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Mixed-Member Electoral Systems in
Constitutional Context
Electoral systems matter. They are a crucial link in
the chain connecting the preferences of citizens to
the policy choices made by governments. They are
chosen by political actors and, once in existence,
have political consequences for those actors. They are
an important object of study for anyone interested in
the political process, and in this book we subject them
to systematic analysis. In addition to some
comparative chapters, the book contains full accounts
of the operation of electoral systems in 22 countries:
France, the UK, Germany, Italy, Israel, Spain, Austria,
Belgium, Denmark, Finland, The Netherlands, Ireland,
Hungary, Russia, Australia, Canada, India, the USA,
Japan, New Zealand, Chile, and South Africa. The book
provides detailed analyses of the operation of a
diverse set of electoral systems in their national
context. Each chapter explains how the electoral
system really works in the given country, examining
the strategic incentives the system provides tovoters,
candidates, and parties. All country chapters have a
common format and structure. Successive sections
analyse: the institutional context; how each electoral
system was chosen historically; how the current
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electoral system operates (the rules, mechanics, and
ballot structure); and the political consequences of
the current system (the impact on the party system,
the internal life of parties, and the impact on
parliament and government formation). Each country
chapter then contains a final section which focuses on
the politicization of electoral institutions. In recent
years many countries have changed their electoral
systems, either entirely or in part so there is a strong
focus on the processes of electoral reform, both
historically and prospectively. The book concentrates
on the real world 'politics', as well as the 'political
science' of electoral systems. The book will be of
interest to those concerned with the practical political
business of electoral reform. The bookcontains a
wealth of evidence about the performance of various
kinds of proportional representation and of non-PR
systems. This will be invaluable for anyone interested
in the question: 'What would be the best electoral
system for my country?'

Democracy, Electoral Systems, and
Judicial Empowerment in Developing
Countries
The Handbook presents a most updated and
comprehensive exploration of social movement
research. It not only maps, but also expands the field
of social movement studies, taking stock of recent
developments in cognate areas of studies, within and
beyond sociology and political science. While
structured around traditional social movement
concepts, each section combines the mapping of the
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state of the art with attempts to broaden our
knowledge of social movements beyond classic
theoretical agendas, and to identify the contribution
that social movement studies can give to other fields
of knowledge.

Democracy's Double-Edged Sword
Although some think of proportional representation as
an untried option, there were at one time twenty-two
cities in the United States using proportional
representation to elect their councils. Little is known
about the experience of these cities, and this book
seeks to fill that historical gap.

Elections as Instruments of Democracy
As the number of democracies has increased around
the world, a heated debate has emerged among
political scientists about which system best promotes
the consolidation of democracy. This book compares
the experiences of diverse countries, from Latin
America to southern Africa, from Uruguay, Japan, and
Taiwan to Israel, Afghanistan, and Iraq.

The Politics of Electoral Systems
Elections lie at the heart of democracy, and this book
seeks to understand how the rules governing those
elections are chosen. Drawing on both broad
comparisons and detailed case studies, it focuses
upon the electoral rules that govern what sorts of
preferences voters can express and how votes
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translate into seats in a legislature. Through detailed
examination of electoral reform politics in four
countries (France, Italy, Japan, and New Zealand),
Alan Renwick shows how major electoral system
changes in established democracies occur through
two contrasting types of reform process. Renwick
rejects the simple view that electoral systems always
straightforwardly reflect the interests of the
politicians in power. Politicians' motivations are
complex; politicians are sometimes unable to pursue
reforms they want; occasionally, they are forced to
accept reforms they oppose. The Politics of Electoral
Reform shows how voters and reform activists can
have real power over electoral reform.

