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Caught
To many, asylums are a relic of a bygone era. State governments took steps
between 1950 and 1990 to minimize the involuntary confinement of people in
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psychiatric hospitals, and many mental health facilities closed down. Yet, as Anne
Parsons reveals, the asylum did not die during deinstitutionalization. Instead, it
returned in the modern prison industrial complex as the government shifted to a
more punitive, institutional approach to social deviance. Focusing on Pennsylvania,
the state that ran one of the largest mental health systems in the country, Parsons
tracks how the lack of community-based services, a fear-based politics around
mental illness, and the economics of institutions meant that closing mental
hospitals fed a cycle of incarceration that became an epidemic. This
groundbreaking book recasts the political narrative of the late twentieth century,
as Parsons charts how the politics of mass incarceration shaped the
deinstitutionalization of psychiatric hospitals and mental health policy making. In
doing so, she offers critical insight into how the prison took the place of the asylum
in crucial ways, shaping the rise of the prison industrial complex.

The Growth of Incarceration in the United States
After decades of stability from the 1920s to the early 1970s, the rate of
imprisonment in the United States has increased fivefold during the last four
decades. The U.S. penal population of 2.2 million adults is by far the largest in the
world. Just under one-quarter of the world's prisoners are held in American prisons.
The U.S. rate of incarceration, with nearly 1 out of every 100 adults in prison or jail,
is 5 to 10 times higher than the rates in Western Europe and other democracies.
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The U.S. prison population is largely drawn from the most disadvantaged part of
the nation's population: mostly men under age 40, disproportionately minority, and
poorly educated. Prisoners often carry additional deficits of drug and alcohol
addictions, mental and physical illnesses, and lack of work preparation or
experience. The growth of incarceration in the United States during four decades
has prompted numerous critiques and a growing body of scientific knowledge
about what prompted the rise and what its consequences have been for the people
imprisoned, their families and communities, and for U.S. society. The Growth of
Incarceration in the United States examines research and analysis of the dramatic
rise of incarceration rates and its affects. This study makes the case that the
United States has gone far past the point where the numbers of people in prison
can be justified by social benefits and has reached a level where these high rates
of incarceration themselves constitute a source of injustice and social harm. The
Growth of Incarceration in the United States examines policy changes that created
an increasingly punitive political climate and offers specific policy advice in
sentencing policy, prison policy, and social policy. The report also identifies
important research questions that must be answered to provide a firmer basis for
policy. This report is a call for change in the way society views criminals,
punishment, and prison. This landmark study assesses the evidence and its
implications for public policy to inform an extensive and thoughtful public debate
about and reconsideration of policies.
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American Prison
This story is about an African American businessman who embarked on what he
thought would be a promising business trip to Nigeria in 1978. Although that first
business trip was unsuccessful, he would eventually make four more trips, with the
hope that the next trip would bring him that elusive financial success. I am that
African American businessman, and in the process of making these trips, I lived in
the country for more than fourteen years. My experiences included living under
military rule, a strained union, corruption, and other social problems. Despite these
difficulties, I had the opportunity of sharing the warm and friendly relationships
with members of the three major ethnic groups (Hausa, Ibo, and Yoruba) and some
of the over 250 minorities. After witnessing Nigeria’s problems for more than
fourteen years, it left me with a strong urge to write about their situation in a
constructive way. My journey touched on various levels of the Nigerian society, and
I would like to share these experiences with you in “It’s Time” for A Country Called
Nigeria.

Insane
The huge prison buildup of the past four decades has few defenders, yet reforms to
reduce the numbers of those incarcerated have been remarkably modest.
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Meanwhile, an ever-widening carceral state has sprouted in the shadows,
extending its reach far beyond the prison gate. It sunders families and
communities and reworks conceptions of democracy, rights, and
citizenship—posing a formidable political and social challenge. In Caught, Marie
Gottschalk examines why the carceral state remains so tenacious in the United
States. She analyzes the shortcomings of the two dominant penal reform
strategies—one focused on addressing racial disparities, the other on seeking
bipartisan, race-neutral solutions centered on reentry, justice reinvestment, and
reducing recidivism. With a new preface evaluating the effectiveness of recent
proposals to reform mass incarceration, Caught offers a bracing appraisal of the
politics of penal reform.

Locking Up Our Own
Los Angeles incarcerates more people than any other city in the United States,
which imprisons more people than any other nation on Earth. This book explains
how the City of Angels became the capital city of the world's leading incarcerator.
Marshaling more than two centuries of evidence, historian Kelly Lytle Hernandez
unmasks how histories of native elimination, immigrant exclusion, and black
disappearance drove the rise of incarceration in Los Angeles. In this telling, which
spans from the Spanish colonial era to the outbreak of the 1965 Watts Rebellion,
Hernandez documents the persistent historical bond between the racial fantasies
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of conquest, namely its settler colonial form, and the eliminatory capacities of
incarceration. But City of Inmates is also a chronicle of resilience and rebellion,
documenting how targeted peoples and communities have always fought back.
They busted out of jail, forced Supreme Court rulings, advanced revolution across
bars and borders, and, as in the summer of 1965, set fire to the belly of the city.
With these acts those who fought the rise of incarceration in Los Angeles altered
the course of history in the city, the borderlands, and beyond. This book recounts
how the dynamics of conquest met deep reservoirs of rebellion as Los Angeles
became the City of Inmates, the nation's carceral core. It is a story that is far from
over.

