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Encyclopaedia of the History of Science, Technology, and
Medicine in Non-Westen Cultures
A New York Times Notable Book A Los Angeles Times and Cleveland Plain Dealer
Best Book of the Year Winner of the PEN/E. O. Wilson Literary Science Writing
Award From the bestselling author of the acclaimed Chaos and Genius comes a
thoughtful and provocative exploration of the big ideas of the modern era:
Information, communication, and information theory. Acclaimed science writer
James Gleick presents an eye-opening vision of how our relationship to information
has transformed the very nature of human consciousness. A fascinating intellectual
journey through the history of communication and information, from the language
of Africa's talking drums to the invention of written alphabets; from the electronic
transmission of code to the origins of information theory, into the new information
age and the current deluge of news, tweets, images, and blogs. Along the way,
Gleick profiles key innovators, including Charles Babbage, Ada Lovelace, Samuel
Morse, and Claude Shannon, and reveals how our understanding of information is
transforming not only how we look at the world, but how we live.

A Little History of Science
This Very Short Introduction explores the history of Western medicine, examining
the key turning points, discoveries, and controversies in its rich history from
classical times to the present.

The Knowledge Machine: How Irrationality Created Modern
Science
E. H. Gombrich's Little History of the World, though written in 1935, has become
one of the treasures of historical writing since its first publication in English in
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2005. The Yale edition alone has now sold over half a million copies, and the book
is available worldwide in almost thirty languages. Gombrich was of course the bestknown art historian of his time, and his text suggests illustrations on every page.
This illustrated edition of the Little History brings together the pellucid humanity of
his narrative with the images that may well have been in his mind's eye as he
wrote the book. The two hundred illustrations—most of them in full color—are not
simple embellishments, though they are beautiful. They emerge from the text,
enrich the author's intention, and deepen the pleasure of reading this remarkable
work. For this edition the text is reset in a spacious format, flowing around
illustrations that range from paintings to line drawings, emblems, motifs, and
symbols. The book incorporates freshly drawn maps, a revised preface, and a new
index. Blending high-grade design, fine paper, and classic binding, this is both a
sumptuous gift book and an enhanced edition of a timeless account of human
history.

Childhood's End
Are plants intelligent? Can they solve problems, communicate, and navigate their
surroundings? Or are they passive, incapable of independent action or social
behavior? Philosophers and scientists have pondered these questions since ancient
Greece, most often concluding that plants are unthinking and inert: they are too
silent, too sedentary -- just too different from us. Yet discoveries over the past fifty
years have challenged these ideas, shedding new light on the extraordinary
capabilities and complex interior lives of plants. In Brilliant Green, Stefano
Mancuso, a leading scientist and founder of the field of plant neurobiology,
presents a new paradigm in our understanding of the vegetal world. Combining a
historical perspective with the latest in plant science, Mancuso argues that, due to
cultural prejudices and human arrogance, we continue to underestimate plants. In
fact, they process information, sleep, remember, and signal to one another -showing that, far from passive machines, plants are intelligent and aware. Through
a survey of plant capabilities from sight and touch to communication, Mancuso
challenges our notion of intelligence, presenting a vision of plant life that is more
sophisticated than most imagine. Plants have much to teach us, from network
building to innovations in robotics and man-made materials -- but only if we
understand more about how they live. Part botany lesson, part manifesto, Brilliant
Green is an engaging and passionate examination of the inner workings of the
plant kingdom. Financial support for the translation of this book has been provided
by SEPS: Segretariato Europeo Per Le Pubblicazioni Scientifiche.

