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Nibble Munch Chomp
Listen, Slowly is a New York Times Book Review
Notable Book and a Publishers Weekly Best Book of
the Year! This remarkable and bestselling novel from
Thanhha Lai, author of the National Book
Award–winning and Newbery Honor Book Inside Out &
Back Again, follows a young girl as she learns the true
meaning of family. A California girl born and raised,
Mai can’t wait to spend her vacation at the beach.
Instead, she has to travel to Vietnam with her
grandmother, who is going back to find out what
really happened to her husband during the Vietnam
War. Mai’s parents think this trip will be a great
opportunity for their out-of-touch daughter to learn
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more about her culture. But to Mai, those are their
roots, not her own. Vietnam is hot, smelly, and the
last place she wants to be. Besides barely speaking
the language, she doesn’t know the geography, the
local customs, or even her distant relatives. To
survive her trip, Mai must find a balance between her
two completely different worlds. Perfect for fans of
Rita Williams-Garcia and Linda Sue Park, Listen,
Slowly is an irresistibly charming and emotionally
poignant tale about a girl who discovers that home
and culture, family and friends, can all mean different
things.

Scat
From the best-selling author of Skinny Dip and Razor
Girl, a hilarious new novel of social and political
intrigue, set against the glittering backdrop of
Florida's gold coast. It's the height of the Palm Beach
charity ball season: for every disease or cause,
there's a reason for the local luminaries to eat
(minimally), drink (maximally), and be seen. But when
a prominent high-society dowager suddenly vanishes
during a swank gala, and is later found dead in a
concrete grave, panic and chaos erupt. Kiki Pew was
notable not just for her wealth and her jewels--she
was an ardent fan of the Winter White House resident
just down the road, and a founding member of the
POTUSSIES, a group of women dedicated to
supporting their President. Never one to miss an
opportunity to play to his base, the President
immediately declares that Kiki was the victim of
rampaging immigrant hordes. This, it turns out, is far
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from the truth. The truth might just lie in the middle
of the highway, where a bizarre discovery brings the
First Lady's motorcade to a grinding halt (followed by
some grinding between the First Lady and a lovestruck Secret Service agent). Enter Angie Armstrong,
wildlife wrangler extraordinaire, who arrives at her
own conclusions after she is summoned to the posh
island to deal with a mysterious and impolite influx of
huge, hungry pythons . . . Carl Hiaasen can brighten
even the darkest of days and Squeeze Me is pure,
unadulterated Hiaasen. Irreverent, ingenious, and
highly entertaining, Squeeze Me perfectly captures
the absurdity of our times.

The Undefeated
Winner, The Grateful American Book Prize Leander
and Polly are two teenage Union soldiers who carry
deep, dangerous secrets. Leander is underage when
he enlists and Polly follows her father into war
disguised as his son. The war proves life changing for
both as they survive incredible odds. Leander
struggles to be accepted as a man and loses his arm
as a consequence. Polly mourns the death of her
father, endures Andersonville Prison, and narrowly
escapes the Sultana steamboat disaster. As the lives
of these young, brave soldiers intersect, each finds a
wealth of courage and learns about the importance of
loyalty, family, and love. Like a River is a lyrical
atmospheric first novel told in two voices. Readers will
be transported to the homes,waterways, camps,
hospitals, and prisons of the Civil–War era. They will
also see themselves in the universal themes of
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dealing with parents, friendships, bullying, failure, and
young love.

Dance of the Reptiles
Slowly Jack learns the pleasures of writing poetry as
Miss Stretchberry encourages him to tell his own story
through verse. What emerges is a moving and
memorable story about a boy and his dog and his
growing passion for poetry.

Hoot
Zig and Wikki arrive on Earth to seach for a pet for
Zig's class assignment.

A Step from Heaven
Winner of the American Academy of Arts and Letters'
Sue Kaufman Prize for First Fiction and of the Ernest
Hemingway Foundation's Citation for Fiction. An
eleven-year-old heroine tells her unforgettable story
with honesty, perceptivity, humor, and
unselfconscious heroism. "The honesty of thought and
eye and feeling and word!"--Eudora Welty; "A lovely,
breathtaking, sometimes heart-wrenching first
novel."--Walker Percy. A LITERARY GUILD SELECTION.

