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A Study Guide for Walter Dean Myers's "Monster"
History has made me an African American. It is an Africa that I have come from,
and an America that I have helped to create. Since they were first brought as
captives to Virginia, the people who would become African Americans have
struggled for freedom. Thousands fought for the rights of all Americans during the
Revolutionary War, and for their own rights during the Civil War. On the battlefield,
through education, and through their creative genius, they have worked toward
one goal: that the rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness be denied no
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one. Fired by the legacy of men and women like Abd al Rahman Ibrahima, Ida B.
Wells, and George Latimer, the struggle continues today. Here is African-American
history, told through the stories of the people whose experiences have shaped and
continue to shape the America in which we live.

Game
Somewhere in the Darkness
New York Times bestselling author and Printz Award winner Walter Dean Myers
once again connects with teenagers everywhere in Darius & Twig, a novel about
friendship and needing to live one's own dream. This touching and raw teen novel
from the author of Monster, Kick, We Are America, Bad Boy, and many other
celebrated literary works for children and teens is a Coretta Scott King Honor Book.
Darius and Twig are an unlikely pair: Darius is a writer whose only escape is his
alter ego, a peregrine falcon named Fury, and Twig is a middle-distance runner
striving for athletic success. But they are drawn together in the struggle to
overcome the obstacles that life in Harlem throws at them. The two friends must
face down bullies, an abusive uncle, and the idea that they'll be stuck in the same
place forever. Maria Russo, writing in the New York Times, included Darius & Twig
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on her list of "great kids' books with diverse characters." She commented: "The
late Myers, one of the greats and a champion of diversity in children’s books well
before the cause got mainstream attention, is at his elegant, heartfelt best in this
2013 novel. It’s about two friends growing up in Harlem, one a writer, one an
athlete, facing daily challenges and trying to dream of a brighter future."

Autobiography of My Dead Brother
A stunning graphic novel adaptation of Walter Dean Myers's New York Times
bestseller Monster. Monster is a multi-award-winning, provocative coming-of-age
story about Steve Harmon, a teenager awaiting trial for a murder and robbery. As
Steve acclimates to juvenile detention and goes to trial, he envisions how his
ordeal would play out on the big screen. Guy A. Sims, the acclaimed author of the
Brotherman series of comic books, collaborated with his brother, the illustrator
Dawud Anyabwile, in this thrilling black-and-white graphic novel adaption of
Monster. Monster was the first-ever Michael L. Printz Award recipient, an ALA Best
Book, a Coretta Scott King Honor selection, and a National Book Award finalist.
Monster is also now a major motion picture called All Rise starring Jennifer Hudson,
Kelvin Harrison, Jr., Nas, and A$AP Rocky. Fans of Monster and of the work of
Walter Dean Myers—and even kids who think they don't like to read—will devour
this graphic adaptation.
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Monster
In this striking new novel by the critically acclaimed author of Allegedly and
Monday’s Not Coming, Tiffany D. Jackson tells the story of three Brooklyn teens
who plot to turn their murdered friend into a major rap star by pretending he's still
alive. Brooklyn, 1998. Biggie Smalls was right: Things done changed. But that
doesn’t mean that Quadir and Jarrell are cool letting their best friend Steph’s music
lie forgotten under his bed after he’s murdered—not when his rhymes could turn
any Bed Stuy corner into a party. With the help of Steph’s younger sister Jasmine,
they come up with a plan to promote Steph’s music under a new rap name: the
Architect. Soon, everyone wants a piece of him. When his demo catches the
attention of a hotheaded music label rep, the trio must prove Steph’s talent from
beyond the grave. As the pressure of keeping their secret grows, Quadir, Jarrell,
and Jasmine are forced to confront the truth about what happened to Steph. Only,
each has something to hide. And with everything riding on Steph’s fame, they need
to decide what they stand for or lose all that they’ve worked so hard to hold on
to—including each other.