The Handbook of Electoral System
Choice
This Command Paper is part of a series of documents
looking at constitutional and electoral issues whose
objectives and aims are set out in the original Green
Paper (Cm. 7170 - The Governance of Britain, ISBN
978010171021). This Paper is divided into seven
chapters with annexes, and sets out a review of the
voting systems, with the chapters covering the
following topics: an introduction to the subject; a
summary of electoral systems operating in the UK;
some arguments for and against different voting
systems; the new voting systems and the experience
since 1997; an assessment of the experience and a
comparison with the international experience of
voting systems. The publication draws information
from previous reviews of voting systems, academic
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papers, books and other resources up to the end of
October 2007. It takes account of the experiences of
the new voting systems in the UK, for the Scottish
Parliament, the Welsh Assembly, the Northern Ireland
Assembly, the London Assembly, the London Mayor
and the European Parliament.

Governance and Democracy in the
Commonwealth Caribbean
No subject is more central to the study of politics than
elections. All across the globe, elections are a focal
point for citizens, the media, and politicians long
before--and sometimes long after--they occur.
Electoral systems, the rules about how voters'
preferences are translated into election results,
profoundly shape the results not only of individual
elections but also of many other important political
outcomes, including party systems, candidate
selection, and policy choices. Electoral systems have
been a hot topic in established democracies from the
UK and Italy to New Zealand and Japan. Even in the
United States, events like the 2016 presidential
election and court decisions such as Citizens United
have sparked advocates to promote change in the
Electoral College, redistricting, and campaign-finance
rules. Elections and electoral systems have also
intensified as a field of academic study, with
groundbreaking work over the past decade
sharpening our understanding of how electoral
systems fundamentally shape the connections among
citizens, government, and policy. This volume
provides an in-depth exploration of the origins and
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effects of electoral systems.

Proportional Representation and Election
Reform in Ohio
Examines recent evidence of a growing symmetry in
the operation of devolution in Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland. This book makes one of the first
systematic and detailed comparisons of the operation
of the devolved institutions and machinery of
governance. It uses a comparative approach to
explore the key workings of government.

The Politics of Electoral Systems
Electoral systems matter. They are a crucial link in
the chain connecting the preferences of citizens to
the policy choices made by governments. They are
chosen by political actors and, once in existence,
have political consequences for those actors. They are
an important object of study for anyone interested in
the political process, and in this book we subject them
to systematic analysis. In addition to some
comparative chapters, the book contains full accounts
of the operation of electoral systems in 22 countries:
France, the UK, Germany, Italy, Israel, Spain, Austria,
Belgium, Denmark, Finland, The Netherlands, Ireland,
Hungary, Russia, Australia, Canada, India, the USA,
Japan, New Zealand, Chile, and South Africa. The book
provides detailed analyses of the operation of a
diverse set of electoral systems in their national
context. Each chapter explains how the electoral
system really works in the given country, examining
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the strategic incentives the system provides to
voters, candidates, and parties. All country chapters
have a common format and structure. Successive
sections analyse: the institutional context; how each
electoral system was chosen historically; how the
current electoral system operates (the rules,
mechanics, and ballot structure); and the political
consequences of the current system (the impact on
the party system, the internal life of parties, and the
impact on parliament and government formation).
Each country chapter then contains a final section
which focuses on the politicization of electoral
institutions. In recent years many countries have
changed their electoral systems, either entirely or in
part so there is a strong focus on the processes of
electoral reform, both historically and prospectively.
The book concentrates on the real world 'politics', as
well as the 'political science' of electoral systems. The
book will be of interest to those concerned with the
practical political business of electoral reform. The
book contains a wealth of evidence about the
performance of various kinds of proportional
representation and of non-PR systems. This will be
invaluable for anyone interested in the question:
'What would be the best electoral system for my
country?'

