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Asylum Denied
Toronto prides itself on being “the world’s most
diverse city,” and its officials seek to support this
diversity through programs and policies designed to
promote social inclusion. Yet this progressive vision of
law often falls short in practice, limited by problems
inherent in the political culture itself. In Everyday Law
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on the Street, Mariana Valverde brings to light the
often unexpected ways that the development and
implementation of policies shape everyday urban life.
Drawing on four years spent participating in council
hearings and civic association meetings and
shadowing housing inspectors and law enforcement
officials as they went about their day-to-day work,
Valverde reveals a telling transformation between law
on the books and law on the streets. She finds, for
example, that some of the democratic governing
mechanisms generally applauded—public meetings,
for instance—actually create disadvantages for
marginalized groups, whose members are less likely
to attend or articulate their concerns. As a result, both
officials and citizens fail to see problems outside the
point of view of their own needs and neighborhood.
Taking issue with Jane Jacobs and many others,
Valverde ultimately argues that Toronto and other
diverse cities must reevaluate their allegiance to
strictly local solutions. If urban diversity is to be truly
inclusive—of tenants as well as homeowners, and
recent immigrants as well as longtime
residents—cities must move beyond micro-local
planning and embrace a more expansive, citywide
approach to planning and regulation.

Motherhood Across Borders
Exposes the tension between the legal status of
immigrants and the government emphasis on
integration.

Policing Undocumented Migrants
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Provides an overview of the American legal system
and offers a series of essays explaining the law on
topics including civil rights, consumer issues, the First
Amendment, taxes, and estate planning.

Everyday Law for Children
Borders of Belonging investigates a pressing but
previously unexplored aspect of immigration in
America—the impact of immigration policies and
practices not only on undocumented migrants, but
also on their family members, some of whom possess
a form of legal status. Heide Castañeda reveals the
trauma, distress, and inequalities that occur daily,
alongside the stratification of particular family
members' access to resources like education,
employment, and health care. She also paints a vivid
picture of the resilience, resistance, creative
responses, and solidarity between parents and
children, siblings, and other kin. Castañeda's
innovative ethnography combines fieldwork with
individuals and family groups to paint a full picture of
the experiences of mixed-status families as they
navigate the emotional, social, political, and medical
difficulties that inevitably arise when at least one
family member lacks legal status. Exposing the
extreme conditions in the heavily-regulated
U.S./Mexico borderlands, this book presents a
portentous vision of how the further encroachment of
immigration enforcement would affect millions of
mixed-status families throughout the country.

The Undocumented Everyday
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As members of the fastest-growing demographic
group in America, Latinos are increasingly
represented in the professional class, but they
continue to face significant racism. Everyday Injustice
introduces readers to the challenges facing Latino
professionals today. Despite considerable success in
overcoming educational, economic, and class barriers,
Latino professionals still experience marginalization.
Everyday Injustice is a powerful illustration of racism
and inequality in America.

Borders of Belonging
Who controls American immigration policy? The
biggest immigration controversies of the last decade
have all involved policies produced by the President
policies such as President Obama's decision to protect
Dreamers from deportation and President Trump's
proclamation banning immigrants from several
majority-Muslim nations. While critics of these policies
have been separated by a vast ideological chasm,
their broadsides have embodied the same widely
shared belief: that Congress, not the President, ought
to dictate who may come to the United States and
who will be forced to leave. This belief is a myth. In
The President and Immigration Law, Adam B. Cox and
Cristina M. Rodríguez chronicle the untold story of
how, over the course of two centuries, the President
became our immigration policymaker-in-chief. Diving
deep into the history of American immigration policy
from founding-era disputes over deporting
sympathizers with France to contemporary debates
about asylum-seekers at the Southern border they
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show how migration crises, real or imagined, have
empowered presidents. Far more importantly, they
also uncover how the Executive's ordinary power to
decide when to enforce the law, and against whom,
has become an extraordinarily powerful vehicle for
making immigration policy. This pathbreaking account
helps us understand how the United States ?has come
to run an enormous shadow immigration system-one
in which nearly half of all noncitizens in the country
are living in violation of the law. It also provides a
blueprint for reform, one that accepts rather than
laments the role the President plays in shaping the
national community, while also outlining strategies to
curb the abuse of law enforcement authority in
immigration and beyond.

Gale Encyclopedia of Everyday Law: First
amendment law to travel
Legal Passing offers a nuanced look at how the lives
of undocumented Mexicans in the US are constantly
shaped by federal, state, and local immigration laws.
Angela S. García compares restrictive and
accommodating immigration measures in various
cities and states to show that place-based inclusion
and exclusion unfold in seemingly contradictory ways.
Instead of fleeing restrictive localities, undocumented
Mexicans react by presenting themselves as “legal,”
masking the stigma of illegality to avoid local police
and federal immigration enforcement. Restrictive laws
coerce assimilation, because as legal passing
becomes habitual and embodied, immigrants distance
themselves from their ethnic and cultural identities. In
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accommodating destinations, undocumented
Mexicans experience a localized sense of stability and
membership that is simultaneously undercut by the
threat of federal immigration enforcement and
complex street-level tensions with local police.
Combining social theory on immigration and race as
well as place and law, Legal Passing uncovers the
everyday failures and long-term human consequences
of contemporary immigration laws in the US.