Hoops
This study guide enables students to gain in-depth understanding of Walter Dean
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Myers' work Monster. The wide range of activities and exercises are designed to
raise awareness of ethics and legal systems, to further students' writing, speaking,
critical and analytical thinking skills, as well as their imagination and creativity.
Each study guide section provides vocabulary exercises, text comprehension,
discussion questions, guided interpretation of passages, writing tasks featuring
different text types with instructions for composition. Pre-reading tasks encourage
students to anticipate developments, discuss legal and ethical issues, expand their
vocabulary. Graphic organizers help to structure information visually, identify bias,
distinguish fact from opinion, analyze elements of literature and style. Role-play
activities challenge students to take a stand, to convince, to solve problems.
Teachers have many opportunities for varied assessment. Intended for grades
9-11, native speakers or learners of English

The Righteous Revenge of Artemis Bonner
Friends Zander, Kambui, LaShonda, and Bobbi, caught in the middle of a mock Civil
War at DaVinci Academy, learn the true cost of freedom of speech when they use
their alternative newspaper, The Cruiser, to try to make peace.

Handbook for Boys
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Powerful, riveting, and real. Sixteen celebrated authors bring us raw, insightful
stories that explore guns and teens in a fiction collection that is thought provoking
and emotionally gripping. For fans of Forgive Me, Leonard Peacock and Give a Boy
a Gun, and with an array of YA talent like the late great Walter Dean Myers, the
poetic Joyce Carol Oates, the prophetic Elizabeth Wein, and the gritty Chris
Crutcher, these are evocative voices that each has a different perspective to give.
Capturing the hurt and the healing, victims and perpetrators, these stories get to
the heart of the matter. From a boy whose low self-esteem is impacted when a gun
comes into his possession to a student recalling a senseless tragedy that befell a
favorite teacher, from a realistic look at hunting to a provocative look at a family
that defies stereotypes, each emotional story stirs the debate to new levels. The
juxtaposition of guns and their consequences offers moving tales, each a reminder
of how crucial the question of guns in our society is, and the impact they have on
all of us. Other acclaimed contributors are Marc Aronson, Edward Averett,
Francesca Lia Block, Alex Flinn, Gregory Galloway, Jenny Hubbard, Peter Johnson,
Ron Koertge, Chris Lynch, Eric Shanower, Will Weaver, and Tim Wynne-Jones.

Riot
It begins with a free and joyful act--but from then on, Michael finds it impossible
even to remember what it felt like to be free and joyful. When he fires his new rifle
into the air on his seventeenth birthday, he never imagines that the bullet will end
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up killing someone. But a mile away, a man is killed by that bullet as he innocently
repairs his roof. And Michael keeps desperately silent while he watches his world
crumble. Meanwhile Jenna, the dead man's daughter, copes with desperation of
her own. Through her grief, she tries to understand why she no longer feels
comfortable with her boyfriend and why a near stranger named Michael keeps
appearing in her dreams. Suspenseful and powerfully moving, this is the
unforgettable story of an accidental crime and its haunting web of repercussions.

Let Me Hear a Rhyme
Slowly Jack learns the pleasures of writing poetry as Miss Stretchberry encourages
him to tell his own story through verse. What emerges is a moving and memorable
story about a boy and his dog and his growing passion for poetry.

Self-Inflicted Wounds
In 2035, Dahlia Grillo, a sixteen-year-old math whiz, joins with six other American
teens traveling to England to meet with groups from around the world in hopes of
stopping C8, the companies that control nearly everything for their own benefit.

Love That Dog
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Orange Is the New Black meets Walter Dean Myer’s Monster in this gritty, twisty,
and haunting debut by Tiffany D. Jackson about a girl convicted of murder seeking
the truth while surviving life in a group home. Mary B. Addison killed a baby.
Allegedly. She didn’t say much in that first interview with detectives, and the
media filled in the only blanks that mattered: a white baby had died while under
the care of a churchgoing black woman and her nine-year-old daughter. The public
convicted Mary and the jury made it official. But did she do it? There wasn’t a point
to setting the record straight before, but now she’s got Ted—and their unborn
child—to think about. When the state threatens to take her baby, Mary’s fate now
lies in the hands of the one person she distrusts the most: her Momma. No one
knows the real Momma. But does anyone know the real Mary?

