Get Free A Divider Not A Uniter Outsiders Or Insiders Great Questions In
Politics

A Divider Not A Uniter Outsiders Or Insiders
Great Questions In Politics
The Battle for the White House from Bush to ObamaCollision CourseTesting the
LimitsUnconventional WisdomThe Provisional PulpitIn His Father's ShadowRivals for
PowerThe BreachReligion in AmericaUp from InvisibilityThe Myth of the Imperial
JudiciaryThe Ten-Year CenturyAttack PoliticsDivider-in-ChiefA Divider, Not a
UniterThe Second Civil WarNeomonismBurning the Flags of ExtremismThe Lies of
George W. BushThe Promise of Party in a Polarized AgeTaking the MeasureThe
American Political Party SystemPolitical Polarization in American PoliticsMedia
SpectacleRed and Blue Nation?The Dublin ReviewThe American PresidencyThe
Presidency in the Twenty-first CenturyExam Prep for: Divider, A, Not a UniterBarack
Obama's Post-American Foreign PolicyDemocracy DeclassifiedRunning
AlonePresidential Leadership Dilemma, TheA Divider, Not a UniterAssessing the
George W. Bush PresidencyDublin ReviewNew Directions in Public OpinionI Have a
DreamAffluence and InfluenceNational Journal

The Battle for the White House from Bush to Obama
Looks at the occurance of, and reasons behind, negativity in presidential
campaigns from 1960 to 2004.

Collision Course
“George W. Bush is a liar. He has lied large and small, directly and by omission. He
has mugged the truth—not merely in honest error, but deliberately, consistently,
and repeatedly.” —from the Introduction All American presidents have lied, but
George W. Bush has relentlessly abused the truth. In this scathing indictment of
the president and his inner circle, David Corn, the Washington editor of The Nation,
reveals and examines the deceptions at the heart of the Bush presidency. In a
stunning work of journalism, he details and substantiates the many times the Bush
administration has knowingly and intentionally misled the American public to
advance its own interests and agenda, including: * Brazenly mischaracterizing
intelligence and resorting to deceptive arguments to whip up public support for
war with Iraq * Misrepresenting the provisions and effects of the president’s
supersized tax cuts * Offering misleading explanations— instead of telling the full
truth — about the 9/11 attacks * Lying about connections to corporate crooks *
Presenting deceptive and disingenuous claims to sell controversial policies on the
environment, stem cell research, missile defense, Social Security, white-collar
crime, abortion, energy, and other crucial issues * Running a truth-defying, downand-dirty campaign during the 2000 presidential contest and recount drama The
Lies of George W. Bush is not a partisan whine—it is instead a carefully
constructed, fact-based account that clearly denotes how Bush has relied on
deception—from the campaign trail to the Oval Office—to win political and policy
battles. With wit and style, Corn explains how Bush has managed to get away with
it and explores the dangerous consequences of such presidential deceit in a
perilous age. From the Hardcover edition.
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Testing the Limits
This collaboration of distinguished presidential scholars offers one of the first booklength post-presidency analyses of President George W. Bush and his policies.
Mark J. Rozell and Gleaves Whitney have assembled a varied list of contributors
from both ends of the political spectrum, bringing together academics and
professionals to provide a glimpse into the politics and policies that defined
President George W. Bush's presidency. Testing the Limits discusses all aspects of
the Bush policy and administration, from staff appointments to foreign and
domestic policy to budgetary politics. Several contributors focus their energy on
the expansion of presidential powers during Bush presidency, assessing the
increased influence of the Vice-President, the politicization of federal court
appointments, and the development of executive privilege and presidential
secrecy.

Unconventional Wisdom
The American Presidency examines the constitutional foundation of the executive
office and the social, economic, political, and international forces that have
reshaped it along with the influence individual presidents have had. Authors Sidney
Milkis and Michael Nelson look at each presidency broadly, focusing on how
individual presidents have sought to navigate the complex and ever-changing
terrain of the executive office and revealing the major developments that launched
a modern presidency at the dawn of the twentieth century. By connecting
presidential conduct to the defining eras of American history and the larger context
of politics and government in the United States, this award-winning book offers
perspective and insight on the limitations and possibilities of presidential power. In
this Seventh Edition, marking the 25th anniversary of The American Presidency’s
publication, the authors add new scholarship to every chapter, reexamine the end
of George W. Bush’s tenure, assess President Obama’s first term in office, and
explore Obama’s second term.

The Provisional Pulpit
Political conflicts are not simply manufactured from thin air, Russell Muirhead
argues. They originate in authentic disagreements over what constitutes the
common welfare. The remedy is not for parties to just get along but to bring a
skeptical sensibility to their own convictions and learn to disagree as partisans and
govern through compromise.