Patterns of Democracy
This book offers an incisive analysis of the role of
electoral systems in broadening popular participation
in the SADC region. The assessment takes place in
the backdrop of SADC's commitment to democracy as
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illustrated by developments such as the holding of
successful multi-party elections in several SADC
countries in the last fifteen years. Indeed in the last
fifteen or so years SADC has developed institutions
and undertaken a number of major constitutional,
legal and administrative changes with the objective of
institutionalizing democracy. The book highlights how
a choice of an electoral system may either advance or
retard democracy. It concludes by suggesting that the
time may have arisen for SADC countries to review
their electoral systems with a view to ascertaining
their continued relevance having regard to the
prevailing realities of each country. The book will
appeal to students of politics and law, politicians,
lawyers, researchers, organs of civil society,
independent electoral commissions and all those
working in the area of electoral reforms.

American Government
No subject is more central to the study of politics than
elections. All across the globe, elections are a focal
point for citizens, the media, and politicians long
before--and sometimes long after--they occur.
Electoral systems, the rules about how voters'
preferences are translated into election results,
profoundly shape the results not only of individual
elections but also of many other important political
outcomes, including party systems, candidate
selection, and policy choices. Electoral systems have
been a hot topic in established democracies from the
UK and Italy to New Zealand and Japan. Even in the
United States, events like the 2016 presidential
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election and court decisions such as Citizens United
have sparked advocates to promote change in the
Electoral College, redistricting, and campaign-finance
rules. Elections and electoral systems have also
intensified as a field of academic study, with
groundbreaking work over the past decade
sharpening our understanding of how electoral
systems fundamentally shape the connections among
citizens, government, and policy. This volume
provides an in-depth exploration of the origins and
effects of electoral systems.

Electoral Systems and Democracy
The issue of local governance is high on the
institutional agenda of many local and regional
authorities throughout the OECD countries. This book
explores the relationship between two key issues of
urban governance - leadership and community
involvement - and how making these two elements
more complementary can lead to more effective as
well as legitimate policy outcomes. The authors
examine the dilemmas involved in ensuring effective
governance, focusing on issues such as legitimacy,
citizen participation, economic performance and
social inclusion.

Electoral System Design
A comparative study of democratic design in Southern
Africa, this text finds that the decisions about how to
constitute representative parliaments have wide
ranging effects on the type of parties and party
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systems that develop.

Making Votes Count
The field of elections and electoral systems, and
particularly electoral reform, has exhibited
tremendous growth and cross-national appeal over
the last two decades. However, beyond an increased
knowledge of voting rules and their consequences for
political representation, little attention has been
devoted to the question of why electoral systems
have recently undergone substantial change in
several liberal democracies. This book addresses
several new approaches to electoral reform. First, the
scope of the study of electoral reform has been
expanded. Second, contrary to previous studies of
electoral reform, the conviction that the determinants
of reform can be explained by one single approach
has been replaced by a belief in a more
comprehensive framework for analysis. Third, we
move beyond political parties (acting in parliament
and government) as the most significant source of
electoral reform. Fourth, a focus on the determinants
of electoral reform allows us to include motivations
and objectives of electoral reform. A final
advancement in the study of electoral reform is the
inclusion of countries other than ‘established’
democracies. This book was published as a special
issue of West European Politics.

Electoral Systems and Democratization
in Southern Africa
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Among the most prized and revered democratic
institutions are elections. Few other actions typify
what it means to participate in the democratic
process in the same way that turning up, casting a
ballot, and then having that ballot be part of
determining who will control power has. Indeed,
elections are at the center of what we view as
democracy and much ink has been spilled in
attempting to explain just how essential the electoral
action is to democracy. In this volume our authors
explore elections both from an understanding of the
systems that govern elections across both the
developed and developing world, and from the
perspective of the individual voter who participates in
that system. Taken together these analyses provide
an intriguing look into this core aspect of democracy.