Immigrants at the Margins
One of the first undocumented immigrants to
graduate from Harvard reveals the hidden lives of her
fellow undocumented Americans in this deeply
personal and groundbreaking portrait of a nation.
Traveling across the country, journalist Karla Cornejo
Villavicencio risked arrest at every turn to report the
extraordinary stories of her fellow undocumented
Americans. Her subjects have every reason to be
wary around reporters, but Cornejo Villavicencio has
unmatched access to their stories. Her work
culminates in a stunning, essential read for our times.
Born in Ecuador and brought to the United States
when she was five years old, Cornejo Villavicencio has
lived the American Dream. Raised on her father's
deliveryman income, she later became one of the first
undocumented students admitted into Harvard. She is
now a doctoral candidate at Yale University and has
written for The New York Times. She weaves her own
story among those of the eleven million
undocumented who have been thrust into the
national conversation today as never before. Looking
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well beyond the flashpoints of the border or the
activism of the DREAMERS, Cornejo Villavicencio
explores the lives of the undocumented as rarely seen
in our daily headlines. In New York we meet the
undocumented workers who were recruited in the
federally funded Ground Zero cleanup after 9/11. In
Miami we enter the hidden botanicas, which offer
witchcraft and homeopathy to those whose status
blocks them from any other healthcare options. In
Flint, Michigan, we witness how many live in fear as
the government issues raids at grocery stores and
demands identification before offering life-saving
clean water. The Undocumented Americans
powerfully reveals the hidden corners of our nation of
immigrants. Karla Cornejo Villavicencio brings to light
remarkable stories of hope and resilience, and
through them we come to understand what it truly
means to be American.

Immigrants Under Threat
Everyday Law for Children provides an accessible
introduction to laws that affect children and families
and the dominant public debates that surround and
drive these laws. Using real-world examples, the book
exposes the tension between reliance on the private,
autonomous family and the public's desire to secure
child well-being. A look at some public systems, such
as child welfare and juvenile delinquency, shows that
an initial public aspiration to assist children and
families is often frustrated by a lack of resolve and
resources. In other areas, such as education and
healthcare, the public shrinks from a commitment to
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comprehensive child well-being. Everyday Law for
Children makes a case for the improvement of public
systems by focusing on pragmatic goals related to
child well-being. More immediately, it makes a case
for zealous advocates for children who can have a
dramatic impact on children's everyday lives.
Accordingly, the book provides an annotated list of
resources and contact information for parents and for
service providers who need help addressing specific
problems within complex public systems.

Protect, Serve, and Deport
How do immigration and refugee laws work 'in action'
in Russia? This book offers a complex, empirical and
nuanced understanding.

Everyday Law for Immigrants
Fast answers to 90% of your legal questions. Clear,
reliable and up-to-date. Save costly legal fees and
protect and enforce your rights. Simplifies complex
legal issues. Saves you money every time you use it.

Everyday Problems of American
Democracy
Immigration is one of the most controversial topics of
the decade. Citizens and pundits from across the
political spectrum argue for major and disparate
changes to American immigration law. Yet few know
what American immigration law actually is and how it
functions. Everyday Law for Immigrants is an ideal
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guide for U.S. citizens who want a better
understanding of our immigration laws as well as for
migrants who make the United States their home.
Romero deftly and comprehensively explains the
basic challenges immigrants and foreign nationals
face not only within formal immigration policy but
also within American domestic law generally,
including rules promulgated by federal, state, and
local entities that affect noncitizens. A concise and
accessible primer for interested citizens, noncitizens,
and their advocates, this book provides a bird's-eye
view of U.S. immigration history, practice, and
procedure, and constructively addresses the many
legal issues in areas such as education, housing, and
employment that affect foreigners who reside here. It
includes easy-to-understand examples and an
extensive appendix of print and Internet resources for
further help.

Rules, Paper, Status
Now the most populous minority group in the United
States, Latino/as increasingly need guidance on the
everyday issues that affect their economic livelihood,
their freedom, and their equal rights to dignity and
opportunity. This comprehensive guide is organized
around the three flashpoints that contribute to the
unique legal treatment of Latino/as-immigration
status, language regulation, and racial/ethnic
discrimination. These points are examined in the
venues of everyday life for Latino/as-from
discrimination in housing to discrimination and
language regulation in the workplace and lack of
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protection for immigrant labor, to classrooms where
the bilingual education debate rages, to the voting
booth and the criminal justice system where Latino/as
confront racial profiling and language barriers.

Illegal
A multidisciplinary group of scholars examines how
the actions of the United States as a global leader are
worsening pressures on people worldwide to migrate,
while simultaneously degrading migrant rights.
Uniting such diverse issues as market reform, drug
policy, and terrorism under a common framework of
human rights, the book constitutes a call for a new
vision on immigration.