Chomp
A bighearted dystopian novel about the corrosive
effects of fear and the redemptive power of love. With
soaring literary prose and the tense pacing of a
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thriller, the first-time novelist Peyton Marshall
imagines a grim and startling future. At the end of the
twenty-first century—in a transformed America—the
sons of convicted felons are tested for a set of genetic
markers. Boys who test positive become compulsory
wards of the state—removed from their homes and
raised on "Goodhouse" campuses, where they learn to
reform their darkest thoughts and impulses.
Goodhouse is a savage place—part prison, part
boarding school—and now a radical religious group,
the Holy Redeemer's Church of Purity, is intent on
destroying each campus and purifying every child
with fire. We see all this through the eyes of James, a
transfer student who watched as the radicals set fire
to his old Goodhouse and killed nearly everyone he'd
ever known. In addition to adjusting to a new campus
with new rules, James now has to contend with
Bethany, a brilliant, medically fragile girl who wants to
save him, and with her father, the school's sinister
director of medical studies. Soon, however, James
realizes that the biggest threat might already be
there, inside the fortified walls of Goodhouse
itself.Partly based on the true story of the nineteenthcentury Preston School of Industry, Goodhouse
explores questions of identity and free will—and what
it means to test the limits of human endurance.

Chomp of the Meat-Eating Vegetables: A
Branches Book (The Notebook of Doom
#4)
Carl Hiaasen serves up his unique brand of swamp
justice in the New York Times bestseller Skink—No
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Surrender. A National Book Award Longlist Selection
When your cousin goes missing under suspicious
circumstances, who do you call? There’s only one
man for the job: a half-crazed, half-feral, one-eyed exgovernor named Skink. Skink joins 14-year-old
Richard on a breakneck chase across Florida,
undaunted by lightning storms, poisonous snakes,
flying bullets, and giant gators. There are a million
places cousin Malley could be, a million unpleasant
fates that might have befallen her, but one thing is
certain: in the Florida swamp, justice is best served
wild. SUNSHINE STATE AWARD FINALIST!

Petey (new cover)
Critically acclaimed when it was first published, Tuck
Everlasting has become a much-loved, well-studied
modern-day classic. This anniversary edition features
an in-depth interview conducted by Betsy Hearne in
which Natalie Babbitt takes a look at Tuck Everlasting
twenty-five years later. What if you could live forever?
Is eternal life a blessing or a curse? That is what
young Winnie Foster must decide when she discovers
a spring on her family’s property whose waters grant
immortality. Members of the Tuck family, having
drunk from the spring, tell Winnie of their experiences
watching life go by and never growing older. But then
Winnie must decide whether or not to keep the Tucks’
secret—and whether or not to join them on their
never-ending journey. Praise for Tuck Everlasting by
Natalie Babbitt: “A fearsome and beautifully written
book that can't be put down or forgotten.” —The New
York Times “Exciting and excellently written.” —The
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New York Times Book Review “With its serious
intentions and light touch the story is, like the Tucks,
timeless.” —Chicago Sun-Times “Probably the best
work of our best children's novelist.” —Harper's
“Natalie Babbitt's great skill is spinning fantasy with
the lilt and sense of timeless wisdom of the old fairy
tales. . . . It lingers on, haunting your waking hours,
making you ponder.” —The Boston Globe “This book
is as shapely, crisp, sweet, and tangy as a summerripe pear.” —Entertainment Weekly This title has
Common Core connections.