The Oxford Handbook of Social
Movements
In this updated and expanded edition of his classic
text, Arend Lijphart offers a broader and deeper
analysis of worldwide democratic institutions than
ever before. Examining thirty-six democracies during
the period from 1945 to 2010, Lijphart arrives at
important—and unexpected—conclusions about what
type of democracy works best. Praise for the previous
edition: "Magnificent. . . . The best-researched book
on democracy in the world today."—Malcolm
Mackerras, American Review of Politics "I can't think
of another scholar as well qualified as Lijphart to write
a book of this kind. He has an amazing grasp of the
relevant literature, and he's compiled an unmatched
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collection of data."—Robert A. Dahl, Yale University
"This sound comparative research . . . will continue to
be a standard in graduate and undergraduate courses
in comparative politics."—Choice

Comparative Politics
An independent judiciary is considered an indication
of a developing nation’s level of democracy

Urban Governance and Democracy
Mixed-member electoral systems may well be the
electoral reform of the 21st century, much as
proportional representation (PR) was in the 20th
century. In the view of many electoral reformers,
mixed-member systems offer the best of both the
traditional British single-seat district system and PR
systems. This book seeks to evaluate: why mixedmember systems have recently appealed to many
countries with diverse electoral histories; and how
well expectations for these systems have been met.
Each major country, which has adopted a mixed
system thus, has two chapters in this book, one on
origins and one on consequences. These countries are
Germany, New Zealand, Italy, Israel, Japan,
Venezuela, Bolivia, Mexico, Hungary, and Russia. In
addition, there are also chapters on the prospects for
a mixed-member system being adopted in Britain and
Canada, respectively. The material presented
suggests that mixed-member systems have been
largely successful thus far. They appear to be more
likely than most other electoral systems to generate
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two-bloc party systems, without in the process
reducing minor parties to insignificance. In addition,
they are more likely than any other class of electoral
system to simultaneously generate local
accountability as well as a nationally-oriented party
system. Mixed-member electoral systems have now
joined majoritarian and proportional systems as basic
options which must be considered whenever electoral
systems are designed or redesigned. Such a
development represents a fundamental change in
thinking about electoral systems around the world.

The Oxford Handbook of Electoral
Systems
6 Party Government and Responsiveness: James A.
Stimson

Electoral Capitalism
Using election returns, public opinion surveys, and
legislative roll-call data from many mixed systems in
every world region, the authors show that
contamination systematically affects party strategy,
voting behaviour, legislative cohesion and overall
structure of partisan competition.

Democracy in East Asia
But although all leftists will benefit from unifying
behind a single candidate, they may not agree on
which candidate that should be. Analogous
coordination problems - and with them the necessity
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of negotiating withdrawals, strategic voting, and other
species of strategic coordination - arise in all electoral
systems.

Electoral Systems and Party Systems
From Kosovo to Kabul, the last decade witnessed
growing interest in ?electoral engineering?. Reformers
have sought to achieve either greater government
accountability through majoritarian arrangements or
wider parliamentary diversity through proportional
formula. Underlying the normative debates are
important claims about the impact and consequences
of electoral reform for political representation and
voting behavior. The study compares and evaluates
two broad schools of thought, each offering
contracting expectations. One popular approach
claims that formal rules define electoral incentives
facing parties, politicians and citizens. By changing
these rules, rational choice institutionalism claims
that we have the capacity to shape political behavior.
Alternative cultural modernization theories differ in
their emphasis on the primary motors driving human
behavior, their expectations about the pace of
change, and also their assumptions about the ability
of formal institutional rules to alter, rather than adapt
to, deeply embedded and habitual social norms and
patterns of human behavior.

Mixed-Member Electoral Systems
The topic of electoral reform is an extremely timely
one. The accelerated expansion of the number of new
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democracies in the world generates increasing
demand for advice on the choice of electoral rules; at
the same time, a new reformism in well established
democracies seeks new formulae favouring both more
representative institutions and more accountable
rulers. The Handbook of Electoral System Choice
addresses the theoretical and comparative issues of
electoral reform in relation to democratization,
political strategies in established democracies and the
relative performance of different electoral systems.
Case studies on virtually every major democracy or
democratizing country in the world are included.