The Integration of Immigrants into
American Society
The topic of "illegal" immigration has been a major
aspect of public discourse in the United States and
many other immigrant-receiving countries. From the
beginning of its modern invocation in the early
twentieth century, the often ill-defined epithet of
human "illegality" has figured prominently in the
media; in vigorous public debates at the national,
state, and local levels; and in presidential campaigns.
In this collection of essays, contributors from a variety
of disciplines - anthropology, law, political science,
religious studies, and sociology - examine how
immigration law shapes immigrant illegality, how the
concept of immigrant illegality is deployed and lived,
and how its power is wielded and resisted. The
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authors conclude that the current concept of
immigrant illegality is in need of sustained critique, as
careful analysis will aid policy discussions and lead to
more just solutions.

Immigration Law and Procedure in a
Nutshell
This compact, comprehensive title offers an expert
overview of the history, constitutional authority,
statutory provisions, regulations, structure,
procedure, administrative process, and ethical
principles of immigration law and practice.

International Migration and Human
Rights
Deported
Within and Beyond Citizenship brings together cuttingedge research in sociology and social anthropology on
the relationship between immigration status, rights
and belonging in contemporary societies of
immigration. It offers new insights into the ways in
which political membership is experienced, spatially
and bureaucratically constructed, and actively
negotiated and contested in the everyday lives of
citizens and non-citizens. Themes, concepts and ideas
covered include: The shifting position of the noncitizen in contemporary immigration societies; The
intersection of human mobility, immigration control
and articulations of citizenship; Activism and
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everyday practices of membership and belonging;
Tension in policy and practice between coexisting
traditions and regimes of rights; Mixed status families,
belonging and citizenship; The ways in which
immigration status (or its absence) intersects with
social cleavages such as age, class, gender and ‘race’
to shape social relations. This book will appeal to
academics and practitioners working in the disciplines
of Social and Political Anthropology, Sociology, Social
Policy, Human Geography, Political Sciences,
Citizenship Studies and Migration Studies.

Immigration Law and the U.S.ÐMexico
Border
Americans from radically different political
persuasions agree on the need to ÒfixÓ the ÒbrokenÓ
US immigration laws to address serious deficiencies
and improve border enforcement. In Immigration Law
and the USÐMexico Border, Kevin Johnson and
Bernard Trujillo focus on what for many is at the core
of the entire immigration debate in modern America:
immigration from Mexico. In clear, reasonable prose,
Johnson and Trujillo explore the long history of
discrimination against US citizens of Mexican ancestry
in the United States and the current movement
against Òillegal aliensÓÑpersons depicted as not
deserving fair treatment by US law. The authors argue
that the United States has a special relationship with
Mexico by virtue of sharing a 2,000-mile border and a
Òland-grab of epic proportionsÓ when the United
States ÒacquiredÓ nearly two-thirds of Mexican
territory between 1836 and 1853. The authors explain
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US immigration law and policy in its many
aspectsÑincluding the migration of labor, the place of
state and local regulation over immigration, and the
contributions of Mexican immigrants to the US
economy. Their objective is to help thinking citizens
on both sides of the border to sort through an issue
with a long, emotional history that will undoubtedly
continue to inflame politics until cooler, and betterinformed, heads can prevail. The authors conclude by
outlining possibilities for the future, sketching a
possible movement to promote social justice. Great
for use by students of immigration law, border
studies, and Latino studies, this book will also be of
interest to anyone wondering about the general state
of immigration law as it pertains to our most
troublesome border.

Impossible Subjects
An in-depth look at the challenges undocumented
immigrants face as they raise children in the U.S.
There are now nearly four million children born in the
United States who have undocumented immigrant
parents. In the current debates around immigration
reform, policymakers often view immigrants as an
economic or labor market problem to be solved, but
the issue has a very real human dimension.
Immigrant parents without legal status are raising
their citizen children under stressful work and
financial conditions, with the constant threat of
discovery and deportation that may narrow social
contacts and limit participation in public programs
that might benefit their children. Immigrants Raising
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Citizens offers a compelling description of the
everyday experiences of these parents, their very
young children, and the consequences these
experiences have on their children’s development.
Immigrants Raising Citizens challenges conventional
wisdom about undocumented immigrants, viewing
them not as lawbreakers or victims, but as the
parents of citizens whose adult productivity will be
essential to the nation’s future. The book’s findings
are based on data from a three-year study of 380
infants from Dominican, Mexican, Chinese, and
African American families, which included in-depth
interviews, in-home child assessments, and parent
surveys. The book shows that undocumented parents
share three sets of experiences that distinguish them
from legal-status parents and may adversely
influence their children’s development: avoidance of
programs and authorities, isolated social networks,
and poor work conditions. Fearing deportation,
undocumented parents often avoid accessing
valuable resources that could help their children’s
development—such as access to public programs and
agencies providing child care and food subsidies. At
the same time, many of these parents are forced to
interact with illegal entities such as smugglers or loan
sharks out of financial necessity. Undocumented
immigrants also tend to have fewer reliable social ties
to assist with child care or share information on childrearing. Compared to legal-status parents,
undocumented parents experience significantly more
exploitive work conditions, including long hours,
inadequate pay and raises, few job benefits, and
limited autonomy in job duties. These conditions can
result in ongoing parental stress, economic hardship,
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and avoidance of center-based child care—which is
directly correlated with early skill development in
children. The result is poorly developed cognitive
skills, recognizable in children as young as two years
old, which can negatively impact their future school
performance and, eventually, their job prospects.
Immigrants Raising Citizens has important
implications for immigration policy, labor law
enforcement, and the structure of community
services for immigrant families. In addition to low
income and educational levels, undocumented
parents experience hardships due to their status that
have potentially lifelong consequences for their
children. With nothing less than the future
contributions of these children at stake, the book
presents a rigorous and sobering argument that the
price for ignoring this reality may be too high to pay.