A Little History of Philosophy
Discover 80 trail-blazing scientific ideas, which underpin our modern world, giving
us everything from antibiotics to gene therapy, electricity to space rockets and
batteries to smart phones. What is string theory or black holes? And who
discovered gravity and radiation? The Science Book presents the fascinating story
behind these and other of the world's most important concepts in maths,
chemistry, physics and biology in plain English, with easy to grasp "mind maps"
and eye-catching artworks. Albert Einstein once quoted Isaac Newton: "If I have
seen further than others, it is by standing on the shoulders of giants." Follow
context panels in The Science Book to trace how one scientist's ideas informed the
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next. See, for example, how Alan Turing's "universal computing machine" in the
1940s led to smart phones, or how Carl Linnaeus's classifications led to Darwin's
theory of evolution, the sequencing of the human genome and lifesaving gene
therapies. Part of the popular Big Ideas series, The Science Book is the perfect way
to explore this fascinating subject. Series Overview: Big Ideas Simply Explained
series uses creative design and innovative graphics along with straightforward and
engaging writing to make complex subjects easier to understand. With over 7
million copies worldwide sold to date, these award-winning books provide just the
information needed for students, families, or anyone interested in concise, thoughtprovoking refreshers on a single subject.

The Scientists
Offer more than six hundred entries on developments in Asia, Africa, the Islamic
world, Native America, and the Pacific

A Little Book for New Scientists
“The Knowledge Machine is the most stunningly illuminating book of the last
several decades regarding the all-important scientific enterprise.” —Rebecca
Newberger Goldstein, author of Plato at the Googleplex A paradigm-shifting work,
The Knowledge Machine revolutionizes our understanding of the origins and
structure of science. • Why is science so powerful? • Why did it take so long—two
thousand years after the invention of philosophy and mathematics—for the human
race to start using science to learn the secrets of the universe? In a
groundbreaking work that blends science, philosophy, and history, leading
philosopher of science Michael Strevens answers these challenging questions,
showing how science came about only once thinkers stumbled upon the
astonishing idea that scientific breakthroughs could be accomplished by breaking
the rules of logical argument. Like such classic works as Karl Popper’s The Logic of
Scientific Discovery and Thomas Kuhn’s The Structure of Scientific Revolutions, The
Knowledge Machine grapples with the meaning and origins of science, using a
plethora of vivid historical examples to demonstrate that scientists willfully ignore
religion, theoretical beauty, and even philosophy to embrace a constricted code of
argument whose very narrowness channels unprecedented energy into empirical
observation and experimentation. Strevens calls this scientific code the iron rule of
explanation, and reveals the way in which the rule, precisely because it is
unreasonably close-minded, overcomes individual prejudices to lead humanity
inexorably toward the secrets of nature. “With a mixture of philosophical and
historical argument, and written in an engrossing style” (Alan Ryan), The
Knowledge Machine provides captivating portraits of some of the greatest
luminaries in science’s history, including Isaac Newton, the chief architect of
modern science and its foundational theories of motion and gravitation; William
Whewell, perhaps the greatest philosopher-scientist of the early nineteenth
century; and Murray Gell-Mann, discoverer of the quark. Today, Strevens argues, in
the face of threats from a changing climate and global pandemics, the
idiosyncratic but highly effective scientific knowledge machine must be protected
from politicians, commercial interests, and even scientists themselves who seek to
open it up, to make it less narrow and more rational—and thus to undermine its
devotedly empirical search for truth. Rich with illuminating and often delightfully
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quirky illustrations, The Knowledge Machine, written in a winningly accessible style
that belies the import of its revisionist and groundbreaking concepts, radically
reframes much of what we thought we knew about the origins of the modern
world.

National Geographic Little Kids First Big Book of Science
An anthology of diverse and inspiring pieces to browse and to treasure. It shows
the many of the best scientists have displayed as much imagination and skill with
the pen as in the laboratory.