Prison by Any Other Name
"In 2014, Shane Bauer was hired for $9 an hour to work as an entry-level prison
guard at a private prison in Winnfield, Louisiana. An award-winning investigative
journalist, he used his real name; there was no meaningful background check. Four
months later, his employment came to an abrupt end In [this book], Bauer weaves
a reckoning with his experiences together with a history of for-profit prisons in
America from their origins in the decades before the Civil War"--

The Jakarta Method
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How did the land of the free become the home of the world’s largest prison
system? Elizabeth Hinton traces the rise of mass incarceration to an ironic source:
not the War on Drugs of the Reagan administration but the War on Crime that
began during Johnson’s Great Society at the height of the civil rights era.

Locked In
Crime and Everyday Life offers a bold approach to crime theory and crime
reduction. Using a clear, engaging, and streamlined writing style, the Sixth Edition
illuminates the causes of criminal behavior, showing how crime can affect
everyone in both small and large ways. Renowned authors Marcus Felson and Mary
Eckert then offer realistic ways to reduce or eliminate crime and criminal behavior
in specific settings by removing the opportunity to complete the act. Most
importantly, this book teaches students how to think about crime, and then do
something about it.

Start Here
Nicole Fleetwood enters American prisons to explore the creativity flourishing
there. Though isolated and degraded, incarcerated artists produce bold works that
testify to the economic and racial injustice of American punishment. These pieces,
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many published here for the first time, offer a new vision of freedom for the twentyfirst century.

Usual Cruelty
In this crucial study, named one of the Washington Post's Notable Nonfiction Books
of 2016 and now in paperback, Baz Dreisinger goes behind bars in nine countries
to investigate the current conditions in prisons worldwide. Beginning in Africa and
ending in Europe, Incarceration Nations is a first-person odyssey through the prison
systems of the world. Professor, journalist, and founder of the Prison-to-CollegePipeline program, Dreisinger looks into the human stories of incarcerated men and
women and those who imprison them, creating a jarring, poignant view of a world
to which most are denied.

It’S Time for a Country Called Nigeria
‘I wait for his boots to drop. They fall on Floor, one thump, two thumps, that’s how I
know he’s going to get into Bed with Ma now and make it squeak. I count the
squeaks because I’m excellent at numbers. I have to count, I can’t lose count, if I
lose count I don’t know what. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10’ Kidnapped as a teenage
girl, Ma has been locked inside a purpose built room in her captor’s garden for
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seven years. Her five-year-old son, Jack, has no concept of the world outside and
happily exists inside Room with the help of Ma’s games and his vivid imagination
where objects like Rug, Lamp and TV are his only friends. But for Ma the time has
come to escape and face their biggest challenge to date: the world outside Room.

Until We Reckon
In this brilliant work, the most influential philosopher since Sartre suggests that
such vaunted reforms as the abolition of torture and the emergence of the modern
penitentiary have merely shifted the focus of punishment from the prisoner's body
to his soul.

The New Jim Crow
The hidden story of the wanton slaughter -- in Indonesia, Latin America, and
around the world -- backed by the United States. In 1965, the U.S. government
helped the Indonesian military kill approximately one million innocent civilians.
This was one of the most important turning points of the twentieth century,
eliminating the largest communist party outside China and the Soviet Union and
inspiring copycat terror programs in faraway countries like Brazil and Chile. But
these events remain widely overlooked, precisely because the CIA's secret
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interventions were so successful. In this bold and comprehensive new history,
Vincent Bevins builds on his incisive reporting for the Washington Post, using
recently declassified documents, archival research and eye-witness testimony
collected across twelve countries to reveal a shocking legacy that spans the globe.
For decades, it's been believed that parts of the developing world passed
peacefully into the U.S.-led capitalist system. The Jakarta Method demonstrates
that the brutal extermination of unarmed leftists was a fundamental part of
Washington's final triumph in the Cold War.

Incarcerating the Crisis
Incarceration Nation demonstrates that the US public played a critical role in the
rise of mass incarceration in this country.

Crime and Everyday Life
The United States currently has the largest prison population on the planet. Over
the last four decades, structural unemployment, concentrated urban poverty, and
mass homelessness have also become permanent features of the political
economy. These developments are without historical precedent, but not without
historical explanation. In this searing critique, Jordan T. Camp traces the rise of the
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neoliberal carceral state through a series of turning points in U.S. history including
the Watts insurrection in 1965, the Detroit rebellion in 1967, the Attica uprising in
1971, the Los Angeles revolt in 1992, and events in post-Katrina New Orleans in
2005. Incarcerating the Crisis argues that these dramatic events coincided with the
emergence of neoliberal capitalism and the state’s attempts to crush radical social
movements. Through an examination of the poetic visions of social
movements—including those by James Baldwin, Marvin Gaye, June Jordan, José
Ramírez, and Sunni Patterson—it also suggests that alternative outcomes have
been and continue to be possible.