Carl Hiaasen 5-Book Collection
We take for granted the need to consider nutritional
benefits of the food we eat, but what about the meals
we provide for some of our best friends -- our pets? Dr
Sasha Herbert, senior vet at Melbourne's Lort Smith
Animal Hospital where they treat more than 80,000
pets a year, has made a life-time study of the
importance of the right diet for our animals. She
regularly treats much-loved pets that need her
attention because their diet is lacking some of the
basic nutrients they need for good health. In this book
Dr Herbert explains in simple terms what each group
of animals needs in its diet. She discusses all sorts of
pets, including dogs, cats, birds, rabbits, guinea pigs,
snakes, turtles and lizards. For each there is a plain
explanation of what problems can arise when dietary
needs are not met, followed by a comprehensive
collection of easy-to-make recipes for all sorts of tasty
meals you can provide for your pet. There are main
courses, bulk recipes to cook up and freeze, small
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snacks, and even little treats to prepare and dole out
when you feel like spoiling your mate. This book will
change the way you think about what your pet needs
and eats. You will enjoy Sasha's straightforward
approach and your pet will thank-you every time you
serve up one of these recipes. The book is beautifully
designed with wonderful pictures throughout.

Brian's Winter : a Novel Study
From Newbery Honoree Carl Hiaasen comes this New
York Times bestseller set in Florida's Everglades in
which an eccentric eco-avenger, a stuffed rat named
Chelsea, a wannabe Texas oilman, a singing
substitute teacher, and a ticked-off panther can’t stop
two kids on a mission to find their missing teacher!
Bunny Starch, the most feared biology teacher ever,
is missing. She disappeared after a school field trip to
Black Vine Swamp. And, to be honest, the kids in her
class are relieved. But when the principal tries to tell
the students that Mrs. Starch has been called away on
a "family emergency," Nick and Marta just don't buy
it. No, they figure the class delinquent, Smoke, has
something to do with her disappearance. And he
does! But not in the way they think. There's a lot
more going on in Black Vine Swamp than any one
player in this twisted tale can see. It’s all about to hit
the fan, and when it does, the bad guys better scat.
“Ingenious . . . Scat won’t disappoint Hiaasenphiles of
any age.” —The New York Times “Woohoo! It’s time
for another trip to Florida—screwy, gorgeous Florida,
with its swamps and scammers and strange creatures
(two- and four-legged). Our guide, of course, is Carl
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Hiaasen.” —DenverPost.com

Listen, Slowly
This Newbery Honor-winning, hilarious Floridian
adventure involves new kids, bullies, alligators, ecowarriors, pancakes, pint-sized owls, and more. A New
York Times bestseller! Everybody loves Mother
Paula’s pancakes. Everybody, that is, except the
colony of cute but endangered owls that live on the
building site of the new restaurant. Can the awkward
new kid and his feral friend prank the pancake people
out of town? Or is the owls’ fate cemented in pancake
batter? “A wonderful tour de-force.” —The Boston
Globe “A rollicking, righteous story.” —The Miami
Herald “Yes, it is a hoot.”—The Washington Post

Goodhouse
Hoot
An erudite scholar and an elegant writer, Gordon S.
Wood has won both numerous awards and a broad
readership since the 1969 publication of his widely
acclaimed The Creation of the American Republic.
With The Purpose of the Past, Wood has essentially
created a history of American history, assessing the
current state of history vis-à-vis the work of some of
its most important scholars-doling out praise and
scorn with equal measure. In this wise, passionate
defense of history's ongoing necessity, Wood argues
that we cannot make intelligent decisions about the
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future without understanding our past. Wood offers a
master's insight into what history-at its best-can be
and reflects on its evolving and essential role in our
culture.