The Oxford Book of Modern Science Writing
Science is fantastic. It tells us about the infinite reaches of space, the tiniest living
organism, the human body, the history of Earth. People have always been doing
science because they have always wanted to make sense of the world and harness
its power. From ancient Greek philosophers through Einstein and Watson and Crick
to the computer-assisted scientists of today, men and women have wondered,
examined, experimented, calculated, and sometimes made discoveries so
earthshaking that people understood the world—or themselves—in an entirely new
way. This inviting book tells a great adventure story: the history of science. It takes
readers to the stars through the telescope, as the sun replaces the earth at the
center of our universe. It delves beneath the surface of the planet, charts the
evolution of chemistry's periodic table, introduces the physics that explain
electricity, gravity, and the structure of atoms. It recounts the scientific quest that
revealed the DNA molecule and opened unimagined new vistas for exploration.
Emphasizing surprising and personal stories of scientists both famous and unsung,
A Little History of Science traces the march of science through the centuries. The
book opens a window on the exciting and unpredictable nature of scientific activity
and describes the uproar that may ensue when scientific findings challenge
established ideas. With delightful illustrations and a warm, accessible style, this is
a volume for young and old to treasure together.

The Information
One of the world’s most beloved and bestselling writers takes his ultimate journey
-- into the most intriguing and intractable questions that science seeks to answer.
In A Walk in the Woods, Bill Bryson trekked the Appalachian Trail -- well, most of it.
In In A Sunburned Country, he confronted some of the most lethal wildlife Australia
has to offer. Now, in his biggest book, he confronts his greatest challenge: to
understand -- and, if possible, answer -- the oldest, biggest questions we have
posed about the universe and ourselves. Taking as territory everything from the
Big Bang to the rise of civilization, Bryson seeks to understand how we got from
there being nothing at all to there being us. To that end, he has attached himself
to a host of the world’s most advanced (and often obsessed) archaeologists,
anthropologists, and mathematicians, travelling to their offices, laboratories, and
field camps. He has read (or tried to read) their books, pestered them with
questions, apprenticed himself to their powerful minds. A Short History of Nearly
Everything is the record of this quest, and it is a sometimes profound, sometimes
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funny, and always supremely clear and entertaining adventure in the realms of
human knowledge, as only Bill Bryson can render it. Science has never been more
involving or entertaining. From the Hardcover edition.

Great Discoveries in Medicine
From The Epic of Gilgamesh to Harry Potter, this rollicking romp through the world
of literature reveals how writings from all over the world can transport us and help
us to make sense of what it means to be human.

Brief Answers to the Big Questions
For curious readers young and old, a rich and colorful history of religion from
humanity’s earliest days to our own contentious times In an era of hardening
religious attitudes and explosive religious violence, this book offers a welcome
antidote. Richard Holloway retells the entire history of religion—from the dawn of
religious belief to the twenty-first century—with deepest respect and a keen
commitment to accuracy. Writing for those with faith and those without, and
especially for young readers, he encourages curiosity and tolerance, accentuates
nuance and mystery, and calmly restores a sense of the value of faith. Ranging far
beyond the major world religions of Judaism, Islam, Christianity, Buddhism, and
Hinduism, Holloway also examines where religious belief comes from, the search
for meaning throughout history, today’s fascinations with Scientology and
creationism, religiously motivated violence, hostilities between religious people
and secularists, and more. Holloway proves an empathic yet discerning guide to
the enduring significance of faith and its power from ancient times to our own.