In His Father's Shadow
"In this important, accessible, and thoroughly engaging book, Jacobson brilliantly
dissects the extraordinary partisan polarization of the Bush era. He combines a
lively narrative with remarkable data analysis-drawing together findings from
literally thousands of polls, in more than seventy illuminating figures, many of
which knock your socks off The book is a must-read for anyone seriously concerned
about the political process in the United States."---Paul J. Quirk, Professor and Phil
Lind Chair in U.S. Politics and Representation, University of British Columbia "Head
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and shoulders above other books on the presidency of George W. Bush. Jacobson's
carefully documented analysis, backed up by extensive reporting and data,
demonstrates the purposefulness of the polarizing strategies of the Bush
administration, and the reality behind the rhetoric of "I'm a uniter not a divider."
Unlike most books about Bush, Jacobson's is neither ideological nor
polemical."---Thomas B. Edsall, Washington Post political reporter and author of
Chain Reaction: The Impact of Race, Rights, and Taxes on American Politics (with
Mary D. Edsall) "This is an important book. Jacobson marshals evidence and
analyzes the dynamics of public opinion to explain why George W. Bush is the most
polarizing president in the history of systematic polling. His analysis is incisive and
balanced."---James P. Pfiffner, George Mason University "A masterful analysis and a
major contribution. Applying over a half century of poll data, Jacobson places
George W. Bush's presidency and the war in Iraq in broad historical context and
derives insights that intrigue and impress."---John Mueller, Professor of Political
Science and Woody Hayes Chair of National Security Studies, Ohio State University,
and author of War, Presidents and Public Opinion.

Rivals for Power
Late deciders go for the challenger; turnout helps the Democrats; the gender gap
results from a surge in Democratic preference among women--these and many
other myths are standard fare among average citizens, political pundits, and even
some academics. But are these conventional wisdoms--familiar to anyone who
watches Sunday morning talk shows--really valid? Unconventional Wisdom offers a
novel yet highly accessible synthesis of what we know about American voters and
elections. It not only provides an integrated overview of the central themes in
American politics--parties, polarization, turnout, partisan bias, campaign effects,
swing voters, the gender gap, and the youth vote--it upends many of our
fundamental preconceptions. Most importantly, it shows that the American
electorate is much more stable than we have been led to believe, and that the
voting patterns we see today have deep roots in our history. Throughout, the book
provides comprehensive information on voting patterns; illuminates (and corrects)
popular myths about voters and elections; and details the empirical foundations of
conventional wisdoms that many understand poorly or not at all. Written by three
experts on American politics, Unconventional Wisdom serves as both a standard
reference and a concise overview of the subject. Both informative and witty, the
book is likely to become a standard work in the field, essential reading for anyone
interested in American politics.

The Breach
A half century ago gay men and lesbians were all but invisible in the media and, in
turn, popular culture. With the lesbian and gay liberation movement came a
profoundly new sense of homosexual community and empowerment and the
emergence of gay people onto the media's stage. And yet even as the mass media
have been shifting the terms of our public conversation toward a greater
acknowledgment of diversity, does the emerging "visibility" of gay men and
women do justice to the complexity and variety of their experience? Or is gay
identity manipulated and contrived by media that are unwilling—and perhaps
unable—to fully comprehend and honor it? While positive representations of gays
Page 3/17

Get Free A Divider Not A Uniter Outsiders Or Insiders Great Questions In
Politics
and lesbians are a cautious step in the right direction, media expert Larry Gross
argues that the entertainment and news media betray a lingering inability to break
free from proscribed limitations in order to embrace the complex reality of gay
identity. While noting major advances, like the opening of the Oscar Wilde
Memorial Bookstore—the first gay bookstore in the country—or the rise of The
Advocate from small newsletter to influential national paper, Gross takes the
measure of somewhat more ambiguous milestones, like the first lesbian kiss on
television or the first gay character in a newspaper comic strip.

Religion in America
Denis Lacorne identifies two competing narratives defining the American identity.
The first narrative, derived from the philosophy of the Enlightenment, is essentially
secular. Associated with the Founding Fathers and reflected in the Declaration of
Independence, the Constitution, and the Federalist Papers, this line of reasoning is
predicated on separating religion from politics to preserve political freedom from
an overpowering church. Prominent thinkers such as Voltaire, Thomas Paine, and
Jean-Nicolas Démeunier, who viewed the American project as a radical attempt to
create a new regime free from religion and the weight of ancient history, embraced
this American effort to establish a genuine "wall of separation" between church
and state. The second narrative is based on the premise that religion is a
fundamental part of the American identity and emphasizes the importance of the
original settlement of America by New England Puritans. This alternative vision was
elaborated by Whig politicians and Romantic historians in the first half of the
nineteenth century. It is still shared by modern political scientists such as Samuel
Huntington. These thinkers insist America possesses a core, stable "Creed" mixing
Protestant and republican values. Lacorne outlines the role of religion in the
making of these narratives and examines, against this backdrop, how key
historians, philosophers, novelists, and intellectuals situate religion in American
politics.