The Purpose of the Past
Andrew Yancy—late of the Miami Police and soon-tobe-late of the Monroe County sheriff’s office—has a
human arm in his freezer. There’s a logical
(Hiaasenian) explanation for that, but not for how and
why it parted from its shadowy owner. Yancy thinks
the boating-accident/shark-luncheon explanation is
full of holes, and if he can prove murder, the sheriff
might rescue him from his grisly Health Inspector gig
(it’s not called the roach patrol for nothing). But
first—this being Hiaasen country—Yancy must
negotiate an obstacle course of wildly unpredictable
events with a crew of even more wildly unpredictable
characters, including his just-ex lover, a hot-blooded
fugitive from Kansas; the twitchy widow of the frozen
arm; two avariciously optimistic real-estate
speculators; the Bahamian voodoo witch known as
the Dragon Queen, whose suitors are blinded unto
death by her peculiar charms; Yancy’s new true love,
a kinky coroner; and the eponymous bad monkey,
who with hilarious aplomb earns his place among Carl
Hiaasen’s greatest characters. Here is Hiaasen doing
what he does better than anyone else: spinning a tale
at once fiercely pointed and wickedly funny in which
the greedy, the corrupt, and the degraders of what’s
left of pristine Florida—now, of the Bahamas as
well—get their comeuppance in mordantly ingenious,
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diabolically entertaining fashion.

Like a River
In 1922, at the age of two, Petey's distraught parents
commit him to the state's insane asylum, unaware
that their son is actually suffering from severe
cerebral palsy. Bound by his wheelchair and
struggling to communicate with the people around
him, Petey finds a way to remain kind and generous
despite the horrific conditions in his new "home."
Through the decades, he befriends several caretakers
but is heartbroken when each eventually leaves him.
Determined not to be hurt again, he vows to no longer
let hope of lifelong friends and family torment him.
That changes after he is moved into a nursing home
and meets a young teen named Trevor Ladd; he sees
something in the boy and decides to risk friendship
one last time. Trevor, new to town and a bit of a loner,
is at first weary of the old man in the wheelchair. But
after hearing more of his story, Trevor learns that
there is much more to Petey than meets the eye.
Petey is a touching story of friendship, discovery, and
the uplifting power of the human spirit.

The Dragons of Blueland
Bestselling author Carl Hiaasen serves up a humorous
helping of "taut, fast-paced actioncrisp and hot” (The
New York Times). After dispatching a pistol-packing
intruder from his home with the help of a stuffed
Marlin head, Mick Stranahan can't deny that someone
is out to get him. His now-deceased intruder carries
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no I.D., and as a former Florida state investigator,
Stranahan knows there are plenty of potential
culprits. His long list of enemies includes an off point
hit man, a personal injury lawyer of billboard fame, a
notoriously irritating TV journalist, and a fumbling
plastic surgeon. Now, if he wants to keep fishing into
his golden years, Stranahan has no choice but to
come out of retirement to close this one last case

Flush
This collection features five of Newbery Honorwinning and #1 New York Times bestselling author
Carl Hiaasen's beloved classics! Take a trip to Carl
Hiaasen's Florida--where the animals are wild and the
people are wilder--with this collection that includes
Hoot, Flush, Scat, Chomp, and Squirm! Hoot:
Everybody loves Mother Paula's pancakes. Everybody,
that is, except the cute but endangered owls that live
on the building site of the new restaurant. Can the
awkward new kid and his feral friend prank the
pancake people out of town? Or is the owls' fate
cemented in pancake batter? Flush: The Coral Queen
casino boat is treating the ocean like a toilet bowl, so
Noah's dad decides to sink the darn thing. Problem is,
there's no evidence of illegal dumping. Now Dad's in
the clink, the boat's back in business, and only Noah
can flush the truth out into the open. Scat: The most
terrifying teacher in school is missing in the
Everglades, and it's up to Nick and Marta to find her.
But first they'll have to reckon with a junior arsonist, a
wannabe Texas oilman, and a ticked-off Florida
panther. It's all about to hit the fan, and when it does,
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these kids better scat. Chomp: When Wahoo Cray's
dad--a professional animal wrangler--takes a job with
a reality-TV survival show, Wahoo figures he'll have to
do a bit of wrangling himself to keep his father from
killing the show's inept and egotistical star. But the
job keeps getting more complicated--and it isn't just
the animals who are ready to chomp. Squirm: This
summer, Billy will fly across the country, hike a
mountain, float a river, dodge a grizzly bear, shoot
down a spy drone, save a neighbor's cat, save an
endangered panther, and then try to save his own
father.