Pursuing Citizenship in the Enforcement
Era
Migration policing experiments such as boat turnbacks and offshore refugee processing have been
criticised as unlawful and have been characterised as
exceptional. Policing Undocumented Migrants
explores the extraordinarily routine, powerful, and
above all lawful practices engaged in policing status
within state territory. This book reveals how the
everyday violence of migration law is activated by
making people ‘illegal’. It explains how
undocumented migrants are marginalised through the
broad discretion underpinning existing frameworks of
legal responsibility for migration policing. Drawing on
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interviews with people with lived experience of
undocumented status within Australia, perspectives
from advocates, detailed analysis of legislation, case
law and policy, this book provides an in-depth account
of the experiences and legal regulation of
undocumented migrants within Australia. Case
studies of street policing, immigration raids,
transitions in legal status such as release from
immigration detention, and character based visa
determination challenge conventional binaries in
migration analysis between the citizen and noncitizen and between lawful and unlawful status. By
showing the organised and central role of
discretionary legal authority in policing status, this
book proposes a new perspective through which
responsibility for migration legal practices can be
better understood and evaluated. Policing
Undocumented Migrants will be of interest to scholars
and practitioners working in the areas of criminology,
criminal law, immigration law and border studies.

Immigration and Refugee Law in Russia
Whether motivated by humanitarianism or concern
over "porous" borders, dominant commentary on
migration in Europe has consistently focused on
clandestine border crossings. Much less, however, is
known about the everyday workings of immigration
law inside borders. Drawing on in-depth ethnographic
fieldwork in Italy, one of Europe's biggest receiving
countries, Rules, Paper, Status moves away from
polarized depictions to reveal how migration
processes actually play out on the ground. Anna
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Tuckett highlights the complex processes of inclusion
and exclusion produced through encounters with
immigration law. The statuses of "legal" or "illegal,"
which media and political accounts use as synonyms
for "good" and "bad," "worthy" and "unworthy," are
not created by practices of border-crossing, but rather
through legal and bureaucratic processes within
borders devised by governing states. Taking migrants'
interactions with immigration regimes as its starting
point, this book sheds light on the productive nature
of legal and bureaucratic encounters and the
unintended consequences they produce. Rules, Paper,
Status argues that successfully navigating Italian
immigration bureaucracy, which is situated in an
immigration regime that is both exclusionary and
flexible, requires and induces culturally specific
modes of behavior. Exclusionary laws, however, can
transform this social and cultural learning into the
very thing that endangers migrants' right to live in the
country.

Dear America
Examining how undocumented migrants are using
film, video, and other documentary media to
challenge surveillance, detention, and deportation As
debates over immigration increasingly become
flashpoints of political contention in the United States,
a variety of advocacy groups, social service
organizations, filmmakers, and artists have provided
undocumented migrants with the tools and training to
document their experiences. In The Undocumented
Everyday, Rebecca M. Schreiber examines the
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significance of self-representation by undocumented
Mexican and Central American migrants, arguing that
by centering their own subjectivity and presence
through their use of documentary media, these
migrants are effectively challenging intensified
regimes of state surveillance and liberal strategies
that emphasize visibility as a form of empowerment
and inclusion. Schreiber explores documentation as
both an aesthetic practice based on the visual
conventions of social realism and a stateadministered means of identification and control. As
Schreiber shows, by visualizing new ways of
belonging not necessarily defined by citizenship,
these migrants are remaking documentary media,
combining formal visual strategies with those of
amateur photography and performative elements to
create a mixed-genre aesthetic. In doing so, they
make political claims and create new forms of
protection for migrant communities experiencing
increased surveillance, detention, and deportation.