Up from Invisibility
The world is at war with an invisible enemy. We wrestle not against flesh and blood
but against the rulers of darkness. Principalities and powerful ideologies have
created a monster of sorts. Terrorism and wanton hate for humanity are rooted in
the doctrines of demons. Men have fought and died to win the right to justify their
sins, while entire nations lay bare in the indignity of utter ruin. These are the
reality in which we live but the question which needs to be answered is why.This
book is based on the simple truth that so many different teachings and
philosophies can not be all true. While some truth may exist, they cannot be all
correct. This book points us to Jesus and directs us back to the foot of the cross.
The way of the cross leads us home to a quiet place of solace. Only love can
change a bitter heart. No amount of teaching can make one wise. This book is
loaded with simple stories with deep meaning. Hate will not prevail against the
Church of the living God!This book was written under the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit. God has anointed me to share His love with the American People, who for
too long has been lied to and taken advantage of by false teachers who were not
ordained by the Holy Spirit to preach the acceptable year of the Lord.This book was
written for the pleasure of reading. Anyone who begins to read, will not be able to
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put it down until he or she is finished. It is written in plain language with the
absence of vulgarity or negative undertones. All the accounts expressed are true.
This book is not fictional. Be objective while you read!

The Myth of the Imperial Judiciary
What happens when federal officials try to accomplish goals that depend on the
resources and efforts of state and local governments? Focusing on the nation's
experience with the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB), Manna's engaging case study
considers just that question. Beyond the administrative challenges NCLB
unleashed, Collision Course examines the dynamics at work when federal
policymakers hold state and local governments accountable for results. Ambitions
for higher performance collide with governing structures and practices. Were the
collisions valuable for their potential to transform education policy, or has the law
inflicted too much damage on state and local institutions responsible for educating
the nation's youth? The results have been both positive and negative. As Manna
points to increased capabilities in states and localities, he also looks at expanded
bureaucratic requirements. Collision Course offers a balanced and in-depth
assessment of a policy that has sparked heated debate over a broad expanse of
time- from NCLB's adoption through its implementation to the Obama
administration's attempts to shift away. Federalism, the policymaking process, and
the complexity of education policy all get their due in this accessible and analytical
supplement.

The Ten-Year Century
The journalist who co-wrote the original article breaking the Monica Lewinsky
scandal for the Washington Post reveals the complete story behind the headlines:
a riveting, in-depth account of an event unique in American history -- the first
impeachment of an elected president. "For all of the titillation about thongs and
cigars, the story of the impeachment and trial of William Jefferson Clinton was not
so much about sex as it was about power. It may have started with an unseemly
rendezvous near the Oval Office, but it mushroomed into the Washington battle of
a generation, ultimately dragging in all three branches of government. "Clinton
opened his second term vowing to bring the parties together, to become the
'repairer of the breach.' But the last half of the presidency demonstrated that the
breach was wider than anyone had anticipated." -- from the Prologue With
unprecedented access to all the players -- major and minor -- Washington Post
reporter Peter Baker reconstructs the compelling drama that gripped the nation for
six critical months: the impeachment and trial of William Jefferson Clinton. The
Breach vividly depicts the mind-boggling political and legal events as they
unfolded, a day-by-day and sometimes hour-by-hour account beginning August 17,
1998, the night of the president's grand-jury testimony and his disastrous speech
to the nation, through the House impeachment hearings and the Senate trial,
ending on February 12, 1999, the day of his acquittal. Using 350 original
interviews, confidential investigation files, diaries, and tape recordings, Baker goes
behind the scenes and packs the book with newsworthy revelations -- the infighting
among the president's advisers, the pressure among Democrats to call for Clinton's
resignation, the secret back-channel negotiations between the White House and
Congress, a tour of the War Room set up by Tom DeLay to force Clinton out of
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office, the agonizing of various members of Congress, the anxiety of lawmakers
who feared the exposure of their own sex lives, and Hillary Clinton's learning that
her husband would admit his affair with Monica Lewinsky. The Breach is
contemporary history at its best -- shocking, revealing, and consequential. It is a
tale of how Washington became lost in "the breach" of its own partisan impulses.
All of this, and much more, makes The Breach one of the most important and
illuminating volumes of history and contemporary politics of our generation.