Silverwing
When a newborn bat named Shade but sometimes
called "Runt" becomes separated from his colony
during migration, he grows in ways that prepare him
for even greater journeys.

Grandmother Fish
Elmer must come once again to the aid of Boris, his
flying baby dragon, when men discover its retreat and
begin to hunt it, in the final installment of the My
Father's Dragon trilogy. Reissue.

Double Whammy
From the legendary author of "Bad Monkey, Star
Island, " and "Nature Girl" comes his new full-tilt,
razor-sharp, unstoppably hilarious and entertaining
novel filled with the zany, raunchy, irresistible fun his
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fans never stop craving. Tall Premium Edition.

Zig and Wikki in Something Ate My
Homework
Convex optimization problems arise frequently in
many different fields. This book provides a
comprehensive introduction to the subject, and shows
in detail how such problems can be solved
numerically with great efficiency. The book begins
with the basic elements of convex sets and functions,
and then describes various classes of convex
optimization problems. Duality and approximation
techniques are then covered, as are statistical
estimation techniques. Various geometrical problems
are then presented, and there is detailed discussion
of unconstrained and constrained minimization
problems, and interior-point methods. The focus of
the book is on recognizing convex optimization
problems and then finding the most appropriate
technique for solving them. It contains many worked
examples and homework exercises and will appeal to
students, researchers and practitioners in fields such
as engineering, computer science, mathematics,
statistics, finance and economics.

Ellen Foster
Take a romp in the swamp with this New York Times
bestselling mystery adventure set in the Florida Keys
from Newbery Honoree Carl Hiaasen! Noah's dad is
sure that the owner of the Coral Queen casino boat is
flushing raw sewage into the harbor—which has made
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taking a dip at the local beach like swimming in a
toilet. He can't prove it though, and so he decides
that sinking the boat will make an effective
statement. Right. The boat is pumped out and back in
business within days and Noah's dad is in the local
lock-up. Now Noah is determined to succeed where
his dad failed. He will prove that the Coral Queen is
dumping illegally . . . somehow. “The writing is pitch
perfect.” —The New York Times “A royal flush.”
—Chicago Sun-Times “Classic Hiaasen—laugh-outloud satire in a Florida setting.” —Life

Bad Monkey
Snakes, grizzlies, a missing dad, a menacing drone
Carl Hiaasen delivers a wickledly funny, slightly
subversive tale in his latest New York Times
bestseller. Some facts about Billy Dickens: * He once
saw a biker swerve across the road in order to run
over a snake. * Later, that motorcycle somehow
ended up at the bottom of a canal. * Billy isn't the
type to let things go. Some facts about Billy's family: *
They've lived in six different Florida towns because
Billy's mom insists on getting a house near a bald
eagle nest. * Billy's dad left when he was four and is a
total mystery. * Billy has just found his dad's
address--in Montana. This summer, Billy will fly across
the country, hike a mountain, float a river, dodge a
grizzly bear, shoot down a spy drone, save a
neighbor's cat, save an endangered panther, and then
try to save his own father.

Convex Optimization
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NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER If you think the
wildest, wackiest stories that Carl Hiaasen can tell
have all made it into his hilarious, bestselling novels,
think again. Dance of the Reptiles collects the best of
Hiaasen’s Miami Herald columns, which lay bare the
stories--large and small--that demonstrate anew that
truth is far stranger than fiction. Hiaasen offers his
commentary—indignant, disbelieving, sometimes
righteously angry, and frequently hilarious—on
burning issues like animal welfare, polluted rivers,
and the broken criminal justice system as well as the
Deepwater Horizon oil spill, Bernie Madoff's trial, and
the shenanigans of the recent presidential elections.
Whether or not you have read Carl Hiaasen before,
you are in for a wild ride.