Illegal Lives
The United States prides itself on being a nation of
immigrants, and the country has a long history of
successfully absorbing people from across the globe.
The integration of immigrants and their children
contributes to our economic vitality and our vibrant
and ever changing culture. We have offered
opportunities to immigrants and their children to
better themselves and to be fully incorporated into
our society and in exchange immigrants have become
Americans - embracing an American identity and
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citizenship, protecting our country through service in
our military, fostering technological innovation,
harvesting its crops, and enriching everything from
the nation's cuisine to its universities, music, and art.
Today, the 41 million immigrants in the United States
represent 13.1 percent of the U.S. population. The
U.S.-born children of immigrants, the second
generation, represent another 37.1 million people, or
12 percent of the population. Thus, together the first
and second generations account for one out of four
members of the U.S. population. Whether they are
successfully integrating is therefore a pressing and
important question. Are new immigrants and their
children being well integrated into American society,
within and across generations? Do current policies
and practices facilitate their integration? How is
American society being transformed by the millions of
immigrants who have arrived in recent decades? To
answer these questions, this new report from the
National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and
Medicine summarizes what we know about how
immigrants and their descendants are integrating into
American society in a range of areas such as
education, occupations, health, and language.

Everyday Injustice
A free ebook version of this title is available through
Luminos, the UC Press open access publishing
program. Visit www.luminosoa.org to learn more.
Protect, Serve, and Deport exposes the on-the-ground
workings of local immigration enforcement in
Nashville, Tennessee. Between 2007 and 2012,
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Nashville’s local jail participated in an immigration
enforcement program called 287(g), which turned jail
employees into immigration officers who identified
over ten thousand removable immigrants for
deportation. The vast majority of those identified for
removal were not serious criminals, but Latino
residents arrested by local police for minor violations.
Protect, Serve, and Deport explains how local politics,
state laws, institutional policies, and police practices
work together to deliver immigrants into an
expanding federal deportation system, conveying
powerful messages about race, citizenship, and
belonging.

Constructing Immigrant 'Illegality'
The United States currently is deporting more people
than ever before: 4 million people have been
deported since 1997 –twice as many as all people
deported prior to 1996. There is a disturbing pattern
in the population deported: 97% of deportees are sent
to Latin America or the Caribbean, and 88% are men,
many of whom were originally detained through the
U.S. criminal justice system. Weaving together hardhitting critique and moving first-person testimonials,
Deported tells the intimate stories of people caught in
an immigration law enforcement dragnet that serves
the aims of global capitalism. Tanya Golash-Boza uses
the stories of 147 of these deportees to explore the
racialized and gendered dimensions of mass
deportation in the United States, showing how this
crisis is embedded in economic restructuring,
neoliberal reforms, and the disproportionate
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criminalization of black and Latino men. In the United
States, outsourcing creates service sector jobs and
more of a need for the unskilled jobs that attract
immigrants looking for new opportunities, but it also
leads to deindustrialization, decline in urban
communities, and, consequently, heavy policing.
Many immigrants are exposed to the same racial
profiling and policing as native-born blacks and
Latinos. Unlike the native-born, though, when
immigrants enter the criminal justice system,
deportation is often their only way out. Ultimately,
Golash-Boza argues that deportation has become a
state strategy of social control, both in the United
States and in the many countries that receive
deportees.

Separated
THE NATIONAL BESTSELLER “This riveting,
courageous memoir ought to be mandatory reading
for every American.” —Michelle Alexander, New York
Times bestselling author of The New Jim Crow “l cried
reading this book, realizing more fully what my
parents endured.” —Amy Tan, New York Times
bestselling author of The Joy Luck Club and Where the
Past Begins “This book couldn’t be more timely and
more necessary.” —Dave Eggers, New York Times
bestselling author of What Is the What and The Monk
of Mokha Pulitzer-Prize winning journalist Jose Antonio
Vargas, called “the most famous undocumented
immigrant in America,” tackles one of the defining
issues of our time in this explosive and deeply
personal call to arms. “This is not a book about the
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politics of immigration. This book––at its core––is not
about immigration at all. This book is about
homelessness, not in a traditional sense, but in the
unsettled, unmoored psychological state that
undocumented immigrants like myself find ourselves
in. This book is about lying and being forced to lie to
get by; about passing as an American and as a
contributing citizen; about families, keeping them
together, and having to make new ones when you
can’t. This book is about constantly hiding from the
government and, in the process, hiding from
ourselves. This book is about what it means to not
have a home. After 25 years of living illegally in a
country that does not consider me one of its own, this
book is the closest thing I have to freedom.” —Jose
Antonio Vargas, from Dear America

Everyday Law for Latino/as
Pursuing Citizenship in the Enforcement Era provides
readers with the everyday perspectives of immigrants
on what it is like to try to integrate into American
society during a time when immigration policy is
focused on enforcement and exclusion. The law says
that everyone who is not a citizen is an alien. But the
social reality is more complicated. Ming Hsu Chen
argues that the citizen/alien binary should instead be
reframed as a spectrum of citizenship, a concept that
emphasizes continuities between the otherwise
distinct experiences of membership and belonging for
immigrants seeking to become citizens. To
understand citizenship from the perspective of
noncitizens, this book utilizes interviews with more
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than one-hundred immigrants of varying legal
statuses about their attempts to integrate
economically, socially, politically, and legally during a
modern era of intense immigration enforcement.
Studying the experiences of green card holders,
refugees, military service members, temporary
workers, international students, and undocumented
immigrants uncovers the common plight that
underlies their distinctions: limited legal status breeds
a sense of citizenship insecurity for all immigrants
that inhibits their full integration into society. Bringing
together theories of citizenship with empirical data on
integration and analysis of contemporary policy, Chen
builds a case that formal citizenship status matters
more than ever during times of enforcement and
argues for constructing pathways to citizenship that
enhance both formal and substantive equality of
immigrants.