Attack Politics
Analysts and pundits increasingly perceive a widening gulf between "red states"
and "blue states." Yet the research to support that perception is scattered and
sometimes difficult to parse. America's polarized politics, it is said, poses
fundamental dangers for democratic and accountable government. Heightened
partisanship is thought to degrade deliberation in Congress and threaten the
integrity of other institutions, from the courts to the media. But, how deep do the
country's political divisions actually run? Are they truly wreaking havoc upon the
social fabric? Has America become a house divided? This important new book, Red
and Blue Nation?, gets to the bottom of this perplexing issue. The first of two
volumes cosponsored by Brookings and the Hoover Institution carefully considers
the extent to which polarized views among political leaders and activists are
reflected in the population at large. It pays particular attention to factors such as
the increased influence of religion and the changing nature of the media. The
authors show that while the severity of the country's "culture wars" is often
overstated, significant fissures have opened. In Red and Blue Nation? leading
journalists and scholars combine their different insights to enrich our
understanding of the issue, offering thoughtful analyses of the underlying
problems. This comprehensive and accessible discussion of the polarization debate
will be an essential resource for policymakers, scholars, and anyone interested in
the health of American public discourse. Contributors include Alan I. Abramowitz
(Emory University), David W. Brady (Hoover Institution), Peter Beinart (The New
Republic), Sarah A. Binder (Brookings Institution), James Campbell (State University
of New York at Buffalo), Carl Cannon (National Journal), E.J. Dionne, Jr. (Brookings
Institution), Gregg Easterbrook (Brookings Institution), Thomas B. Edsall
(Washington Post), Morris P. Fiorina (Hoover Institution), William A. Galston
(Brookings Institution), Hahrie C. Han (Wellesley College), Gary C. Jacobson
(University of California, San Diego), Andrew Kohut (Pew Research Center for The
People & The Press), Matthew Levendusky (Stanford University), Thomas E. Mann
(Brookings Institution), Diana C. Mutz (University of Pennsylvania), Pietro S. Nivola
(Brookings Institution), Tom Rosenstiel (Project for Excellence in Journalism), and
Alan Wolfe (Boston College).

Divider-in-Chief
Some of today’s most prominent experts on the American presidency offer their
perspectives, commentary, and analyses in this volume of studies, commissioned
by the Fulbright Institute of International Relations and the Blair Center of Southern
Politics and Culture, both at the University of Arkansas. With a shared focus on
Bush’s decision-making style, the impact of increasing partisanship, economic
issues—especially after the 2008 financial meltdown—and, of course, the
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cumulative impact of 9/11 and the invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq, the
contributors link their observations and conclusions to broader political and policyrelated questions. They also take the opportunity to compare the Bush presidency
with that of his successor, Barack Obama, through the latter administration’s
experience of disappointment in the 2010 congressional elections. The debate over
the Bush legacy will not soon end, and this volume does not presume to offer the
definitive, final commentary. It does, however, bridge the gap between
dispassionate academic commentary written essentially for scholars and the sort
of informed and unbiased analysis written for a larger public audience, contributing
to the public understanding of our recent national experience. Taking the Measure:
The Presidency of George W. Bush contributes significantly to the beginnings of
careful, systematic consideration of the George W. Bush presidency.

A Divider, Not a Uniter
The Second Civil War
Neomonism
Anthony Bennett guides us through the events of the four elections of the 21st
century, showing how this era of partisanship has reshaped not only presidential
nominations and elections, but the American presidency and politics itself.

Burning the Flags of Extremism
Political Polarization in American Politics provides short, accessible chapters about
the nature and extent of political polarization within the American public and in
American political institutions. These chapters capture the central ideas and
debates in political science research on polarization, and are written by leading
scholars in this subfield. Each chapter is accompanied by discussion questions and
a guide to further reading, making this a great addition to any course looking at
issues of polarization.

The Lies of George W. Bush
Remember worrying about the Y2K bug in 1999? Or life before Twitter? Ten years
ago, September 11 was just another day, Facebook didn't exist, and Barack Obama
was a little-known state senator. Some have called the jam-packed first decade of
the new millennium the "ten-year century" for all of the history-making, lifechanging developments it's contained. Now, James Sutherland explores these
influential years for the audience that's grown up in it, putting history in context
and explaining how the world is smaller, faster, and more connected than it's ever
been-and why it matters.

The Promise of Party in a Polarized Age
As the most prominent figure of the U.S. government, the president is under
Page 7/17

Get Free A Divider Not A Uniter Outsiders Or Insiders Great Questions In
Politics
constant scrutiny from both his colleagues and the American people. Questions
about the proper role of the president have been especially prevalent in the media
during the current economic crisis. The Presidency in the Twenty-first Century
explores the growth of presidential power, investigating its social, political, and
economic impact on America's present and future. Editor Charles W. Dunn and a
team of the nation's leading political scientists examine a variety of topics, from
the link between campaigning and governing to trends in presidential
communication with the public. The book discusses the role of the presidency in a
government designed to require cooperation with Congress and how this
relationship is further complicated by the expectations of the public. Several
contributors take a closer look at the Obama administration in light of President
George W. Bush's emphasis on the unitary executive, a governing style that
continues to be highly controversial. Dunn and his contributors provide readers
with a thorough analysis of a rapidly changing political role, provoking important
questions about the future of America's political system.