The Dog Who Was There
The Newbery Award-winning author of THE
CROSSOVER pens an ode to black American triumph
and tribulation, with art from a two-time Caldecott
Honoree. Originally performed for ESPN's The
Undefeated, this poem is a love letter to black life in
the United States. It highlights the unspeakable
trauma of slavery, the faith and fire of the civil rights
movement, and the grit, passion, and perseverance of
some of the world's greatest heroes. The text is also
peppered with references to the words of Martin
Luther King, Jr., Langston Hughes, Gwendolyn Brooks,
and others, offering deeper insights into the
accomplishments of the past, while bringing stark
attention to the endurance and spirit of those
surviving and thriving in the present. Robust back
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matter at the end provides valuable historical context
and additional detail for those wishing to learn more.

Love That Dog
The hysterical #1 New York Times bestseller from
Newbery honoree Carl Hiaasen featuring gators,
snakes, bats that bite, and reality show hosts gone
wild! When Wahoo Cray’s dad—a professional animal
wrangler—takes a job with a reality TV show called
Expedition Survival!, Wahoo figures he'll have to do a
bit of wrangling himself to keep his father from killing
Derek Badger, the show's inept and egotistical star.
But the job keeps getting more complicated: Derek
Badger insists on using wild animals for his stunts;
and Wahoo's acquired a shadow named Tuna—a girl
who's sporting a shiner courtesy of her father and
needs a place to hide out. They've only been on
location in the Everglades for a day before Derek gets
bitten by a bat and goes missing in a storm. Search
parties head out and promptly get lost themselves.
And then Tuna's dad shows up with a gun . . . It's
anyone's guess who will actually survive Expedition
Survival. . . “Only in Florida—and in the fiction of its
native son Carl Hiaasen—does a dead iguana fall from
a palm tree and kill somebody.” —New York Post
“Chomp is a delightful laugh-out-loud sendup of the
surreality of TV that will be enjoyed by readers of all
ages.” —Los Angeles Times “Chomp shines in its
humorous, subtle tweaks on pop culture. . . . The real
satisfaction, however, is not so much in the book’s
humor but in its truth.” —Time Out Chicago Kids
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Razor Girl
Jeff Anderson and literacy coach Whitney La Rocca
take you into primary and intermediate classrooms
where students are curious about language, engage
with the world around them, and notice and
experiment with the conventions all writers use.
Instead of chanting grammar rules or completing
countless convention worksheets, we invite young
writers to explore conventions as special effects
devices that activate meaning. Our students study
authentic texts and come to recognize these
"patterns of power"--the essential grammar
conventions that readers and writers require to make
meaning. The first part of the book introduces a
vibrant approach to grammar instruction and sets up
what you need to immerse yourself in the Patterns of
Power process, inviting students to experiment and
play with language. The second part of the book
offers over seventy practical, ready-to-use lessons,
including: Extensive support materials Over 100
mentor sentences, curated for grades 1-5 Student
work samples Tips and power notes to facilitate your
own knowledge and learning Examples for application
In Patterns of Power Jeff and Whitney suggest that
taking just five minutes from your reading workshop
and five minutes from your writing workshop to focus
on how the conventions connect reading and writing
will miraculously affect your students' understanding
of how language works for readers and writers.

Tuck Everlasting
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When Palmer Stoat notices the black pickup truck
following him on the highway, he fears his precious
Range Rover is about to be carjacked. But Twilly
Spree, the man tailing Stoat, has vengeance, not
sport-utility vehicles, on his mind. Idealistic,
independently wealthy and pathologically shorttempered, Twilly has dedicated himself to saving
Florida's wilderness from runaway destruction. He
favors unambiguous political statements -- such as
torching Jet-Skis or blowing up banks -- that leave his
human targets shaken but re-educated. After
watching Stoat blithely dump a trail of fast-food litter
out the window, Twilly decides to teach him a lesson.
Thus, Stoat's prized Range Rover becomes home to a
horde of hungry dung beetles. Which could have been
the end to it had Twilly not discovered that Stoat is
one of Florida's cockiest and most powerful political
fixers, whose latest project is the "malling" of a
pristine Gulf Coast island. Now the real Hiaasenvariety fun begins . . . Dognapping eco-terrorists,
bogus big-time hunters, a Republicans-only hooker,
an infamous ex-governor who's gone back to nature,
thousands of singing toads and a Labrador retriever
greater than the sum of his Labrador parts -- these
are only some of the denizens of Carl Hiaasen's
outrageously funny new novel. Brilliantly twisted
entertainment wrapped around a powerful ecological
plea, Sick Puppy gleefully lives up to its title and gives
us Hiaasen at his riotous and muckraking best.
BONUS: This edition includes an excerpt from Carl
Hiaasen's Bad Monkey.