Legal Passing
This book traces the origins of the "illegal alien" in
American law and society, explaining why and how
illegal migration became the central problem in U.S.
immigration policy—a process that profoundly shaped
ideas and practices about citizenship, race, and state
authority in the twentieth century. Mae Ngai offers a
close reading of the legal regime of restriction that
commenced in the 1920s—its statutory architecture,
judicial genealogies, administrative enforcement,
differential treatment of European and non-European
migrants, and long-term effects. She shows that
immigration restriction, particularly national-origin
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and numerical quotas, remapped America both by
creating new categories of racial difference and by
emphasizing as never before the nation's contiguous
land borders and their patrol. Some images inside the
book are unavailable due to digital copyright
restrictions.

Domestica
American by Paper reveals how two groups of
immigrants who share a primary language
nevertheless have very different experiences of
literacy in the United States. It describes the social
realities facing documented and undocumented
immigrants who use everyday acts of writing to
negotiate papers—the visas, green cards, and
passports that promise access to the American
Dream. It is both an ethnography, filled with
illuminating details about contemporary immigrant
lives, and a critical intervention into two leading—and
conflicting—scholarly ideas of literacy and its social
role. Although popular thinking and scholarship have
viewed literacy as a method of culturally assimilating
immigrants into the nation, Kate Vieira finds that
upward mobility and social inclusion in the United
States are tied to literacy in complex ways. She draws
from extensive interviews with Portuguese-speaking
migrants who live and work together in a former mill
town in Massachusetts that she calls South Mills: one
group from the Azores, who are usually documented,
and another from Brazil, who are usually
undocumented. She explains how these migrants
experience literacy not as a vehicle for assimilation
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(as educational policy makers often assert) nor as a
means of resisting oppression (as literacy scholars
often hope) but instead as tied up in papers,
particularly in the papers that confer legal status.
Papers and literacy are inextricably bound together,
both promoting and constraining opportunities, and
they shape why and how migrants read and write.
Vieira builds on insights from literacy theories that
have long been in opposition to each other in order to
develop a new sociomaterial theory of literacy, one
that takes into account its inseparable link to paper,
forms, and documentation. This point of view leads to
a deeper understanding of how literacy actually
accrues meaning by circulating, and recirculating,
through institutions and the lives of individuals.

Everyday Law on the Street
A political scientist explains how the American
immigration system ran off the rails -- and proposes a
bold plan for reform Under the Trump administration,
US immigration agencies terrorize the undocumented,
target people who are here legally, and even threaten
the constitutional rights of American citizens. How did
we get to this point? In Illegal, Elizabeth F. Cohen
reveals that our current crisis has roots in early
twentieth century white nationalist politics, which
began to reemerge in the 1980s. Since then, ICE and
CBP have acquired bigger budgets and more power
than any other law enforcement agency. Now, Trump
has unleashed them. If we want to reverse the rising
tide of abuse, Cohen argues that we must act quickly
to rein in the powers of the current immigration
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regime and revive saner approaches based on
existing law. Going beyond the headlines, Illegal
makes clear that if we don't act now all of us, citizen
and not, are at risk.

The President and Immigration Law
What does it mean to be an illegal immigrant, or the
child of immigrants, in this era of restrictive
immigration laws in the United States? As lawmakers
and others struggle to respond to the changing
landscape of immigration, the effects of policies on
people's daily lives are all too often overlooked. In
Everyday Illegal, award-winning author Joanna Dreby
recounts the stories of children and parents in eightyone families to show what happens when a restrictive
immigration system emphasizes deportation over
legalization. Interweaving her own experiences, Dreby
illustrates how bitter strains can arise in relationships
when spouses have different legal status. She
introduces us to "suddenly single mothers" who
struggle to place food on the table and pay rent after
their husbands have been deported. Taking us into
the homes and schools of children living in
increasingly vulnerable circumstances, she presents
families that are divided internally, with some children
having legal status while their siblings are
undocumented. Even children who are U.S. citizens
regularly associate immigration with illegality. With
vivid ethnographic details and a striking narrative,
Everyday Illegal forces us to confront the devastating
impacts of our immigration policies as seen through
the eyes of children and their families. As legal status
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influences identity formation, alters the division of
power within families, and affects the opportunities
children have outside the home, it becomes a growing
source of inequality that ultimately touches us all.