A Little History of the World
While the physical sciences are a continuously evolving source of technology and
of understanding about our world, they have become so specialized and rely on so
much prerequisite knowledge that for many people today the divide between the
sciences and the humanities seems even greater than it was when C. P. Snow
delivered his famous 1959 lecture, "The Two Cultures." In A Cultural History of
Physics, Hungarian scientist and educator Károly Simonyi succeeds in bridging this
chasm by describing the experimental methods and theoretical interpretations that
created scientific knowledge, from ancient times to the present day, within the
cultural environment in which it was formed. Unlike any other work of its kind,
Simonyi’s seminal opus explores the interplay of science and the humanities to
convey the wonder and excitement of scientific development throughout the ages.
These pages contain an abundance of excerpts from original resources, a wide
array of clear and straightforward explanations, and an astonishing wealth of
insight, revealing the historical progress of science and inviting readers into a
dialogue with the great scientific minds that shaped our current understanding of
physics. Beautifully illustrated, accurate in its scientific content and broad in its
historical and cultural perspective, this book will be a valuable reference for
scholars and an inspiration to aspiring scientists and humanists who believe that
science is an integral part of our culture.
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The New York Times Book of Science
For more than 150 years, The New York Times has been in the forefront of science
news reporting. These 125 articles from its archives are the very best, covering
more than a century of scientific breakthroughs, setbacks, and mysteries. The
varied topics range from chemistry to the cosmos, biology to ecology, genetics to
artificial intelligence, all curated by the former editor of Science Times, David
Corcoran. Big, informative, and wide-ranging, this journey through the scientific
stories of our times is a must-have for all science enthusiasts.

The History of Medicine: A Very Short Introduction
A History of the Warfare of Science with Theology in
Christendom
A companion to such acclaimed works as The Age of Wonder, A Clockwork
Universe, and Darwin’s Ghosts—a groundbreaking examination of the greatest
event in history, the Scientific Revolution, and how it came to change the way we
understand ourselves and our world. We live in a world transformed by scientific
discovery. Yet today, science and its practitioners have come under political
attack. In this fascinating history spanning continents and centuries, historian
David Wootton offers a lively defense of science, revealing why the Scientific
Revolution was truly the greatest event in our history. The Invention of Science
goes back five hundred years in time to chronicle this crucial transformation,
exploring the factors that led to its birth and the people who made it happen.
Wootton argues that the Scientific Revolution was actually five separate yet
concurrent events that developed independently, but came to intersect and create
a new worldview. Here are the brilliant iconoclasts—Galileo, Copernicus, Brahe,
Newton, and many more curious minds from across Europe—whose studies of the
natural world challenged centuries of religious orthodoxy and ingrained
superstition. From gunpowder technology, the discovery of the new world, movable
type printing, perspective painting, and the telescope to the practice of conducting
experiments, the laws of nature, and the concept of the fact, Wotton shows how
these discoveries codified into a social construct and a system of knowledge.
Ultimately, he makes clear the link between scientific discovery and the rise of
industrialization—and the birth of the modern world we know.

A People's History of Science
In the Retro Hugo Award–nominated novel that inspired the Syfy miniseries, alien
invaders bring peace to Earth—at a grave price: “A first-rate tour de force” (The
New York Times). In the near future, enormous silver spaceships appear without
warning over mankind’s largest cities. They belong to the Overlords, an alien race
far superior to humanity in technological development. Their purpose is to
dominate Earth. Their demands, however, are surprisingly benevolent: end war,
poverty, and cruelty. Their presence, rather than signaling the end of humanity,
ushers in a golden age . . . or so it seems. Without conflict, human culture and
progress stagnate. As the years pass, it becomes clear that the Overlords have a
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hidden agenda for the evolution of the human race that may not be as benevolent
as it seems. “Frighteningly logical, believable, and grimly prophetic . . . Clarke is a
master.” —Los Angeles Times

The Discoverers
A spirited volume on the great adventures of science throughout history, for
curious readers of all ages

The Science of Life
Many young Christians interested in the sciences have felt torn between two
options: remaining faithful to Christ or studying science. In this concise
introduction, Josh Reeves and Steve Donaldson provide both advice and
encouragement for Christians in the sciences to bridge the gap between science
and Christian belief and practice.

The Science of Describing
An original history of man's greatest adventure: his search to discover the world
around him. In the compendious history, Boorstin not only traces man's insatiable
need to know, but also the obstacles to discovery and the illusion that knowledge
can also put in our way. Covering time, the earth and the seas, nature and society,
he gathers and analyzes stories of the man's profound quest to understand his
world and the cosmos.