Squeeze Me
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No one expected Barley to have an encounter with
the Messiah. He was homeless, hungry, and
struggling to survive in first century Jerusalem. Most
surprisingly, he was a dog. But through Barley’s eyes,
the story of a teacher from Galilee comes alive in a
way we’ve never experienced before. Barley’s story
begins in the home of a compassionate woodcarver
and his wife who find Barley as an abandoned, nearlydrowned pup. Tales of a special teacher from Galilee
are reaching their tiny village, but when life suddenly
changes again for Barley, he carries the lessons of
forgiveness and love out of the woodcarver’s home
and through the dangerous roads of Roman-occupied
Judea. On the outskirts of Jerusalem, Barley meets a
homeless man and petty criminal named Samid.
Together, Barley and his unlikely new master
experience fresh struggles and new revelations. Soon
Barley is swept up into the current of history,
culminating in an unforgettable encounter with the
truest master of all as he bears witness to the
greatest story ever told.

Sick Puppy
As a boy in Brooklyn's Red Hook projects, James
McBride knew his mother was different. But when he
asked about it, she'd simply say 'I'm light-skinned.'
Later he wondered if he was different too, and asked
his mother if he was black or white. 'You're a human
being,' she snapped. 'Educate yourself or you'll be a
nobody!' And when James asked what colour God
was, she said 'God is the colour of water.' As an adult,
McBride finally persuaded his mother to tell her story
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- the story of a rabbi's daughter, born in Poland and
raised in the South, who fled to Harlem, married a
black man, founded a Baptist church, and put twelve
children through college.

The Underneath
“Follow the adventures of a news-photographerturned-private-eye as he seeks truth, justice, and an
affair with his ex-wife” (The New York Times) in this
hilarious caper from bestselling author Carl Hiaasen.
R.J. Decker, star tenant of the local trailer park and
neophyte private eye is fishing for a killer. Thanks to a
sportsman’s scam that’s anything but sportsmanlike,
there’s a body floating in Coon Bog, Florida—and a lot
that’s rotten in the murky waters of big-stakes, largemouth bass tournaments. Here Decker will team up
with a half-blind, half-mad hermit with an appetite for
road kill; dare to kiss his ex-wife while she’s in bed
with her new husband; and face deadly TV
evangelists, dangerously seductive women, and a
pistol-toting redneck with a pit bull on his arm. And
here his own life becomes part of the stakes. For
while the “double whammy” is the lure, first prize is
for the most ingenious murder.

Speak
Oliver has helicopter parents-they love him, but they
seriously cramp his style. He decides to fill an old
wooden box with souvenirs from some of his
outrageous and daring exploits. That way, he'll never
forget the zombies, the killer dogs and the crazy
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cows, and his parents will never know that he once
jumped from a bridge with the police in hot pursuit.
But the biggest shock comes when Oliver realizes that
the most terrifying things of all can't be controlled or
contained.