Taking the Measure
The field of public opinion is one of the most diverse in political science. Over the
last 60 years, scholars have drawn upon the disciplines of psychology, economics,
sociology, and even biology to learn how ordinary people come to understand the
complicated business of politics. But much of the path-breaking research in the
field of public opinion is published in journals, taking up fairly narrow questions one
at a time and often requiring advanced statistical knowledge to understand these
findings. As a result, the study of public opinion can seem confusing and
incoherent to undergraduates. To engage undergraduate students in this area, a
new type of textbook is required. The second edition of New Directions in Public
Opinion brings together leading scholars to provide an accessible and coherent
overview of the current state of the field of public opinion. Each chapter provides a
general overview of topics that are at the cutting edge of study as well as wellestablished cornerstones of the field. Each contributor has made substantive
revisions to their chapters, and three chapters have been added on genetics and
biology, immigration, and political extremism and the Tea Party. Suitable for use as
a main textbook or in tandem with a lengthier survey, this book comprehensively
covers the topics of public opinion research and pushes students further to explore
critical topics in contemporary politics.

The American Political Party System
From a pampered son who showed little promise, to his rise to the presidency,
George W. Bush has transformed himself through acts of will and faith. Stanley
Renshon examines the psychological transformation of Bush and identifies those
pivotal changes that allowed him to achieve success in his personal life and in the
political arena, and shows how Bush's personal transformation has come to shape
his political policies. The man who battled--and defeated--his own inner demons
has become a president determined to battle the demons of terrorism and
extremism that prevent democracy from flourishing around the world. This
psychological portrait provides a much-needed antidote to prevailing critiques that
ridicule Bush's values and policies, as it celebrates his resolve and strong
leadership.
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Political Polarization in American Politics
Media Spectacle
This unique assessment of the presidency of George W. Bush reviews the
successes and failures of his first and second terms.

Red and Blue Nation?
Argues that the Obama administration has become the most divisive presidency in
history, describing how the president has put his ideological and electoral interests
ahead of what is best for the country.

The Dublin Review
Examines how the president balances the competing demands of leading his
political party and leading the nation.

The American Presidency
During the mid-1990s, the O.J. Simpson murder trial dominated the media in the
United States and were circulated throughout the world via global communications
networks. The case became a spectacle of race, gender, class and violence,
bringing in elements of domestic melodrama, crime drama and legal drama.
According to this fascinating new book, the Simpson case was just one example of
what the author calls 'media spectacle' - a form of media culture that puts
contemporary dreams, nightmares, fantasies and values on display. Through the
analysis of several such media spectacles - including Elvis, The X Files, Michael
Jordan, and the Bill Clinton sex scandals - Doug Kellner draws out important
insights into media, journalism, the public sphere and politics in an era of new
technologies. In this excellent follow up to his best selling Media Culture, Kellner's
fascinating new volume delivers an informative read for students of sociology,
culture and media.

The Presidency in the Twenty-first Century
Why policymaking in the United States privileges the rich over the poor Can a
country be a democracy if its government only responds to the preferences of the
rich? In an ideal democracy, all citizens should have equal influence on
government policy—but as this book demonstrates, America's policymakers
respond almost exclusively to the preferences of the economically advantaged.
Affluence and Influence definitively explores how political inequality in the United
States has evolved over the last several decades and how this growing disparity
has been shaped by interest groups, parties, and elections. With sharp analysis
and an impressive range of data, Martin Gilens looks at thousands of proposed
policy changes, and the degree of support for each among poor, middle-class, and
affluent Americans. His findings are staggering: when preferences of low- or middleincome Americans diverge from those of the affluent, there is virtually no
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relationship between policy outcomes and the desires of less advantaged groups.
In contrast, affluent Americans' preferences exhibit a substantial relationship with
policy outcomes whether their preferences are shared by lower-income groups or
not. Gilens shows that representational inequality is spread widely across different
policy domains and time periods. Yet Gilens also shows that under specific
circumstances the preferences of the middle class and, to a lesser extent, the
poor, do seem to matter. In particular, impending elections—especially presidential
elections—and an even partisan division in Congress mitigate representational
inequality and boost responsiveness to the preferences of the broader public. At a
time when economic and political inequality in the United States only continues to
rise, Affluence and Influence raises important questions about whether American
democracy is truly responding to the needs of all its citizens.

Exam Prep for: Divider, A, Not a Uniter
Recent scandals like WikiLeaks and Edward Snowden's disclosure of NSA
documents have brought public debates over government accountability and
secrecy bubbling to the surface. How can modern democracies balance the need
for privacy in delicate foreign policy matters with the necessity of openness in
gaining and maintaining the trust of citizens? Democracies keep secrets from
potential enemies and their citizens. This simple fact challenges the surprisingly
prevalent assumption that foreign policy successes and failures can be attributed
to public transparency and accountability. In fact, the ability to keep secrets has
aided democratic victories from the European and Pacific theatres in World War II
to the global competition of the Cold War. At the same time, executive discretion
over the capacity to classify information created the opportunity for abuse that
contributed to Watergate, as well as domestic spying and repression in France,
Norway and Canada over the past forty years. Therefore, democracies face a
secrecy dilemma. Secrecy is useful, but once a group or person has the ability to
decide what information is concealed from a rival, citizens can no longer monitor
that information. How then can the public be assured that national security policies
are not promoting hidden corruption or incompetence? As Democracy Declassified
shows, it is indeed possible for democracies to keep secrets while also maintaining
useful national security oversight institutions that can deter abuse and reassure
the public. Understanding secrecy and oversight in democracies helps us explain
not only why the Maginot Line rose and the French Republic fell, or how the US
stumbled but eventually won the Cold War, but more generally how democracies
can benefit from both public consent and necessary national security secrets. At a
time when ubiquitous debates over the issue of institutional accountability and
transparency have reached a fever pitch, Democracy Declassified provides a
grounded and important view on the connection between the role of secrecy in
democratic governance and foreign policy-making.