A Little History of the United States
A New York Times-bestselling author explains how the physical world shaped the
history of our species When we talk about human history, we often focus on great
leaders, population forces, and decisive wars. But how has the earth itself
determined our destiny? Our planet wobbles, driving changes in climate that
forced the transition from nomadism to farming. Mountainous terrain led to the
development of democracy in Greece. Atmospheric circulation patterns later on
shaped the progression of global exploration, colonization, and trade. Even today,
voting behavior in the south-east United States ultimately follows the underlying
pattern of 75 million-year-old sediments from an ancient sea. Everywhere is the
deep imprint of the planetary on the human. From the cultivation of the first crops
to the founding of modern states, Origins reveals the breathtaking impact of the
earth beneath our feet on the shape of our human civilizations.

The Evolution of Technology
Fully revised and updated, the second edition of the International Encyclopedia of
the Social and Behavioral Sciences, first published in 2001, offers a source of social
and behavioral sciences reference material that is broader and deeper than any
other. Available in both print and online editions, it comprises over 3,900 articles,
commissioned by 71 Section Editors, and includes 90,000 bibliographic references
as well as comprehensive name and subject indexes. Provides authoritative,
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foundational, interdisciplinary knowledge across the wide range of behavioral and
social sciences fields Discusses history, current trends and future directions Topics
are cross-referenced with related topics and each article highlights further reading

A Little History of Religion
"Information and photographs of scientific theories and facts, for young children"--

International Encyclopedia of the Social & Behavioral Sciences
We all know the history of science that we learned from grade school textbooks:
How Galileo used his telescope to show that the earth was not the center of the
universe; how Newton divined gravity from the falling apple; how Einstein unlocked
the mysteries of time and space with a simple equation. This history is made up of
long periods of ignorance and confusion, punctuated once an age by a brilliant
thinker who puts it all together. These few tower over the ordinary mass of people,
and in the traditional account, it is to them that we owe science in its entirety. This
belief is wrong. A People's History of Science shows how ordinary people
participate in creating science and have done so throughout history. It documents
how the development of science has affected ordinary people, and how ordinary
people perceived that development. It would be wrong to claim that the
formulation of quantum theory or the structure of DNA can be credited directly to
artisans or peasants, but if modern science is likened to a skyscraper, then those
twentieth-century triumphs are the sophisticated filigrees at its pinnacle that are
supported by the massive foundation created by the rest of us.

To Explain the World
The air we breathe is twenty-one percent oxygen, an amount higher than on any
other known world. While we may take our air for granted, Earth was not always an
oxygenated planet. How did it become this way? Donald Canfield—one of the
world's leading authorities on geochemistry, earth history, and the early
oceans—covers this vast history, emphasizing its relationship to the evolution of
life and the evolving chemistry of the Earth. Canfield guides readers through the
various lines of scientific evidence, considers some of the wrong turns and dead
ends along the way, and highlights the scientists and researchers who have made
key discoveries in the field. Showing how Earth’s atmosphere developed over time,
Oxygen takes readers on a remarkable journey through the history of the
oxygenation of our planet.

Fugitive Science
Honorable Mention, 2019 MLA Prize for a First Book Sole Finalist Mention for the
2018 Lora Romero First Book Prize, presented by the American Studies Association
Exposes the influential work of a group of black artists to confront and refute
scientific racism. Traversing the archives of early African American literature,
performance, and visual culture, Britt Rusert uncovers the dynamic experiments of
a group of black writers, artists, and performers. Fugitive Science chronicles a littleknown story about race and science in America. While the history of scientific
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racism in the nineteenth century has been well-documented, there was also a
counter-movement of African Americans who worked to refute its claims. Far from
rejecting science, these figures were careful readers of antebellum science who
linked diverse fields—from astronomy to physiology—to both on-the-ground
activism and more speculative forms of knowledge creation. Routinely excluded
from institutions of scientific learning and training, they transformed cultural
spaces like the page, the stage, the parlor, and even the pulpit into laboratories of
knowledge and experimentation. From the recovery of neglected figures like
Robert Benjamin Lewis, Hosea Easton, and Sarah Mapps Douglass, to new accounts
of Martin Delany, Henry Box Brown, and Frederick Douglass, Fugitive Science
makes natural science central to how we understand the origins and development
of African American literature and culture. This distinct and pioneering book will
spark interest from anyone wishing to learn more on race and society.