Juba!
Instructional materials for use with Walter Dean Myers' Monster. Includes a
synopsis, time line, author sketch, critic's corner, other works by Walter Dean
Myers, bibliography, general objectives, specific objectives, literary terms and
applications, importance of setting, cross-curricular sources, themes and motifs,
meaning study, comprehension study, how language works, across the curriculum,
alternate assessment, a vocabulary test, two comprehension tests, and answer
key.
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The Cruisers
As the Civil War rages, another battle breaks out behind the lines. During a long
hot July in 1863, the worst race riots the United States has ever seen erupt in New
York City. Earlier that year, desperate for more Union soldiers, President Abraham
Lincoln instituted a draft–a draft that would allow the wealthy to escape serving in
the army by paying a $300 waiver, more than a year’s income for the recent
immigrant Irish. And on July 11, as the first drawing takes place in Lower
Manhattan, the city of New York explodes in rage and fire. Stores are looted;
buildings, including the Colored Foundling Home, are burned down; and black
Americans are attacked, beaten, and murdered. The police cannot hold out against
the rioters, and finally, battle-hardened soldiers are ordered back from the fields of
Gettysburg to put down the insurrection, which they do–brutally. Fifteen-year-old
Claire, the beloved daughter of a black father and Irish mother, finds herself torn
between the two warring sides. Faced with the breakdown of the city–the
home–she has loved, Claire must discover the strength and resilience to address
the new world in which she finds herself, and to begin the hard journey of
remaking herself and her identity. Addressing such issues as race, bigotry, and
class head-on, Walter Dean Myers has written another stirring and exciting novel
that will shake up assumptions, and lift the spirit. From the Hardcover edition.
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Fast Sam, Cool Clyde, and Stuff
Fallen Angels by Walter Dean Myers is a young adult novel about seventeen-yearold Richie Perry, a Harlem teenager who volunteers for the Army when unable to
afford college and is sent to fight in the Vietnam War. Perry and his
platoon—Peewee, Lobel, Johnson, and Brunner—come face-to-face with the
Vietcong, the harsh realities of war, and some dark truths about themselves. A
thoughtful young man with a gift for writing and love of basketball, Perry learns to
navigate among fellow soldiers under tremendous stress and struggles with his
own fear as he sees things he’ll never forget: the filling of body bags, the deaths of
civilians and soldier friends, the effects of claymore mines, the fires of Napalm, and
jungle diseases like Nam Rot. Available as an e-book for the first time on the 25th
anniversary of its publication, Fallen Angels has been called one of the best
Vietnam War books ever and one of the great coming-of-age Vietnam War stories.
Filled with unforgettable characters, not least Peewee Gates of Chicago who copes
with war by relying on wisecracks and dark humor, Fallen Angels “reaches deep
into the minds of soldiers” and makes “readers feel they are there, deep in the
heart of war.” Fallen Angels has won numerous awards and honors, including the
Coretta Scott King Award, an ALA Best Book for Young Adults, a Booklist Editors
Choice, and a School Library Journal Best Book. Fallen Angels was #16 on the
American Library Association’s list of the most frequently challenged books of
1990–2000 for its realistic depiction of war and those who fight in wars.
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Monster [by] Walter Dean Myers
The Scorpions are a gun-toting Harlem gang, and Jamal Hicks is about to become
tragically involved with them in this authentic tale of the sacrifice of innocence and
the struggle to steer clear of violence. This Newbery Honor Book will challenge
young men to consider their own decisions as they come of age in a complex and
often frustrating society. Pushed by a bully to fight and nagged by his principal,
Jamal is having a difficult time staying in school. His home life is not much better,
with his mother working her fingers to the bone to try to earn the money for an
appeal for Jamal's jailed older brother, Randy. Jamal wants to do the right thing and
help earn the money to free his brother by working, but he's afraid to go against
the Scorpions. Jamal eventually pulls free of the gang's bad influence, but only
through the narrowest of escapes. Walter Dean Myers, five-time winner of the
Coretta Scott King Award, sensitively explores the loyalty and love between friends
faced with hard choices. Scorpions is 25 years old, but the issues of poverty and
violence make it a timeless powerful read—sadly as relevant as ever.