American by Paper
In The Ethics of Immigration, Joseph Carens
synthesizes a lifetime of work to explore and
illuminate one of the most pressing issues of our time.
Immigration poses practical problems for western
democracies and also challenges the ways in which
people in democracies think about citizenship and
belonging, about rights and responsibilities, and
about freedom and equality. Carens begins by
focusing on current immigration controversies in
North America and Europe about access to
citizenship, the integration of immigrants, temporary
workers, irregular migrants and the admission of
family members and refugees. Working within the
moral framework provided by liberal democratic
values, he argues that some of the practices of
democratic states in these areas are morally
defensible, while others need to be reformed. In the
last part of the book he moves beyond the currently
feasible to ask questions about immigration from a
more fundamental perspective. He argues that
democratic values of freedom and equality ultimately
entail a commitment to open borders. Only in a world
of open borders, he contends, will we live up to our
most basic principles. Many will not agree with some
of Carens' claims, especially his controversial
conclusion, but none will be able to dismiss his views
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lightly. Powerfully argued by one of the world's
leading political philosophers on the issue, The Ethics
of Immigration is a landmark work on one of the most
important global social trends of our era.

The Undocumented Americans
Everyday life as an immigrant in a deportation nation
is fraught with risk, but everywhere immigrants
confront repression and dispossession, they also
manifest resistance in ways big and small. Immigrants
Under Threat shifts the conversation from what has
been done to Mexican immigrants to what they do in
response. From private strategies of avoidance, to
public displays of protest, immigrant resistance is
animated by the massive demographic shifts that
started in 1965 and an immigration enforcement
regime whose unprecedented scope and intensity has
made daily life increasingly perilous. Immigrants
Under Threat focuses on the way the material needs
of everyday life both enable and constrain
participation in immigrant resistance movements.

Everyday Illegal
Describes one political refugee's long and difficult
struggle through immigration processing, detailing his
imprisonment in Kenya, his escape to the U.S., and
the ordeal of dealing with a bureaucracy that sought
to deport him.

Everyday Law
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On a Thursday in November of 2013, Guadalupe
Morales waited anxiously with her sister-in-law and
their four small children. Every Latino man who drove
away from their shared apartment above a small auto
repair shop that day had failed to returnâ€”arrested,
one by one, by ICE agents and local police. As the two
women discussed what to do next, a SWAT team clad
in body armor and carrying assault rifles stormed the
room. As Guadalupe remembers it, "The soldiers
came in the house. They knocked down doors. They
threw gas. They had guns. We were two women with
small children The kids terrified, the kids screaming."
In Separated, William D. Lopez examines the lasting
damage done by this daylong act of collaborative
immigration enforcement in Washtenaw County,
Michigan. Exploring the chaos of enforcement through
the lens of community health, Lopez discusses
deportation's rippling negative effects on families,
communities, and individuals. Focusing on those left
behind, Lopez reveals their efforts to cope with
trauma, avoid homelessness, handle worsening
health, and keep their families together as they
attempt to deal with a deportation machine that is
militarized, traumatic, implicitly racist, and profoundly
violent. Lopez uses this single home raid to show
what immigration law enforcement looks like from the
perspective of the people who actually experience it.
Drawing on in-depth interviews with twenty-four
individuals whose lives were changed that day in
2013, as well as field notes, records obtained under
the Freedom of Information Act, and his own
experience as an activist, Lopez combines rigorous
research with narrative storytelling. Putting faces and
names to the numbers behind deportation statistics,
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Separated urges readers to move beyond sound bites
and consider the human experience of mixed-status
communities in the small everyday towns that dot the
interior of the United States.

Immigrants Raising Citizens
The stories of Mexican migrant women who parent
from afar, and how their transnational families stay
together While we have an incredible amount of
statistical information about immigrants coming in
and out of the United States, we know very little
about how migrant families stay together and raise
their children. Beyond the numbers, what are the
everyday experiences of families with members on
both sides of the border? Focusing on Mexican women
who migrate to New York City and leave children
behind, Motherhood across Borders examines
parenting from afar, as well as the ways in which
separated siblings cope with different experiences
across borders. Drawing on more than three years of
ethnographic research, Gabrielle Oliveira offers a
unique focus on the many consequences of maternal
migration. Oliveira illuminates the life trajectories of
separated siblings, including their divergent
educational paths, and the everyday struggles that
undocumented mothers go through in order to figure
out how to be a good parent to all of their children, no
matter where they live. Despite these efforts, the
book uncovers the far-reaching effects of maternal
migration that influences both the children who
accompany their mothers to New York City, and those
who remain in Mexico. With more mothers migrating
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without their children in search of jobs, opportunities,
and the hope of creating a better life for their
families, Motherhood across Borders is an invaluable
resource for scholars, educators, and anyone with an
interest in the current dynamics of U.S immigration.