Think Social Problems, 2013
From an award-winning civil rights lawyer, a profound challenge to our society’s
normalization of the caging of human beings, and the role of the legal profession in
perpetuating it Alec Karakatsanis is interested in what we choose to punish. For
example, it is a crime in most of America for poor people to wager in the streets
over dice; dice-wagerers can be seized, searched, have their assets forfeited, and
be locked in cages. It’s perfectly fine, by contrast, for people to wager over
international currencies, mortgages, or the global supply of wheat; wheat-wagerers
become names on the wings of hospitals and museums. He is also troubled by how
the legal system works when it is trying to punish people. The bail system, for
example, is meant to ensure that people return for court dates. But it has morphed
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into a way to lock up poor people who have not been convicted of anything. He’s
so concerned about this that he has personally sued court systems across the
country, resulting in literally tens of thousands of people being released from jail
when their money bail was found to be unconstitutional. Karakatsanis doesn’t think
people who have gone to law school, passed the bar, and sworn to uphold the
Constitution should be complicit in the mass caging of human beings—an everyday
brutality inflicted disproportionately on the bodies and minds of poor people and
people of color and for which the legal system has never offered sufficient
justification. Usual Cruelty is a profoundly radical reconsideration of the American
“injustice system” by someone who is actively, wildly successfully, challenging it.

Room
A crucial indictment of widely embraced “alternatives to incarceration” that
exposes how many of these new approaches actually widen the net of punishment
and surveillance “But what does it mean—really—to celebrate reforms that convert
your home into your prison?” —Michelle Alexander, from the foreword Electronic
monitoring. Locked-down drug treatment centers. House arrest. Mandated
psychiatric treatment. Data-driven surveillance. Extended probation. These are
some of the key alternatives held up as cost-effective substitutes for jails and
prisons. But many of these so-called reforms actually widen the net, weaving in
new strands of punishment and control, and bringing new populations, who would
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not otherwise have been subject to imprisonment, under physical control by the
state. As mainstream public opinion has begun to turn against mass incarceration,
political figures on both sides of the spectrum are pushing for reform. But—though
they’re promoted as steps to confront high rates of imprisonment—many of these
measures are transforming our homes and communities into prisons instead. In
Prison by Any Other Name, activist journalists Maya Schenwar and Victoria Law
reveal the way the kinder, gentler narrative of reform can obscure agendas of
social control and challenge us to question the ways we replicate the status quo
when pursuing change. A foreword by Michelle Alexander situates the book in the
context of criminal justice reform conversations. Finally, the book offers a bolder
vision for truly alternative justice practices.

When the Prisoners Ran Walpole
In recent years, America’s criminal justice system has become the subject of an
increasingly urgent debate. Critics have assailed the rise of mass incarceration,
emphasizing its disproportionate impact on people of color. As James Forman, Jr.,
points out, however, the war on crime that began in the 1970s was supported by
many African American leaders in the nation’s urban centers. In Locking Up Our
Own, he seeks to understand why. Forman shows us that the first substantial
cohort of black mayors, judges, and police chiefs took office amid a surge in crime
and drug addiction. Many prominent black officials, including Washington, D.C.
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mayor Marion Barry and federal prosecutor Eric Holder, feared that the gains of the
civil rights movement were being undermined by lawlessness—and thus embraced
tough-on-crime measures, including longer sentences and aggressive police
tactics. In the face of skyrocketing murder rates and the proliferation of open-air
drug markets, they believed they had no choice. But the policies they adopted
would have devastating consequences for residents of poor black neighborhoods. A
former D.C. public defender, Forman tells riveting stories of politicians, community
activists, police officers, defendants, and crime victims. He writes with compassion
about individuals trapped in terrible dilemmas—from the men and women he
represented in court to officials struggling to respond to a public safety
emergency. Locking Up Our Own enriches our understanding of why our society
became so punitive and offers important lessons to anyone concerned about the
future of race and the criminal justice system in this country.

The Second Chance Club
Mass Violence and the Self explores the earliest visual and textual depictions of
personal suffering caused by the French Wars of Religion of 1562–98, the Fronde of
1648–52, the French Revolutionary Terror of 1793–94, and the Paris Commune of
1871. The development of novel media from pamphlets and woodblock printing to
colored lithographs, illustrated newspapers, and collodion photography helped to
determine cultural, emotional, and psychological responses to these four episodes
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of mass violence. Howard G. Brown’s richly illustrated and conceptually innovative
book shows how the increasingly effective communication of the suffering of
others combined with interpretive bias to produce what may be understood as
collective traumas. Seeing these responses as collective traumas reveals their
significance in shaping new social identities that extended beyond the village or
neighborhood. Moreover, acquiring a sense of shared identity, whether as
Huguenots, Parisian bourgeois, French citizens, or urban proletarians, was less the
cause of violent conflict than the consequence of it. Combining neuroscience, art
history, and biography studies, Brown explores how collective trauma fostered a
growing salience of the self as the key to personal identity. In particular, feeling
empathy and compassion in response to depictions of others’ emotional suffering
intensified imaginative self-reflection. Protestant martyrologies, revolutionary
"autodefenses," and personal diaries are examined in the light of cultural trends
such as the interiorization of piety, the culture of sensibility, and the birth of urban
modernism to reveal how representations of mass violence helped to shape the
psychological processes of the self.