A Little History of Economics
Out of the diverse traditions of medical humanism, classical philology, and natural
philosophy, Renaissance naturalists created a new science devoted to discovering
and describing plants and animals. Drawing on published natural histories,
manuscript correspondence, garden plans, travelogues, watercolors, and drawings,
The Science of Describing reconstructs the evolution of this discipline of
description through four generations of naturalists. In the late fifteenth and early
sixteenth centuries, naturalists focused on understanding ancient and medieval
descriptions of the natural world, but by the mid-sixteenth century naturalists
turned toward distinguishing and cataloguing new plant and animal species. To do
so, they developed new techniques of observing and recording, created botanical
gardens and herbaria, and exchanged correspondence and specimens within an
international community. By the early seventeenth century, naturalists began the
daunting task of sorting through the wealth of information they had accumulated,
putting a new emphasis on taxonomy and classification. Illustrated with woodcuts,
engravings, and photographs, The Science of Describing is the first broad
interpretation of Renaissance natural history in more than a generation and will
appeal widely to an interdisciplinary audience.

Brilliant Green
Stephen Hawking was recognized as one of the greatest minds of our time and a
figure of inspiration after defying his ALS diagnosis at age twenty-one. He is known
for both his breakthroughs in theoretical physics as well as his ability to make
complex concepts accessible for all, and was beloved for his mischievous sense of
humor. At the time of his death, Hawking was working on a final project: a book
compiling his answers to the "big" questions that he was so often posed--questions
that ranged beyond his academic field. Within these pages, he provides his
personal views on our biggest challenges as a human race, and where we, as a
planet, are heading next. Each section will be introduced by a leading thinker
offering his or her own insight into Professor Hawking's contribution to our
understanding. The book will also feature a foreword from Academy Award winning
actor Eddie Redmayne, who portrayed Hawking in the film The Theory of
Everything, and an afterword by Hawking's daughter, Lucy Hawking, as well as
personal photographs and additional archival material.
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Origins
A wonderfully readable account of scientiﬁc development over the past ﬁve
hundred years, focusing on the lives and achievements of individual scientists, by
the bestselling author of In Search of Schrödinger’s Cat In this ambitious new book,
John Gribbin tells the stories of the people who have made science, and of the
times in which they lived and worked. He begins with Copernicus, during the
Renaissance, when science replaced mysticism as a means of explaining the
workings of the world, and he continues through the centuries, creating an
unbroken genealogy of not only the greatest but also the more obscure names of
Western science, a dot-to-dot line linking amateur to genius, and accidental
discovery to brilliant deduction. By focusing on the scientists themselves, Gribbin
has written an anecdotal narrative enlivened with stories of personal drama,
success and failure. A bestselling science writer with an international reputation,
Gribbin is among the few authors who could even attempt a work of this
magnitude. Praised as “a sequence of witty, information-packed tales” and “a
terriﬁc read” by The Times upon its recent British publication, The Scientists
breathes new life into such venerable icons as Galileo, Isaac Newton, Albert
Einstein and Linus Pauling, as well as lesser lights whose stories have been
undeservedly neglected. Filled with pioneers, visionaries, eccentrics and madmen,
this is the history of science as it has never been told before.

A Little History of Science
Describes the evolution of medical knowledge from the earliest practices in ancient
Egypt, India, and China to the latest technology and the genetic revolution.