Barack Obama's Post-American Foreign Policy
Written by one of the most respected scholars and writers in political science, Gary
Jacobson, this book uses data to show that the partisan polarization in America
today is part of a decades-long trend, and analyzes the reasons why the public is
even more divided than ever along party lines about George W. Bush.
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Democracy Declassified
Reality appears dualistic from a logical standpoint. Monism is the picking of one
side of the issue as real and the other an illusion. Neomonism is the stance that the
answer is not to be found in one or the other but in a nondualistic stance that is a
paradoxical unity. I submit there is great confusion over the concept of one. There
is the mathematical understanding of one as singular or exclusive and there is the
metaphysical understanding of one as manifold or inclusive. Mathematical oneness
comes from the language of the mind and metaphysical oneness comes from the
language of the heart. This confusion is apparent when we talk about the oneness
of -O- (My spelling of the word God.) as we assume a mathematical one that is
separate while we are discussing a metaphysical one that is unity. It is true that -Ois one in the mathematical sense of the term, but it is also true that -O- is one in
the metaphysical sense of the term. -O- is singular in that there is nothing but -Oand at the same time -O- is unity for the same reason. -O- is not a separate one nor
separate manys for the one contains the many while the many contain the one.
One of the biggest problems with using the mathematical concept when discussing
Metaphysical issues is the idea of separate entities. -O- is separate from Nature.
Man is separate from Nature. -O- is separate from Man. These separations are true
only in a logical sense for one cannot separate one from the other in an existential
sense. The Biblical and Science Literalists are equally hubristic by acting as if they
have the authority speak for all of us on these issue of Science vs. Religion. It
seems to me this is a false dichotomy with equally unreasonable choices. I find it
somewhat amusing to listen to the arguments between the two camps as these
people make idols out of images in their attempt to force all people to accept one
or the other of the campfire stories as Truth. The Bibleist says only X is true while
the Materialist says only Y is true and both fail to realize their respective images
are irrelevant when it comes to Reality, which is at least A through Z. Perhaps the
most hubristic is this assertion that in order to be considered a -O-image, the
qualifier that it must be a being with volition and intent is included. To a Taoist, the
concept of the Tao has the same function as the concept of God does to a
Christian; why is one a -O-image and the other not? It does not follow that if some
parts of one -O-image are shown to be mistaken from a Scientific P.O.V., that all -Oimages are thereby invalid for the same reasons. Although they are two aspects of
the same enterprise (the understanding of Reality), they occupy different functions
in life. Religion is in the sphere of the Intuitive while Science is in the sphere of the
Rational. This is why traditional monism misses the point; the One is not a choice
between two sides of an issue. Unity is a Reality that encompasses Is and Is Not.
We act as if our dictionary daffynitions are the only valid ones, which is certainly
not the case, for neither the Biblical nor the Scietheistic images cover the entirety
of the Reality. One does not have to give up the idea of -O- just because scientific
evidence shows the universe to be self-generating. It seems a bit absurd to me
that our Worldview be based on either one or the other when neither option fills
the bill by itself. Neomonism questions the assumption of separateness as a
fundamental truth. There may be a dichotomy between mind and matter, for
example, but is the dichotomy logical or existential? Some take the stance of mind
only as reality, some take the body only stance; each mistakes a logical paradox
for an existential state of reality. Without body, as we understand it, we would not
have mind, as we understand it. Mind only is a partial answer, body only is a partial
answer. That any one particular answer is a partial answer does not mean it is a
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false answer, me

Running Alone
Presidential Leadership Dilemma, The
Since mid-century, America has witnessed an ominous decline in presidential
leadership, culminating in the failing presidency of George W. Bush today. How did
this happen? In Running Alone, the distinguished political scientist and leadership
expert James MacGregor Burns finds the origin of the problem in John F. Kennedy's
presidential style-and its influence on his successors in the Oval Office. Kennedy
rejected collective leadership in favor of a highly personalized executive branch,
run by a small group of hand-picked advisors. His successors followed his lead;
each in his own way ran and governed alone, exploiting the party base while often
ignoring party platforms and party needs. Burns charts the decline of genuine
leadership in the Oval Office and offers practical proposals for restoring the kind of
transforming leadership that this country so desperately needs. With unsurpassed
knowledge of American history and politics, Burns shows us the way forward.