Within and Beyond Citizenship
Toronto prides itself on being “the world’s most
diverse city,” and its officials seek to support this
diversity through programs and policies designed to
promote social inclusion. Yet this progressive vision of
law often falls short in practice, limited by problems
inherent in the political culture itself. In Everyday Law
on the Street, Mariana Valverde brings to light the
often unexpected ways that the development and
implementation of policies shape everyday urban life.
Drawing on four years spent participating in council
hearings and civic association meetings and
shadowing housing inspectors and law enforcement
officials as they went about their day-to-day work,
Valverde reveals a telling transformation between law
on the books and law on the streets. She finds, for
example, that some of the democratic governing
mechanisms generally applauded—public meetings,
for instance—actually create disadvantages for
marginalized groups, whose members are less likely
to attend or articulate their concerns. As a result, both
officials and citizens fail to see problems outside the
point of view of their own needs and neighborhood.
Taking issue with Jane Jacobs and many others,
Valverde ultimately argues that Toronto and other
diverse cities must reevaluate their allegiance to
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strictly local solutions. If urban diversity is to be truly
inclusive—of tenants as well as homeowners, and
recent immigrants as well as longtime
residents—cities must move beyond micro-local
planning and embrace a more expansive, citywide
approach to planning and regulation.

The Ethics of Immigration
Cities across the U.S. increasingly respond to
undocumented immigrants through local law. These
locales set parameters of inclusion and exclusion
through accommodating measures intended to
integrate newcomers and restrictive policies meant to
marginalize them. How do the varying legal contexts
of receiving locales shape these immigrants' everyday
lives and future prospects? In the first comparative
study of the outcomes of local immigration law, my
dissertation explores the incorporation effects of
accommodating and restrictive socio-legal contexts,
and it does so from the perspective of undocumented
Mexicans. Drawing on multi-sited and mixed methods
research, I counter scholars who argue that restrictive
policy environments uniformly force immigrants to
margins of society. My dissertation demonstrates the
unintended social consequences of legal restrictions,
wherein aspects of immigrants' settlement, cultural
incorporation, and political socialization flourish in
response to the very laws that seek to exclude them.
The first empirical chapter asks whether restrictive
laws work to push undocumented immigrants out of
hostile destinations. To gain leverage on this
question, I focus on the relationship between
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settlement behavior and "attrition through
enforcement" policy. Formed to trigger the voluntary
exit of undesired immigrants, these laws aim to make
their lives exceedingly difficult. With a twofold
comparison of undocumented immigrants in three
cities and two states, I use original bi-national survey
data to demonstrate that such measures do not have
a significant effect on the amount of time spent in
restrictive locales or changes in place of residency. I
draw from interview data collected from
undocumented immigrants to argue that economic,
social, and life course factors more prominently shape
settlement decisions. Within the second chapter, I
explore undocumented immigrants' navigation of
daily life in cities with hostile socio-legal
environments. How do every day events, like going to
work and taking children to school, unfold for
undocumented immigrants living legally restrictive
cities, and how does this relate to incorporation
trajectories? Drawing on observations and interviews,
I find that undocumented Mexicans in restrictive
destinations attempt legal passing, or the public
embodiment of the culture of the dominant core
population, a behavior not present in accommodating
locales. Purposive and strategic, this daily effort to
pass is primarily a protective strategy, yet over time it
becomes internalized and contributes to incremental
cultural incorporation. The final empirical chapter
focuses on political engagement in restrictive and
accommodating receiving locales. With observational
and interview data from undocumented immigrants, I
demonstrate that restrictive laws---while clearly
contributing to social suffering---also trigger political
socialization. Seeking to understand the implications
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of legal restrictions, immigrants forge closer ties with
neighbors, sympathetic allies, and advocacy
organizations and, in doing so, they develop political
knowledge. Nevertheless, the oppressive nature of
restrictive socio-legal contexts dampens political
efficacy and limits political participation to the realm
of local immigration policy. Conversely,
accommodating laws make the everyday activities of
undocumented immigrants far more secure and
stable. Freed from the daily burden of restrictive
immigration policy, immigrants in accommodating
destinations become more broadly socialized in the
local politics, have a higher sense of political efficacy,
and participate in a wider range of political issues.
The determinants of local immigration laws have been
studied, but we know little about their social effects.
With fieldwork in multiple sites chosen for their
theoretical variation, my dissertation is the first
comparative study of the outcomes of local
immigration measures for undocumented immigrants
themselves. By bringing immigrants into the analysis,
I highlight the deep yet often counterintuitive
influence of divergent socio-legal contexts. In doing
so, the dissertation expands standard explanations of
incorporation to include illegality and the socio-legal
environments of immigrant destinations as key
variables driving the adaptation process. My data also
have implications for our understanding of inequality,
as local immigration laws create a new axis of
stratification that shapes immigrants' everyday lives
and future prospects.

Everyday Law on the Street
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In this enlightening and timely work, Pierrette
Hondagneu-Sotelo highlights the voices, experiences,
and views of Mexican and Central American women
who care for other people's children and homes, as
well as the outlooks of the women who employ them
in Los Angeles. The new preface looks at the current
issues facing immigrant domestic workers in a global
context.
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