Nothing But the Truth
Just Write: Here's How!
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An ALA-YALSA Best Book for Young Adults New Bonus Content: -Q&A with Walter
Dean Myers -Q&A with screenwriter John Ballard -Teaser chapter from On a Clear
Day -Excerpt from 145th Street All eyes are on seventeen-year-old Lonnie Jackson
while he practices with his team for a city-wide basketball Tournament of
Champions. His coach, Cal, knows Lonnie has what it takes to be a pro basketball
player, but warns him about giving in to the pressure. Cal knows because he, too,
once had the chance—but sold out. As the tournament nears, Lonnie learns that
some heavy bettors want Cal to keep him on the bench so that the team will lose
the championship. As the last seconds of the game tick away, Lonnie and Cal must
make a decision. Are they willing to blow the chance of a lifetime?

Fallen Angels
In New York Times bestselling author Walter Dean Myers's last novel, he delivers a
gripping story based on the life of a real dancer known as Master Juba, who lived in
the nineteenth century. This engaging historical novel is based on the true story of
the meteoric rise of an immensely talented young black dancer, William Henry
Lane, who influenced today's tap, jazz, and step dancing. With meticulous and
intensive research, Walter Dean Myers has brought to life Juba's story. The novel
includes photographs, maps, and other images from Juba's time and an afterword
from Walter Dean Myers's wife about the writing process of Juba!
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Street Love
A Study Guide for Walter Dean Myers's "Monster," excerpted from Gale's acclaimed
Novels for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character
analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for
further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Novels for
Students for all of your research needs.

Monster
A teenage boy accompanies his father, who has recently escaped from prison, on a
trip that turns out to be a time of often painful discovery for them both.

Taking Aim
In her book Self-Inflicted Wounds, comedian, actress, and cohost of CBS’s daytime
hit show The Talk, Aisha Tyler recounts a series of epic mistakes and hilarious
stories of crushing personal humiliation, and the personal insights and authentic
wisdom she gathered along the way. The essays in Self-Inflicted Wounds are
refreshingly and sometimes brutally honest, surprising, and laugh-out-loud funny,
vividly translating the brand of humor Tyler has cultivated through her successful
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standup career, as well as the strong voice and unique point of view she expresses
on her taste-making comedy podcast Girl on Guy. Riotous, revealing, and
wonderfully relatable, Aisha Tyler’s Self-Inflicted Wounds: Heartwarming Tales of
Epic Humiliation is about the power of calamity to shape life, learning, and success.

Monster: A Graphic Novel
Drew Lawson knows basketball is taking him places. It has to, because his grades
certainly aren't. But lately his plan has run squarely into a pick. Coach's new
offense has made another player a star, and Drew won't let anyone disrespect his
game. Just as his team makes the playoffs, Drew must come up with something big
to save his fading college prospects. It's all up to Drew to find out just how deep his
game really is.

Swallowing Stones
Sometimes I feel like I have walked into the middle of a movie. Maybe I can make
my own movie. The film will be the story of my life. No, not my life, but of this
experience. I'll call it what the lady who is the prosecutor called me. MONSTER.
FADE IN: INTERIOR COURT. A guard sits at a desk behind Steve. Kathy O'Brien,
Steve's lawyer, is all business as she talks to Steve. O'BRIEN Let me make sure you
Page 14/25