A Divider, Not a Uniter
From party polarization, elections, and internal party politics, to the evolution of
the U.S. presidency, John S. Jackson's new book has something for everyone
interested in American politics. Beginning with a discussion of the creation of the
U.S. government to the formation of today's political powerhouses, Jackson
provides a narrative sweep of American party history like none other. Unique to
this book is a detailed breakdown of the evolution of political parties from 1832 to
the current era. Jackson explains how the reform era came to be, as well as how it
produced the polarized party era we have today. In doing so, he guides the reader
to an appreciation of where U.S. party politics originated and the aspirations of
those who helped create the current system. Jackson also examines the internal
mechanisms and personalities of the Democratic and Republican parties. He
compares multiple presidential elections, thus telling a broader story of the
unfolding of today's party polarization and gridlock. He also explores the
theoretical meaning of the changes observed in the parties from the responsible
party model perspective. The themes of continuity and change are set in the
context of group-think versus rational decisionmaking. Specific focus is given to
political elites who are sophisticated about politics and who make strategic
decisions, but are also bound by their humanity and occasionally fail to see the
right deci-sion due to their own personal biases. This book will be particularly
useful for those who want to explore polarization, the responsible parties model,
the rational actor model, and anyone who wants to better understand elections,
party politics, and the evolution of the presidency.

Assessing the George W. Bush Presidency
Few institutions have become as ferociously fought over in democratic politics as
the courts. While political criticism of judges in this country goes back to its
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inception, today’s intensely ideological assault is nearly unprecedented. Spend any
amount of time among the writings of contemporary right-wing critics of judicial
power, and you are virtually assured of seeing repeated complaints about the
“imperial judiciary.” American conservatives contend not only that judicial power
has expanded dangerously in recent decades, but that liberal judges now willfully
write their policy preferences into law. They raise alarms that American courts
possess a degree of power incompatible with the functioning of a democratic
polity. The Myth of the Imperial Judiciary explores the anti-judicial ideological trend
of the American right, refuting these claims and taking a realistic look at the role of
courts in our democracy to show that conservatives have a highly unrealistic
conception of their power. Kozlowski first assesses the validity of the conservative
view of the Founders’ intent, arguing that courts have played an assertive role in
our politics since their establishment. He then considers contemporary judicial
powers to show that conservatives have greatly overstated the extent to which the
expansion of rights which has occurred has worked solely to the benefit of liberals.
Kozlowski reveals the ways in which the claims of those on the right are often
either unsupported or simply wrong. He concludes that American courts, far from
imperiling our democracy or our moral fabric, stand as a bulwark against the abuse
of legislative power, acting forcefully, as they have always done, to give meaning
to constitutional promises.

Dublin Review
This fictitious conversation between George W. Bush and Osama bin Laden, framed
in a dream and well structured as if professionally facilitated, advances a
possibility, a vision: it demonstrates how two arch-enemies can end up
cooperating. Its aim is to provoke and to trigger something in the minds of people
who grapple with the question: What could we do other than to resort to
oppression, force, war, terror, and violence because of ideological differences and
opinions about how we might produce more justice in the world? The dialogue
revolves around one of the most pressing and serious issues of our times. Yet, the
material is presented as a satire. This dialogue is truly the stuff that dreams are
made of. But dreams and hopes continue to inspire, and perhaps some day they
will not seem so crazy after all. The author is versed in conflict management,
mediation and nonviolent communication. The text can well be used as a teaching
tool. It will also contribute to many good conversations.

New Directions in Public Opinion
Rivals for Power is a lively description of the power struggle between the president
and Congress. In it, leading congressional and presidential scholars and
knowledgeable former public officials consider the historical, political, and
constitutional foundations of conflict between the two branches. The authors give
practical advice about how to build cooperative policymaking between the
president and Congress as they struggle over major crises in solving economic
problems and addressing domestic issues and the challenges in defense and
foreign policy making. The book features original academic research and
practitioner knowledge from the White House and the Hill. This fourth edition
includes all new essays with unique and critical viewpoints on the role of the
president and Congress in the policy making process. Many of the essays focus on
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lessons learned about cooperation and conflict between the two branches from the
Clinton and Bush presidencies. The essays include preliminary analyses of
President Barack Obama's relationship with Congress. Because the authors have
made major contributions as congressional and presidential scholars, and have
played key roles in Congress, in the White House, in the media, and as lobbyists,
each chapter presents a different perspective. The new edition of Rivals for Power
is intended for students, scholars, public officials, the media, and the general
public. Contributions by Gary Andres, Richard S. Conley, Roger H. Davidson, The
Honorable Mickey Edwards, Louis Fisher, Patrick Griffin, The Honorable Lee H.
Hamilton, Mark J. Oleszek, Walter J. Oleszek, John E. Owens, James P. Pfiffner, Mark
J. Rozell, Andrew Rudalevige, Barbara Sinclair, Mitchel A. Sollenberger, James A.
Thurber, Stephen J. Wayne, and Joseph White.