Marking Time
The United States has more people locked up in jails, prisons, and detention
centers than any other country in the history of the world. Exploring the history
and foundations of mass incarceration, Dominique Gilliard examines Christianity’s
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role in its evolution and expansion, assessing justice in light of Scripture, and
showing how Christians can pursue justice that restores and reconciles.

Health and Incarceration
As heard on NPR’s Fresh Air Recommended by The New York Times’ Sam Roberts
“Start Here is an urgent and timely primer on the approaches that are working and
don’t require federal approval or political revolution to end one of the most
pressing justice issues the country faces today.” —Brooklyn Daily Eagle A bold
agenda for criminal justice reform based on equal parts pragmatism and idealism,
from the visionary director of the Center for Court Innovation, a leader of the
reform movement Everyone knows that the United States leads the world in
incarceration, and that our political process is gridlocked. What can be done right
now to reduce the number of people sent to jail and prison? This essential book
offers a concrete roadmap for both professionals and general readers who want to
move from analysis to action. In this forward-looking, next-generation criminal
justice reform book, Greg Berman and Julian Adler of the Center for Court
Innovation highlight the key lessons from these programs—engaging the public in
preventing crime, treating all defendants with dignity and respect, and linking
people to effective community-based interventions rather than locking them up.
Along the way, they tell a series of gripping stories, highlighting gang members
who have gotten their lives back on track, judges who are transforming their
Page 16/37

Read PDF A Country Called Prison Mass Incarceration And The Making Of A
New Nation
courtrooms, and reformers around the country who are rethinking what justice
looks like. While Start Here offers no silver bullets, it does put forth a suite of
proven reforms—from alternatives to bail to diversion programs for mentally ill
defendants—that will improve the lives of thousands of people right now. Start
Here is a must-read for everyone who wants to start dismantling mass
incarceration without waiting for a revolution or permission. Proceeds from the
book will support the Center for Court Innovation’s reform efforts.

From Asylum to Prison
Over the past four decades, the rate of incarceration in the United States has
skyrocketed to unprecedented heights, both historically and in comparison to that
of other developed nations. At far higher rates than the general population, those
in or entering U.S. jails and prisons are prone to many health problems. This is a
problem not just for them, but also for the communities from which they come and
to which, in nearly all cases, they will return. Health and Incarceration is the
summary of a workshop jointly sponsored by the National Academy of
Sciences(NAS) Committee on Law and Justice and the Institute of Medicine(IOM)
Board on Health and Select Populations in December 2012. Academics,
practitioners, state officials, and nongovernmental organization representatives
from the fields of healthcare, prisoner advocacy, and corrections reviewed what is
known about these health issues and what appear to be the best opportunities to
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improve healthcare for those who are now or will be incarcerated. The workshop
was designed as a roundtable with brief presentations from 16 experts and time
for group discussion. Health and Incarceration reviews what is known about the
health of incarcerated individuals, the healthcare they receive, and effects of
incarceration on public health. This report identifies opportunities to improve
healthcare for these populations and provides a platform for visions of how the
world of incarceration health can be a better place.

The Second Founding: How the Civil War and Reconstruction
Remade the Constitution
America’s criminal justice system reflects irrational fears stoked by politicians
seeking to win election. Pointing to specific policies that are morally problematic
and have failed to end the cycle of recidivism, Rachel Barkow argues that reform
guided by evidence, not politics and emotions, will reduce crime and reverse mass
incarceration.

Just Mercy
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • NOW A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE STARRING
MICHAEL B. JORDAN AND JAMIE FOXX • A powerful true story about the potential
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for mercy to redeem us, and a clarion call to fix our broken system of justice—from
one of the most brilliant and influential lawyers of our time. “[Bryan Stevenson’s]
dedication to fighting for justice and equality has inspired me and many others and
made a lasting impact on our country.”—John Legend NAMED ONE OF THE MOST
INFLUENTIAL BOOKS OF THE DECADE BY CNN • Named One of the Best Books of
the Year by The New York Times • The Washington Post • The Boston Globe • The
Seattle Times • Esquire • Time Bryan Stevenson was a young lawyer when he
founded the Equal Justice Initiative, a legal practice dedicated to defending those
most desperate and in need: the poor, the wrongly condemned, and women and
children trapped in the farthest reaches of our criminal justice system. One of his
first cases was that of Walter McMillian, a young man who was sentenced to die for
a notorious murder he insisted he didn’t commit. The case drew Bryan into a
tangle of conspiracy, political machination, and legal brinksmanship—and
transformed his understanding of mercy and justice forever. Just Mercy is at once
an unforgettable account of an idealistic, gifted young lawyer’s coming of age, a
moving window into the lives of those he has defended, and an inspiring argument
for compassion in the pursuit of true justice. Winner of the Carnegie Medal for
Excellence in Nonfiction • Winner of the NAACP Image Award for Nonfiction •
Winner of a Books for a Better Life Award • Finalist for the Los Angeles Times Book
Prize • Finalist for the Kirkus Reviews Prize • An American Library Association
Notable Book “Every bit as moving as To Kill a Mockingbird, and in some ways
more so . . . a searing indictment of American criminal justice and a stirring
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testament to the salvation that fighting for the vulnerable sometimes
yields.”—David Cole, The New York Review of Books “Searing, moving . . . Bryan
Stevenson may, indeed, be America’s Mandela.”—Nicholas Kristof, The New York
Times “You don’t have to read too long to start cheering for this man. . . . The
message of this book . . . is that evil can be overcome, a difference can be made.
Just Mercy will make you upset and it will make you hopeful.”—Ted Conover, The
New York Times Book Review “Inspiring . . . a work of style, substance and clarity .
. . Stevenson is not only a great lawyer, he’s also a gifted writer and
storyteller.”—The Washington Post “As deeply moving, poignant and powerful a
book as has been, and maybe ever can be, written about the death penalty.”—The
Financial Times “Brilliant.”—The Philadelphia Inquirer