Where To Download Monster Study Guide Walter Dean Myers
understand what's going on. Both you and this king character are on trial for felony
murder. Felony Murder is as serious as it gets. . . . When you're in court, you sit
there and pay attetion. You let the jury know that you think the case is a serious as
they do. . . . STEVE You think we're going to win ? O'BRIEN (seriously) It probably
depends on what you mean by "win." Sixteen-year-old Steve Harmon is on trial for
murder. A Harlem drugstore owner was shot and killed in his store, and the word is
that Steve served as the lookout. Guilty or innocent, Steve becomes a pawn in the
hands of "the system," cluttered with cynical authority figures and unscrupulous
inmates, who will turn in anyone to shorten their own sentences. For the first time,
Steve is forced to think about who he is as he faces prison, where he may spend all
the tomorrows of his life. As a way of coping with the horrific events that entangle
him, Steve, an amateur filmmaker, decides to transcribe his trial into a script, just
like in the movies. He writes it all down, scene by scene, the story of how his whole
life was turned around in an instant. But despite his efforts, reality is blurred and
his vision obscured until he can no longer tell who he is or what is the truth. This
compelling novel is Walter Dean Myers's writing at its best. 2000 Coretta Scott
King Honor Book, 2000 Michael L. Printz Award, 1999 National Book Award Finalist,
01 Heartland Award for Excellence in YA Lit Finalist, 00-01 Tayshas High School
Reading List, and 00-01 Black-Eyed Susan Award Masterlist 2000 Best Books for
Young Adults (ALA), Hornbook Fanfare 2000, Michael L. Printz Award 2000, 2000
Coretta Scott King Award Author Honor Book, 2000 Quick Picks for Young Adults
(Recomm. Books for Reluctant Young Readers), and 2000 Best Books for Young
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Adults (ALA)

Monster
Several children tell what they think happens to the day when night arrives.

Shooter
Stuff doesn't know anyone when he first moves to 116th Street. But all of that
changes when he meets Fast Sam, Cool Clyde, and Gloria. Stuff and the gang grow
close that eventful year, and nothing is ever like it again. That's the year modern
science gets them all in jail; Stuff falls in love and is unfaithful; and Cool Clyde and
Fast Sam win the dance contest-almost.

Now Is Your Time!
Your first love is totally wrong for you. Do you follow your heart? Or do you run
away? Junice What am I doing? He’ll take one quick look And wish he was
anywhere else but here I’m already ashamed of what I think He will think of me, of
the life I lead Damien Yes, she is the fruit that will Sustain me and yes, she brings A
rain that I know can chill But it is a rain so sweet and sings A song my soul insists
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That I follow, if I would exist As more than I have ever, ever been If my mother
calls it evil, then I embrace the sin

Lockdown
From Walter Dean Myers comes a powerful and timely novel about the heroics and
horror of war---a gripping companion to FALLEN ANGELS. Robin "Birdy" Perry, a
new army recruit from Harlem, isn't quite sure why he joined the army, but he's
sure where he's headed: Iraq. Birdy and the others in the Civilian Affairs Battalion
are supposed to help secure and stabilize the country and successfully interact
with the Iraqi people. Officially, the code name for their maneuvers is Operation
Iraqi Freedom. But the young men and women in the CA unit have a simpler name
for it: WAR

Sunrise Over Fallujah
New York Times bestselling author Walter Dean Myers traveled back to his roots in
this memoir that is gripping, funny, and ultimately unforgettable. Don’t miss this
memoir by a former National Ambassador of Books for Young People! As a boy,
Myers was quick-tempered and physically strong, always ready for a fight. He also
read voraciously—he would check out books from the library and carry them home,
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hidden in brown paper bags in order to avoid other boys' teasing. He aspired to be
a writer (and he eventually succeeded). But as his hope for a successful future
diminished, the values he had been taught at home, in school, and in his
community seemed worthless, and he turned to the streets and to his books for
comfort. Here, in his own words, is the story of one of the most important voices of
our time.