Elections
'Bara and Pennington's edited volume successfully
fills a huge void in the market for introductory
textbooks to comparative politics which previously
offered either descriptions of political processes and
systems or overviews of the methodology of
comparative analysis. By applying major political
science theories to overviews of the core elements of
political systems, the authors both enhance our
understanding of these elements and provide readers
an excellent introduction to comparative explanation'
- Dr David Howarth, University of Edinburgh 'What is
distinctive about this authoritative and
comprehensive book on comparative politics is the
way in which it is underpinned throughout by a
theoretical analysis centred on a new institutionalist
approach' - Professor Wyn Grant, University of
Warwick 'Comparative Politics takes a fresh and
original approach to the field it examines the role of
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structures, rules and norms in regulating the
individual and collective behaviour of political actors.
Each chapter provides a critical bibliography and key
questions which will be particularly useful for students
approaching Comparative Politics for the first time.
Altogether this is a comprehensive and useful read
which I warmly recommend' - Ian Budge, Professor
Emiritus Professor of Government, University of Essex
'This is a most useful book. Teachers of comparative
politics often scramble around, with out-of-date
textbooks and photocopies of more or less compatible
articles. Here is a new book that gives an up-to-date,
comprehensive and systematic introduction to the
major strands of institutional thought and applies
these to the major institutions, processes and policy
areas. It will be a great help for many of us,
academics and students alike' - Peter KurrildKlitgaard, Professor of Comparative Politics, University
of Copenhagen This book provides a distinctive new
introduction to the study of comparative politics at
undergraduate level. Rich in case study material and
global in coverage, Comparative Politics sets out the
basic theoretical and methodological foundations for
studying different political systems as well as the key
structures and actors of which they are comprised.
Part One explores the nature of comparative
methodology and introduces students to the major
theoretical paradigms that seek to explain the
operation of institutions in democratic states and
facilitate comparison across different political
systems. Part Two examines the institutional
structures of the modern state, outlining the key
features such as the electoral systems and territorial
and functional divisions of government across a range
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of modern states. Part Three analyzes the role of key
actors, such as voters and parties, interest groups
and social movements, the bureaucracy and the
judiciary. This book will be an essential primer for
students on first-year courses in comparative
government and politics as well as introductory
courses in political science concepts and methods.
Judith Bara is Senior Lecturer in Politics at Queen
Mary, University of London and Research Fellow in
Government, University of Essex. David S. Bell is
Professor of French Government and Politics and
Head of Social Studies and Law at the University of
Leeds. Jocelyn Evans is Reader in Politics at the
European Studies Research Institute, University of
Salford. Catherine Needham is Lecturer in Politics at
Queen Mary, University of London. Brendan O'Duffy is
Senior Lecturer in Politics at Queen Mary, University
of London. Mark Pennington is Senior Lecturer in
Politics at Queen Mary, University of London. David
Robertson is Professor of Politics, University of Oxford
and Vice Principal, St Hugh's College, Oxford.

The Role of Electoral Systems in the
Institutionalisation of Democratic
Governance in SADC Countries
Mixed Electoral Systems
Political Parties and Political
Development. (SPD-6)
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Our American Government textbook adheres to the
scope and sequence of introductory American
government courses nationwide. We have
endeavored to make the workings of American
Government interesting and accessible to students
while maintaining the conceptual coverage and rigor
inherent in the subject at the college level. With this
objective in mind, the content of this textbook has
been developed and arranged to provide a logical
progression from the fundamental principles of
institutional design at the founding, to avenues of
political participation, to thorough coverage of the
political structures that constitute American
government. The book builds upon what students
have already learned and emphasizes connections
between topics as well as between theory and
applications. The goal of each section is to enable
students not just to recognize concepts, but to work
with them in ways that will be useful in later courses,
future careers, and as engaged citizens. The
organization and pedagogical features were
developed and vetted with feedback from American
government instructors dedicated to the project.