I Have a Dream
"Recent research has described how broadly difficult it is for presidents to lead
public opinion and thereby push through government policy changes they seek.
Marshalling a comprehensive set of data and reporting new archival evidence, The
Provisional Pulpit is an impressive piece of scholarship that shows more precisely
than previous work---in percentage point terms---how strikingly limited presidents
are in their efforts to gain further public support for their specific proposals.
Presidents and their advisors need to be reminded of the difficulties they will
encounter if they try to do too much (especially during their first year in office), if
they do not devote sustained attention around the country to the most important
issues on their agenda, if they neglect to use opportunities for major national
televised addresses, and if they do not do all of this while the president is still
sufficiently popular. In these respects. The Provisional Pulpit is a major
contribution."---Robert Y. Shapiro, professor of political science, Columbia
University "Rottinghaus makes an important contribution to the ever-expanding
scholarship on the public presidency, particularly on the question of a president's
effectiveness at leading public opinion. This is thorough analysis, relying on both
quantitative and qualitative data, to provide the reader with an excellent
understanding of why some presidents have succeeded and why others have failed
to shift the public's policy preferences to be more in line with their own. This book
also reminds us of the many leadership challenges faced by contemporary
presidents in our media-saturated political environment."---Lori Cox Han, professor
of political science, Chapman University "Brandon Rottinghaus has produced an
interesting and important study of presidential leadership and public opinion. His
study aims to uncover the factors that facilitate successful presidential leadership
of public opinion, and he finds that presidents are most likely to succeed when
they are already popular, when they give the issue in question considerable
attention, and when there are few countervailing forces inhibiting such persuasion.
The study relies on both statistical and archival data, and as such makes both
methodological and substantive contributions to the field of presidential leadership
and public opinion."---Mary E. Stuckey, professor of communication and political
science, Georgia State University "The ear of the leader must ring with the voices
of the people. Together they rise to the challenge of the day."---Woodrow Wilson
The cornerstone of the public presidency is the ability of the White House to
influence, shape, and even manipulate public opinion. Ultimately, although much
has been written about presidential leadership of opinion, we are still left with
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many questions pertaining to the success of presidential opinion leadership efforts
throughout the modern presidency. What is still missing is a systematic, sequential
approach to check the accuracy of conventional political wisdom on how, when,
and under what conditions presidents lead public opinion. In The Provisional Pulpit
a simple theory of presidential leadership is developed, arguing that presidential
messages are more likely to be received if there are fewer countervailing agents or
messages to contradict the president's message. Brandon Rottinghaus concludes,
based upon the findings presented in this book, that the "bully pulpit" is largely
provisional for modern presidents. The more the president can avoid the political
echo chamber associated with partisan battles or communications, the better the
chance the president has to lead public opinion. In addition to several other
contingencies, presidents are successful at leading opinion when they continuously
push an issue in public, when their approval rating is higher, when they deliver
speeches on television from the seat of presidential power, and when the public is
persuadable. The Provisional Pulpit adds an important layer of understanding to
the issue of how and under what conditions presidents lead public opinion. The
findings here support and complement several theories in the literature. All
modern presidents clearly attempt to lead public opinion; often, due to factors
outside their control, they fail. This book is an exploration into how and when they
succeed. Especially for those interested and involved in presidential studies, but
also for political practitioners and interested general readers, The Provisional Pulpit
is an essential work of primary scholarship on this timely and much debated topic.

Affluence and Influence
After one of the most controversial and divisive periods in the history of American
foreign policy under President George W. Bush, the Obama administration was
expected to make changes for the better in US relations with the wider world. Now,
international problems confronting Obama appear more intractable, and there
seems to be a marked continuity in policies between Obama and his predecessor.
Robert Singh argues that Obama's approach of 'strategic engagement' was
appropriate for a new era of constrained internationalism, but it has yielded
modest results. Obama's search for the pragmatic middle has cost him political
support at home and abroad, whilst failing to make decisive gains. Singh suggests
by calibrating his foreign policies to the emergence of a 'post-American'world, the
president has yet to preside over a renaissance of US global leadership.
Ironically,Obama's policies have instead hastened the arrival of a post-American
world.

National Journal
In recent years American politics has seemingly become much more partisan, more
zero-sum, more vicious, and less able to confront the real problems our nation
faces. What has happened? In The Second Civil War, respected political
commentator Ronald Brownstein diagnoses the electoral, demographic, and
institutional forces that have wreaked such change over the American political
landscape, pulling politics into the margins and leaving precious little common
ground for compromise. The Second Civil War is not a book for Democrats or
Republicans but for all Americans who are disturbed by our current political
dysfunction and hungry for ways to understand it—and move beyond it.
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