Inside Private Prisons
From the Pulitzer Prize–winning scholar, a timely history of the constitutional
changes that built equality into the nation’s foundation and how those guarantees
have been shaken over time. The Declaration of Independence announced equality
as an American ideal, but it took the Civil War and the subsequent adoption of
three constitutional amendments to establish that ideal as American law. The
Reconstruction amendments abolished slavery, guaranteed all persons due
process and equal protection of the law, and equipped black men with the right to
vote. They established the principle of birthright citizenship and guaranteed the
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privileges and immunities of all citizens. The federal government, not the states,
was charged with enforcement, reversing the priority of the original Constitution
and the Bill of Rights. In grafting the principle of equality onto the Constitution,
these revolutionary changes marked the second founding of the United States. Eric
Foner’s compact, insightful history traces the arc of these pivotal amendments
from their dramatic origins in pre–Civil War mass meetings of African-American
“colored citizens” and in Republican party politics to their virtual nullification in the
late nineteenth century. A series of momentous decisions by the Supreme Court
narrowed the rights guaranteed in the amendments, while the states actively
undermined them. The Jim Crow system was the result. Again today there are
serious political challenges to birthright citizenship, voting rights, due process, and
equal protection of the law. Like all great works of history, this one informs our
understanding of the present as well as the past: knowledge and vigilance are
always necessary to secure our basic rights.

Prison Break
An urgent exposé of the mental health crisis in our courts, jails, and prisons from a
veteran public radio journalist. America has made mental illness a crime. Jails in
New York, Los Angeles, and Chicago each house more people with mental illnesses
than any hospital. As many as half of all people in America's jails and prisons have
a psychiatric disorder. One in four fatal police shootings involves a person with
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such disorders. In this revelatory book, journalist Alisa Roth goes deep inside the
criminal justice system to show how and why it has become a warehouse where
inmates are denied proper treatment, abused, and punished in ways that make
them sicker. Through intimate stories of people in the system and those trying to
fix it, Roth reveals the hidden forces behind this crisis and suggests how a fairer
and more humane approach might look. Insane is a galvanizing wake-up call for
criminal justice reformers and anyone concerned about the plight of our most
vulnerable.

Prisoners of Politics
Named one of the most important nonfiction books of the 21st century by
Entertainment Weekly‚ Slate‚ Chronicle of Higher Eduction‚ Literary Hub, Book Riot‚
and Zora A tenth-anniversary edition of the iconic bestseller—“one of the most
influential books of the past 20 years,” according to the Chronicle of Higher
Education—with a new preface by the author “It is in no small part thanks to
Alexander’s account that civil rights organizations such as Black Lives Matter have
focused so much of their energy on the criminal justice system.” —Adam Shatz,
London Review of Books Seldom does a book have the impact of Michelle
Alexander’s The New Jim Crow. Since it was first published in 2010, it has been
cited in judicial decisions and has been adopted in campus-wide and communitywide reads; it helped inspire the creation of the Marshall Project and the new $100
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million Art for Justice Fund; it has been the winner of numerous prizes, including
the prestigious NAACP Image Award; and it has spent nearly 250 weeks on the
New York Times bestseller list. Most important of all, it has spawned a whole
generation of criminal justice reform activists and organizations motivated by
Michelle Alexander’s unforgettable argument that “we have not ended racial caste
in America; we have merely redesigned it.” As the Birmingham News proclaimed, it
is “undoubtedly the most important book published in this century about the U.S.”
Now, ten years after it was first published, The New Press is proud to issue a tenthanniversary edition with a new preface by Michelle Alexander that discusses the
impact the book has had and the state of the criminal justice reform movement
today.