A Little History of Poetry
This book presents an evolutionary theory of technological change based upon
recent scholarship in the history of technology and upon relevant material drawn
from economic history and anthropology. It challenges the popular notion that
technology advances by the efforts of a few heroic individuals who produce a
series of revolutionary inventions owing little or nothing to the technological past.
Therefore, the book's argument is shaped by analogies taken selectively from the
theory of organic evolution, and not from the theory and practice of political
revolution. Three themes appear, and reappear with variations, throughout the
study. The first is diversity: an acknowledgment of the vast numbers of different
kinds of made things (artifacts) that have long been available to humanity; the
second is necessity: the belief that humans are driven to invent new artifacts in
order to meet basic biological requirements such as food, shelter, and defense;
and the third is technological evolution: an organic analogy that explains both the
emergence of novel artifacts and their subsequent selection by society for
incorporation into its material life without invoking either biological necessity or
technological progress. Although the book is not intended to provide a strict
chronological account of the development of technology, historical examples including many of the major achievements of Western technology: the waterwheel,
the printing press, the steam engine, automobiles and trucks, and the transistor are used extensively to support its theoretical framework. The Evolution of
Page 10/14

Bookmark File PDF A Little History Of Science William Bynum
Techology will be of interest to all readers seeking to learn how and why
technology changes, including both students and specialists in the history of
technology and science.

A Little History of Science
Philosophy begins with questions about the nature of reality and how we should
live. These were the concerns of Socrates, who spent his days in the ancient
Athenian marketplace asking awkward questions, disconcerting the people he met
by showing them how little they genuinely understood. This engaging book
introduces the great thinkers in Western philosophy and explores their most
compelling ideas about the world and how best to live in it. In forty brief chapters,
Nigel Warburton guides us on a chronological tour of the major ideas in the history
of philosophy. He provides interesting and often quirky stories of the lives and
deaths of thought-provoking philosophers from Socrates, who chose to die by
hemlock poisoning rather than live on without the freedom to think for himself, to
Peter Singer, who asks the disquieting philosophical and ethical questions that
haunt our own times. Warburton not only makes philosophy accessible, he offers
inspiration to think, argue, reason, and ask in the tradition of Socrates. A Little
History of Philosophy presents the grand sweep of humanity's search for
philosophical understanding and invites all to join in the discussion.

The Lessons of History
Humans: A Brief History of How We F*cked It All Up
A masterful commentary on the history of science from the Greeks to modern
times, by Nobel Prize-winning physicist Steven Weinberg—a thought-provoking and
important book by one of the most distinguished scientists and intellectuals of our
time. In this rich, irreverent, and compelling history, Nobel Prize-winning physicist
Steven Weinberg takes us across centuries from ancient Miletus to medieval
Baghdad and Oxford, from Plato’s Academy and the Museum of Alexandria to the
cathedral school of Chartres and the Royal Society of London. He shows that the
scientists of ancient and medieval times not only did not understand what we
understand about the world—they did not understand what there is to understand,
or how to understand it. Yet over the centuries, through the struggle to solve such
mysteries as the curious backward movement of the planets and the rise and fall
of the tides, the modern discipline of science eventually emerged. Along the way,
Weinberg examines historic clashes and collaborations between science and the
competing spheres of religion, technology, poetry, mathematics, and philosophy.
An illuminating exploration of the way we consider and analyze the world around
us, To Explain the World is a sweeping, ambitious account of how difficult it was to
discover the goals and methods of modern science, and the impact of this
discovery on human knowledge and development.

The Invention of Science
A concise survey of the culture and civilization of mankind, The Lessons of History
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is the result of a lifetime of research from Pulitzer Prize–winning historians Will and
Ariel Durant. With their accessible compendium of philosophy and social progress,
the Durants take us on a journey through history, exploring the possibilities and
limitations of humanity over time. Juxtaposing the great lives, ideas, and
accomplishments with cycles of war and conquest, the Durants reveal the towering
themes of history and give meaning to our own.