The Politics of Electoral Reform
In 1987, Fiji had its first change of government since
the country became independent in 1970. A new
Constitution was drawn up to replace the one adopted
at Independence in 1970. The 1990 Constitution
contained provisions for its own review within seven
years (Section 161). The Review was eventually 2
commissioned in March 1995, and reported in
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September 1996. The chapters in this book assess the
CRC's recommendations about the system of electing
members of Parliament. The following chapters are
based on papers presented at a workshop held at
ANU's Research School of Pacific and Asian Studies in
Canberra in January 1997"--Introduction.

Electoral Reform and the Fate of New
Democracies
This paper is one of a series being prepared for the
National Research Council's Committee on
International Conflict Resolution. The committee was
organized in late 1995 to respond to a growing need
for prevention, management, and resolution of violent
conflict in the international arena, a concern about
the changing nature and context of such conflict in
the post-Cold War era, and a recent expansion of
knowledge in the field. The committee's main goal is
to advance the practice of conflict resolution by using
the methods and critical attitude of science to
examine the effectiveness of various techniques and
concepts that have been advanced for preventing,
managing, and resolving international conflicts. The
committee's research agenda has been designed to
supplement the work of other groups, particularly the
Carnegie Corporation of New York's Commission on
Preventing Deadly Conflict, which issued its final
report in December 1997. The committee has
identified a number of specific techniques and
concepts of current interest to policy practitioners and
has asked leading specialists on each one to carefully
review and analyze available knowledge and to
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summarize what is known about the conditions under
which each is or is not effective. These papers present
the results of their work.

Democracy, Accountability, and
Representation
Publisher Description

Electoral Systems and Conflict in Divided
Societies
Reformers have promoted mixed-member electoral
systems as the "best of both worlds." In ibis volume,
internationally recognized political scientists evaluate
the ways in which the introduction of a mixedmember electoral system affects the configuration of
political parties. The contributors examine several
political phenomena, including cabinet post allocation,
nominations, preelectoral coalitions, split-ticket
voting, and the size of party systems and faction
systems. Significantly; they also consider various
ways in which the constitutional system-especially
whether the head of government is elected directly or
indirectly-can modify the incentives created by the
electoral system. The findings presented here
demonstrate that the success of electoral reform
depends not only on the specification of new electoral
rules per se but also on the political context-and
especially the constitutional framework-within which
such rules are embedded. Book jacket.

Comparing Devolved Governance
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A group of specialists trace the origins and
development of political parties, explore their impact
on the system in which they exist, and raise new
questions about the potential role of parties.
Originally published in 1966. The Princeton Legacy
Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to
again make available previously out-of-print books
from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University
Press. These editions preserve the original texts of
these important books while presenting them in
durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal
of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase
access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the
thousands of books published by Princeton University
Press since its founding in 1905.

The governance of Britain
Defining Democracy looks both at the theory of why
and the history of how different voting procedures
have come to be used – or not, as the case may be –
in the three fields of democratic structures: firstly, in
decision-making, both in society at large and in the
elected chamber; secondly, in elections to and within
those chambers; and thirdly, in the various forms of
governance, from no-party to multi-party and allparty, which have emerged as a result.

Electoral Systems and Governance
This text explores elections as instruments of
democracy. Focusing on elections in 20 democracies
over the last 25 years, it examines the differences
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between two visions of democracy - the majoritarian
vision and the proportional influence vision.

Electoral Engineering
Electoral Capitalism brings new perspective to the
crisis of inequality during the Gilded Age. Examining
how party leaders governed by accumulating wealth
through the spoils system, Broxmeyer places in
historical context debates over capitalism and
democracy that continue to resonate today.