From the War on Poverty to the War on Crime
“No country in history has ever handed over so many inmates to private
corporations. This book looks at the consequences” (Eric Schlosser, bestselling
author of Fast Food Nation). In Prison Profiteers, coeditors Tara Herivel and Paul
Wright “follow the money to an astonishing constellation of prison administrators
and politicians working in collusion with private parties to maximize profits”
(Publishers Weekly). From investment banks, guard unions, and the makers of
Taser stun guns to health care providers, telephone companies, and the US
military (which relies heavily on prison labor), this network of perversely motivated
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interests has turned the imprisonment of 1 out of every 135 Americans into a
lucrative business. Called “an essential read for anyone who wants to understand
what’s gone wrong with criminal justice in the United States” by ACLU National
Prison Project director Elizabeth Alexander, this incisive and deftly researched
volume shows how billions of tax dollars designated for the public good end up
lining the pockets of those private enterprises dedicated to keeping prisons
packed. “An important analysis of a troubling social trend” that is sure to inform
and outrage any concerned citizen, Prison Profiteers reframes the conversation by
exposing those who stand to profit from the imprisonment of millions of Americans
(Booklist). “Indispensable . . . An easy and accessible read—and a necessary one.”
—The San Diego Union-Tribune “This is lucid, eye-opening reading for anyone
interested in American justice.” —Publishers Weekly “Impressive . . . A thoughtful,
comprehensive and accessible analysis of the money trail behind the prisonindustrial-complex.” —The Black Commentator

Discipline and Punish
With her characteristic brilliance, grace and radical audacity, Angela Y. Davis has
put the case for the latest abolition movement in American life: the abolition of the
prison. As she quite correctly notes, American life is replete with abolition
movements, and when they were engaged in these struggles, their chances of
success seemed almost unthinkable. For generations of Americans, the abolition of
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slavery was sheerest illusion. Similarly,the entrenched system of racial segregation
seemed to last forever, and generations lived in the midst of the practice, with few
predicting its passage from custom. The brutal, exploitative (dare one say
lucrative?) convict-lease system that succeeded formal slavery reaped millions to
southern jurisdictions (and untold miseries for tens of thousands of men, and
women). Few predicted its passing from the American penal landscape. Davis
expertly argues how social movements transformed these social, political and
cultural institutions, and made such practices untenable. In Are Prisons Obsolete?,
Professor Davis seeks to illustrate that the time for the prison is approaching an
end. She argues forthrightly for "decarceration", and argues for the transformation
of the society as a whole.

A Plague of Prisons
"The United States is the world leader in incarceration. We imprison 716 people out
of every 100,000 - compare that to Canada (118), France (101), Mexico (210),
Japan (51) even Russia can only manage a prison population rate of 472. The total
US prison population is over 2.25 million, greater than the population of 100
different countries. In fact, if the US prison system were a country, it would be the
142nd most populous nation on earth, falling between Jamaica and Namibia. But
besides comparisons based on sheer numbers, what might we learn if we viewed
prison as a country? In A Country Called Prison, Mary Looman and John Carl will use
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this question as the starting point for a novel thought experiment"--

Mass Incarceration on Trial
For nearly 40 years the United States has been gripped by policies that have
placed more than 2.5 million Americans in jails and prisons designed to hold a
fraction of that number of inmates. Our prisons are not only vast and overcrowded,
they are degrading. Mass Incarceration on Trial examines a series of landmark
decisions about prison conditions that has opened an unexpected escape route
from this trap of tough on crime' politics. This set of rulings points toward values
that could restore legitimate order to American prisons and lead to the end of mass
incarceration.'

City of Inmates
When the tough-on-crime politics of the 1980s overcrowded state prisons, private
companies saw potential profit in building and operating correctional facilities.
Today more than a hundred thousand of the 1.5 million incarcerated Americans are
held in private prisons in twenty-nine states and federal corrections. Private
prisons are criticized for making money off mass incarceration—to the tune of $5
billion in annual revenue. Based on Lauren-Brooke Eisen’s work as a prosecutor,
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journalist, and attorney at policy think tanks, Inside Private Prisons blends
investigative reportage and quantitative and historical research to analyze
privatized corrections in America. From divestment campaigns to boardrooms to
private immigration-detention centers across the Southwest, Eisen examines
private prisons through the eyes of inmates, their families, correctional staff,
policymakers, activists, Immigration and Customs Enforcement employees,
undocumented immigrants, and the executives of America’s largest private prison
corporations. Private prisons have become ground zero in the anti-massincarceration movement. Universities have divested from these companies,
political candidates hesitate to accept their campaign donations, and the
Department of Justice tried to phase out its contracts with them. On the other side,
impoverished rural towns often try to lure the for-profit prison industry to build
facilities and create new jobs. Neither an endorsement or a demonization, Inside
Private Prisons details the complicated and perverse incentives rooted in the
industry, from mandatory bed occupancy to vested interests in mass incarceration.
If private prisons are here to stay, how can we fix them? This book is a blueprint for
policymakers to reform practices and for concerned citizens to understand our
changing carceral landscape.

Are Prisons Obsolete?
This true story of an inmate-run prison proves prisons can be reformed, or
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better--abolished.