A Little History of Literature
A spirited volume on the great adventures of science throughout history, for
curious readers of all ages

A Short History of Nearly Everything
How did a land and people of such immense diversity come together under a
banner of freedom and equality to form one of the most remarkable nations in the
world? Everyone from young adults to grandparents will be fascinated by the
answers uncovered in James West Davidson’s vividly told A Little History of the
United States. In 300 fast-moving pages, Davidson guides his readers through 500
years, from the first contact between the two halves of the world to the rise of
America as a superpower in an era of atomic perils and diminishing resources. In
short, vivid chapters the book brings to life hundreds of individuals whose stories
are part of the larger American story. Pilgrim William Bradford stumbles into an
Indian deer trap on his first day in America; Harriet Tubman lets loose a pair of
chickens to divert attention from escaping slaves; the toddler Andrew Carnegie,
later an ambitious industrial magnate, gobbles his oatmeal with a spoon in each
hand. Such stories are riveting in themselves, but they also spark larger questions
to ponder about freedom, equality, and unity in the context of a nation that is, and
always has been, remarkably divided and diverse.

Oxygen
A lively, inviting account of the history of economics, told through events from
ancient to modern times and the ideas of great thinkers in the field What causes
poverty? Are economic crises inevitable under capitalism? Is government
intervention in an economy a helpful approach or a disastrous idea? The answers
to such basic economic questions matter to everyone, yet the unfamiliar jargon
and math of economics can seem daunting. This clear, accessible, and even
humorous book is ideal for young readers new to economics and for all readers
who seek a better understanding of the full sweep of economic history and ideas.
Economic historian Niall Kishtainy organizes short, chronological chapters that
center on big ideas and events. He recounts the contributions of key thinkers
including Adam Smith, David Ricardo, Karl Marx, John Maynard Keynes, and others,
while examining topics ranging from the invention of money and the rise of
agrarianism to the Great Depression, entrepreneurship, environmental destruction,
inequality, and behavioral economics. The result is a uniquely enjoyable volume
that succeeds in illuminating the economic ideas and forces that shape our world.

A Cultural History of Physics
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Modern humans have come a long way in the seventy thousand years they’ve
walked the earth. Art, science, culture, trade—on the evolutionary food chain,
we’re true winners. But it hasn’t always been smooth sailing, and sometimes—just
occasionally—we’ve managed to truly f*ck things up. Weaving together history,
science, politics and pop culture, Humans offers a panoramic exploration of
humankind in all its glory, or lack thereof. From Lucy, our first ancestor, who fell
out of a tree and died, to General Zhou Shou of China, who stored gunpowder in
his palace before a lantern festival, to the Austrian army attacking itself one
drunken night, to the most spectacular fails of the present day, Humans reveals
how even the most mundane mistakes can shift the course of civilization as we
know it. Lively, wry and brimming with brilliant insight, this unique compendium
offers a fresh take on world history and is one of the most entertaining reads of the
year.

The Science Book
A vital, engaging, and hugely enjoyable guide to poetry, from ancient times to the
present, by one of our greatest champions of literature What is poetry? If music is
sound organized in a particular way, poetry is a way of organizing language. It is
language made special so that it will be remembered and valued. It does not
always work—over the centuries countless thousands of poems have been
forgotten. This little history is about some that have not. John Carey tells the
stories behind the world’s greatest poems, from the oldest surviving one written
nearly four thousand years ago to those being written today. Carey looks at poets
whose works shape our views of the world, such as Dante, Chaucer, Shakespeare,
Whitman, and Yeats. He also looks at more recent poets, like Derek Walcott,
Marianne Moore, and Maya Angelou, who have started to question what makes a
poem "great" in the first place. This little history shines a light on the richness and
variation of the world’s poems—and the elusive quality that makes them all the
more enticing.
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