The Oxford Handbook of Electoral
Systems
"As digital media becomes more omnipresent in our
lives, it becomes ever more important for political
scientists and communication scholars to understand
its influence on all aspects of the political
process--from campaigning to governance. Catie
Snow Bailard seeks to determine the Internet's
influence on citizens' evaluations of their
governments' performance, particularly whether the
Internet influences their satisfaction regarding the
quality of democratic practices available in their
nation. While itis clearly important to understand how
the Internet can streamline political organization once
people are moved to action, the discipline has
afforded less attention to whether the Internet
influences citizens at this more foundational,
antecedent stage of political action. Bailard originates
two theories for democratization specialists to
consider: mirror-holding and window-opening. MirrorPage 23/27
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holding explores how accessing the Internet allows
citizens to see a more detailed and nuanced view of
their own government's performance, dirty laundry
and all. Window-opening, on the other hand, enables
those same citizens to see how other governments'
perform in general, particularly in comparison to their
own. The author offers a theory of the impact of
Internet use on evaluations of government, as well as
tests of that theory at the country and individual
levels based on survey data collected in 73 countries
and two field experiments conducted in BosniaHerzegovina and Tanzania"--

Defining Democracy
Diversity and dissent have been shown to improve
decision-making in small groups. This understanding
can be extended to the political arena and in turn it
can enlighten ideas about policy-making. This book
focuses on the relationship between electoral
institutions and policy outcomes in order to effectively
explore the impact of diversity and dissent on the
political arena. In doing so, it provides an empirical
assessment of three key areas: the diversity of
political information. policy innovation. pandering.
Drawing on economics, psychology, organization
theory, and computer science, this innovative volume
makes an important contribution to scholarship on the
impact of electoral systems and the democratic
nature of governments. This book will be of interest to
students and scholars of governance, electoral
systems, representation, comparative politics, public
policy, democratic government and political theory.
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Understanding Electoral Reform
The comparative study of the impact of institutions on
individual political behaviour is a neglected area on
the agenda of (neo) institutionalism. Do institutions
really do what they ought to do? This crucial question
has gone largely unanswered. Institutions cannot act
by themselves. They do so through the behaviour of
actors. The Comparative Study of Electoral Systems
(CSES) was set up to systematically deal with the
question of the impact ofinstitutions on political
behaviour. It is among the first to address the
problems involved properly by providing comparative
data on the micro- and the macro-level to study
electoral behaviour empirically across a broad range
of institutional contexts.

Electoral Systems in Divided Societies
How elites influenced major electoral reform in the
emerging democracy of Indonesia

The Comparative Study of Electoral
Systems
In their introduction to the 1998 edition of Democracy
in East Asia, Larry Diamond and Marc F. Plattner
predicted that East Asia, with its remarkable diversity
of political regimes, economies, and religions, would
likely be the most critical arena in the global struggle
for democracy, a prediction that has proven prescient.
Although the recent political upheavals in the Middle
East have understandably grabbed the world’s
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attention, there is reason to doubt whether the
overthrow of some authoritarian regimes there will
lead to the establishment of stable democracies any
time soon. On the other hand, East Asia, the world’s
most populous and economically dynamic region,
already boasts several consolidated democracies and
provides a fascinating laboratory for studies of both
authoritarian resilience and the prospects for
democratization. This updated volume, which features
contributions by distinguished scholars in East Asian
studies, will be welcomed by instructors and students
in the field, particularly as U.S. foreign policy is in the
process of undertaking a "pivot" toward Asia.
Democracy in East Asia offers a comprehensive
treatment of the political landscape in both Northeast
and Southeast Asia, including discussions of China,
Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, Indonesia, the
Philippines, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand, Cambodia,
Laos, Vietnam, and Burma (Myanmar). Contributors:
Larry Diamond, Marc F. Plattner, Francis Fukuyama,
Minxin Pei, Yun-han Chu, Hyug Baeg Im, Thitinan
Pongsudhirak, Dan Slater, Martin Gainsborough, Don
Emmerson, Edward Aspinall, Mark Thompson,
Benjamin Reilly, Joseph Wong, Chong-Min Park, Yutzung Chang
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