Incarceration Nations
"Pfaff, let there be no doubt, is a reformerNonetheless, he believes that the
standard story--popularized in particular by Michelle Alexander, in her influential
book, The New Jim Crow--is false. We are desperately in need of reform, he insists,
but we must reform the right things, and address the true problem."--Adam
Gopnik, The New Yorker A groundbreaking examination of our system of
imprisonment, revealing the true causes of mass incarceration as well as the best
path to reform In the 1970s, the United States had an incarceration rate
comparable to those of other liberal democracies-and that rate had held steady for
over 100 years. Yet today, though the US is home to only about 5 percent of the
world's population, we hold nearly one quarter of its prisoners. Mass incarceration
is now widely considered one of the biggest social and political crises of our age.
How did we get to this point? Locked In is a revelatory investigation into the root
causes of mass incarceration by one of the most exciting scholars in the country.
Having spent fifteen years studying the data on imprisonment, John Pfaff takes
apart the reigning consensus created by Michelle Alexander and other reformers,
revealing that the most widely accepted explanations-the failed War on Drugs,
draconian sentencing laws, an increasing reliance on private prisons-tell us much
less than we think. Pfaff urges us to look at other factors instead, including a major
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shift in prosecutor behavior that occurred in the mid-1990s, when prosecutors
began bringing felony charges against arrestees about twice as often as they had
before. He describes a fractured criminal justice system, in which counties don't
pay for the people they send to state prisons, and in which white suburbs set law
and order agendas for more-heavily minority cities. And he shows that if we hope
to significantly reduce prison populations, we have no choice but to think
differently about how to deal with people convicted of violent crimes-and why
some people are violent in the first place. An authoritative, clear-eyed account of a
national catastrophe, Locked In transforms our understanding of what ails the
American system of punishment and ultimately forces us to reconsider how we can
build a more equitable and humane society.

A World Apart
American conservatism rose hand-in-hand with the growth of mass incarceration.
For decades, conservatives deployed "tough on crime" rhetoric to attack liberals as
out-of-touch elitists who coddled criminals while the nation spiraled toward
disorder. As a result, conservatives have been the motive force in building our vast
prison system. Indeed, expanding the number of Americans under lock and key
was long a point of pride for politicians on the right - even as the U.S. prison
population eclipsed international records. Over the last few years, conservatives in
Washington, D.C. and in bright-red states like Georgia and Texas, have reversed
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course, and are now leading the charge to curb prison growth. In Prison Break,
David Dagan and Steve Teles explain how this striking turn of events occurred,
how it will affect mass incarceration, and what it teaches us about achieving policy
breakthroughs in our polarized age. Combining insights from law, sociology, and
political science, Teles and Dagan will offer the first comprehensive account of this
major political shift. In a challenge to the conventional wisdom, they argue that the
fiscal pressures brought on by recession are only a small part of the explanation
for the conservatives' shift, over-shadowed by Republicans' increasing anti-statism,
the waning efficacy of "tough on crime" politics and the increasing engagement of
evangelicals. These forces set the stage for a small cadre of conservative leaders
to reframe criminal justice in terms of redeeming wayward souls and rolling back
government. These developments have created the potential to significantly
reduce mass incarceration, but only if reformers on both the right and the left play
their cards right. As Dagan and Teles stress, there is also a broader lesson in this
story about the conditions for cross-party cooperation in our polarized age.
Partisan identity, they argue, generally precedes position-taking, and policy
breakthroughs are unlikely to come by "reaching across the aisle," promoting
"compromise," or appealing to "expert opinion." Instead, change happens when
political movements redefine their own orthodoxies for their own reasons. As
Dagan and Teles show, outsiders can assist in this process - and they played a
crucial role in the case of criminal justice - but they cannot manufacture it. This
book will not only reshape our understanding of conservatism and American penal
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policy, but also force us to reconsider the drivers of policy innovation in the context
of American politics.

Mass Violence and the Self
“Life in a women’s prison is full of surprises,” writes Cristina Rathbone in her
landmark account of life at MCI-Framingham. And so it is. After two intense court
battles with prison officials, Rathbone gained unprecedented access to the
otherwise invisible women of the oldest running women’s prison in America. The
picture that emerges is both astounding and enraging. Women reveal the agonies
of separation from family, and the prevalence of depression, and of sexual
predation, and institutional malaise behind bars. But they also share their more
personal hopes and concerns. There is horror in prison for sure, but Rathbone
insists there is also humor and romance and downright bloody-mindedness.
Getting beyond the political to the personal, A World Apart is both a triumph of
empathy and a searing indictment of a system that has overlooked the plight of
women in prison for far too long. At the center of the book is Denise, a mother
serving five years for a first-time, nonviolent drug offense. Denise’s son is nine and
obsessed with Beanie Babies when she first arrives in prison. He is fourteen and in
prison himself by the time she is finally released. As Denise struggles to reconcile
life in prison with the realities of her son’s excessive freedom on the outside, we
meet women like Julie, who gets through her time by distracting herself with
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flirtatious, often salacious relationships with male correctional officers; Louise, who
keeps herself going by selling makeup and personalized food packages on the
prison black market; Chris, whose mental illness leads her to kill herself in prison;
and Susan, who, after thirteen years of intermittent incarceration, has come to
think of MCI-Framingham as home. Fearlessly truthful and revelatory, A World
Apart is a major work of investigative journalism and social justice. From the
Hardcover edition.