Box of Shocks
There is nothing lonelier than a cat who has been
loved, at least for a while, and then abandoned on the
side of the road. A calico cat, about to have kittens,
hears the lonely howl of a chained-up hound deep in
the backwaters of the bayou. She dares to find him in
the forest, and the hound dares to befriend this cat,
this feline, this creature he is supposed to hate. They
are an unlikely pair, about to become an unlikely
family. Ranger urges the cat to hide underneath the
porch, to raise her kittens there because Gar-Face,
the man living inside the house, will surely use them
as alligator bait should he find them. But they are
safe in the Underneathas long as they stay in the
Underneath. Kittens, however, are notoriously curious
creatures. And one kitten’s one moment of curiosity
sets off a chain of events that is astonishing,
remarkable, and enormous in its meaning. For
everyone who loves Sounder, Shiloh, and The
Yearling, for everyone who loves the haunting beauty
of writers such as Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, Flannery
O’Connor, and Carson McCullers, Kathi Appelt spins a
harrowing yet keenly sweet tale about the power of
love—and its opposite, hate—the fragility of
happiness and the importance of making good on
your promises.
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Skin Tight
From master storyteller An Na comes the Printz
Award–winning novel about a Korean girl who tells her
firsthand account of trying to find her place and
identity in America from the day she leaves Korea as
a child to her rocky journey through the teenage
years. At age four, Young Ju moves with her parents
from Korea to Southern California. She has always
imagined America would be like heaven: easy,
blissful, and full of riches. But when her family arrives,
she finds it to be the opposite. With a stubborn
language barrier and cultural dissimilarities, not only
is it impossible to make friends, but even her family’s
internal bonds are wavering. Her parents’ finances
are strained, yet her father’s stomach is full of booze.
As Young Ju’s once solid and reliable family starts
tearing apart, her younger brother begins to gain
more freedom and respect simply because of his
gender. Young Ju begins to lose all hope in the dream
she once held—the heaven she longs for. Even as she
begins to finally fit in, a cataclysmic family event will
change her idea of heaven forever. But it also helps
her to recognize the strength she holds, and envision
the future she desires, and deserves.

Squirm
Hoot - Teaching Unit
The first ten lies they tell you in high school. "Speak
up for yourself--we want to know what you have to
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say." From the first moment of her freshman year at
Merryweather High, Melinda knows this is a big fat lie,
part of the nonsense of high school. She is friendless,
outcast, because she busted an end-of-summer party
by calling the cops, so now nobody will talk to her, let
alone listen to her. As time passes, she becomes
increasingly isolated and practically stops talking
altogether. Only her art class offers any solace, and it
is through her work on an art project that she is finally
able to face what really happened at that terrible
party: she was raped by an upperclassman, a guy
who still attends Merryweather and is still a threat to
her. Her healing process has just begun when she has
another violent encounter with him. But this time
Melinda fights back, refuses to be silent, and thereby
achieves a measure of vindication. In Laurie Halse
Anderson's powerful novel, an utterly believable
heroine with a bitterly ironic voice delivers a blow to
the hypocritical world of high school. She speaks for
many a disenfranchised teenager while
demonstrating the importance of speaking up for
oneself. Speak was a 1999 National Book Award
Finalist for Young People's Literature.

The Color of Water
Where did we come from? It's a simple question, but
not so simple an answer to explain—especially to
young children. Charles Darwin's theory of common
descent no longer needs to be a scientific mystery to
inquisitive young readers. Meet Grandmother Fish.
Told in an engaging call and response text where a
child can wiggle like a fish or hoot like an ape and
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brought to life by vibrant artwork, Grandmother Fish
takes children and adults through the history of life on
our planet and explains how we are all connected.
The book also includes comprehensive backmatter,
including: - An elaborate illustration of the
evolutionary tree of life - Helpful science notes for
parents - How to explain natural selection to a child

Patterns of Power
What could be more monstrous than giant vegetable
monsters?!This series is part of Scholastic's early
chapter book line called Branches, which is aimed at
newly independent readers. With easy-to-read text,
high-interest content, fast-paced plots, and
illustrations on every page, these books will boost
reading confidence and stamina. Branches books help
readers grow!In this fourth book, Alexander is still on
the look-out for monsters. Now he thinks they're at
school. The lunch menu is NOT normal -- instead of
good-for-you meals, there's ice cream and pie every
day. His whole class is crying. And his friend Rip goes
missing. Alexander must battle giant meat-eating
vegetables before the whole town becomes veggie
dinner! Filled with humor, suspense, and zany blackand-white illustrations, this book will keep kids turning
the pages!

Skink--No Surrender
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