A Country Called Prison
"Profoundly necessary." —Michelle Alexander, New York Times columnist and
author of The New Jim Crow In the eloquent tradition of Bryan Stevenson's Just
Mercy, an award-winning leader in the movement to end mass incarceration takes
on the vexing problem of violent crime Although over half the people incarcerated
in America today have committed violent offenses, the focus of reformers has been
almost entirely on nonviolent and drug offenses. Danielle Sered's brilliant and
groundbreaking Until We Reckon steers directly and unapologetically into the
question of violence, offering approaches that will help end mass incarceration and
increase safety. Widely recognized as one of the leading proponents of a
restorative approach to violent crime, Sered asks us to reconsider the purposes of
incarceration and argues persuasively that the needs of survivors of violent crime
are better met by asking people who commit violence to accept responsibility for
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their actions and make amends in ways that are meaningful to those they have
hurt—none of which happens in the context of a criminal trial or a prison sentence.
Sered launched and directs Common Justice, one of the few organizations offering
alternatives to incarceration for people who commit serious violent crime and
which has produced immensely promising results. Critically, Sered argues that the
reckoning owed is not only on the part of those who have committed violence, but
also by our nation's overreliance on incarceration to produce safety—at great cost
to communities, survivors, racial equity, and the very fabric of our democracy.

Rethinking Incarceration
A former parole officer shines a bright light on a huge yet hidden part of our justice
system through the intertwining stories of seven parolees striving to survive the
chaos that awaits them after prison in this illuminating and dramatic book.
Prompted by a dead-end retail job and a vague desire to increase the amount of
justice in his hometown, Jason Hardy became a parole officer in New Orleans at the
worst possible moment. Louisiana’s incarceration rates were the highest in the US
and his department’s caseload had just been increased to 220 “offenders” per
parole officer, whereas the national average is around 100. Almost immediately, he
discovered that the biggest problem with our prison system is what we do—and
don’t do—when people get out of prison. Deprived of social support and jobs, these
former convicts are often worse off than when they first entered prison and Hardy
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dramatizes their dilemmas with empathy and grace. He’s given unique access to
their lives and a growing recognition of their struggles and takes on his job with
the hope that he can change people’s fates—but he quickly learns otherwise. The
best Hardy and his colleagues can do is watch out for impending disaster and help
clean up the mess left behind. But he finds that some of his charges can muster
the miraculous power to save themselves. By following these heroes, he both
stokes our hope and fuels our outrage by showing us how most offenders, even
those with the best intentions, end up back in prison—or dead—because the
system systematically fails them. Our focus should be, he argues, to give offenders
the tools they need to re-enter society which is not only humane but also vastly
cheaper for taxpayers. As immersive and dramatic as Evicted and as revelatory as
The New Jim Crow, The Second Chance Club shows us how to solve the cruelest
problems prisons create for offenders and society at large.

Incarceration Nation
THINK Currency. THINK Relevancy. THINK Social Problems. THINK Social Problems
is informed with the latest research and the most contemporary examples,
allowing you to bring current events directly into your classroom with little
additional work. An engaging visual design developed with extensive student
feedback and 12-15 page chapters makes THINK Social Problems the textbook your
students will actually read. This student-friendly text delivers the core concepts of
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Social Problems in a way they can easily understand. The 2nd edition includes
three new chapters: "Economy and Work," "Politics," and "Sex and Social Problems
Related to Sexuality." A better teaching and learning experience This program will
provide a better teaching and learning experience-for you and your students.
Here's how: Personalize Learning MySearchLab delivers proven results in helping
students succeed, provides engaging experiences that personalize learning, and
comes from a trusted partner with educational expertise and a deep commitment
to helping students and instructors achieve their goals. Improve Critical Thinking
Chapter organization follows a 3-step process that presents the topic, considers
the social problems, and urges students to uncover solutions. Engage Students
TheThinkSpot provides open-access to chapter-by-chapter quizzes, study cards,
flashcards, and a professor-written sociology blog. Explore Theory Three main
sociological paradigms are discussed visually through a theory infographic in every
chapter. Understand Diversity Global comparisons are found in every chapter both
within the text and in a designated feature box. Support Instructors - Written
activities and assessment in MySearchLab offer instructors supplemental materials
to help their students succeed.

Prison Profiteers
The public health expert and prison reform activist offers “meticulous analysis” on
our criminal justice system and the plague of American incarceration (The
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Washington Post). An internationally recognized public health scholar, Ernest
Drucker uses the tools of epidemiology to demonstrate that incarceration in the
United States has become an epidemic—a plague upon our body politic. He argues
that imprisonment, originally conceived as a response to the crimes of individuals,
has become “mass incarceration”: a destabilizing force that damages the very
social structures that prevent crime. Drucker tracks the phenomenon of mass
incarceration using basic public health concepts—“incidence and prevalence,”
“outbreaks,” “contagion,” “transmission,” “potential years of life lost.” The
resulting analysis demonstrates that our unprecedented rates of incarceration
have the contagious and self-perpetuating features of the plagues of previous
centuries. Sure to provoke debate and shift the paradigm of how we think about
punishment, A Plague of Prisons offers a novel perspective on criminal justice in
twenty-first-century America. “How did America’s addiction to prisons and mass
incarceration get its start and how did it spread from state to state? Of the many
attempts to answer this question, none make as much sense as the explanation
found in [this] book.” —The Philadelphia Inquirer
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