NOVELS FOR STUDENTS
Baseball-loving seventh grader Richard has hopes of turning himself and the new
kid, Napoleon, into the best baseball players Boston has seen since the Gold Dust
Twins“As long as you have baseball on your side you can overcome anything.”
Seventh grader Richard Moncreif is convinced baseball will ease newcomer
Napoleon Charlie Ellis’s transition to life in Boston. Napoleon is unlike anyone he’s
ever met: poised, well educated, and a cricket player from the Caribbean.
Napoleon is one of the few black students at Richard’s school, where racism is
pervasive. But Richard believes that he and Napoleon can get through any
hardship and become the next Gold Dust Twins, just like the famous pair of Red
Sox rookies from 1975. After all, Napoleon is a natural athlete, and Richard knows
everything anyone could possibly know about baseball. He just needs Napoleon to
play along. This ebook features an illustrated biography of Chris Lynch including
rare images from the author’s personal collection.
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Scorpions
Wanted: One low-lifed, sniveling scoundrel Artemis Bonner wants to set the record
straight. He's just arrived in Tombstone, Arizona, to avenge the murder of his uncle
Ugly Ned Bonner. And if he happens to stumble across the gold mine his uncle
described on his deathbed, then would be just fine, too. The murderous scalawag
Catfish Grimes and his equally odious campaignion Lucy Featherdip are on the
loose. They're desperate to find the gold mine and claim it for themselves as
Artemis and his sidekick, Frolic, chase the pair from Mexico to the Alaskan Territory
and back again. Artemis and Catfish are headed for a showdown in front of the Bird
Cage Saloonthe exact spot where Uncle Ugly met his Untimely Demise. Here's the
whole story -- and the Truth as well.

Where Does the Day Go?
FADE IN: INTERIOR: Early morning in CELL BLOCK D, MANHATTAN DETENTION
CENTER. Steve (Voice-Over) Sometimes I feel like I have walked into the middle of
a movie. Maybe I can make my own movie. The film will be the story of my life. No,
not my life, but of this experience. I'll call it what the lady prosecutor called me
Monster.
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Darius & Twig
The groundbreaking and widely praised novel about a school shooting, from the
acclaimed author of Monster. Multiple narratives, a personal journal, and
newspaper and police reports add perspective and pull readers into the story.
"Questions of guilt and innocence drive the plot and stay with the reader," said
Hazel Rochman in a starred Booklist review. "Highly readable." "A haunting story
that uncovers the pain of several high school students," according to
Teenreads.com. "It explores the tragedies of school violence and how the result of
bullying can go to the most dramatic extreme. Myers has a gift for expressing the
voices of his characters. Shooter is not a light read, but it will leave you reeling."

Gold Dust
In the groundbreaking tradition of his award-winning Monster and Bad Boy: A
Memoir, Walter Dean Myers fashions a highly readable, powerful novel about the
rules for success for young men, especially those navigating coming of age while
Black. Share this book in the classroom, in a father-son reading group, or as a
summer reading (or anytime) choice that's likely to spark conversation and be a
favorite. "When the proprietor of a Harlem barbershop takes over as the courtappointed mentor for two troubled teenagers, he conveys the message that the
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future is built not only on hard work but on sustaining dreams as well."
(Smithsonian magazine). In his introduction to Handbook for Boys, Walter Dean
Myers wrote: "I know as a troubled teenager I would have loved to have a
neighborhood barbershop to sit in and a group of worldly and knowledgeable men
to counsel me. Thinking about this was my motivation in writing this book, hoping
it will be, in the least, a jumping-off point for many interesting conversations about
success."

Allegedly
This New York Times bestselling novel from acclaimed author Walter Dean Myers
tells the story of Steve Harmon, a teenage boy in juvenile detention and on trial.
Presented as a screenplay of Steve's own imagination, and peppered with journal
entries, the book shows how one single decision can change our whole lives.
Monster is a multi-award-winning, provocative coming-of-age story that was the
first-ever Michael L. Printz Award recipient, an ALA Best Book, a Coretta Scott King
Honor selection, and a National Book Award finalist. Monster is now a major motion
picture called All Rise and starring Jennifer Hudson, Kelvin Harrison, Jr., Nas, and
A$AP Rocky. The late Walter Dean Myers was a National Ambassador for Young
People’s Literature, who was known for his commitment to realistically depicting
kids from his hometown of Harlem.
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Monster Study Guide
Ninth-grader Philip Malloy's suspension for humming "The Star-Spangled Banner"
during homeroom becomes a national news story.

On a Clear Day
An exciting, eye-catching repackage of acclaimed author Walter Dean Myers'
bestselling paperbacks, to coincide with the publication of SUNRISE OVER FALLUJA
in hardcover. Seventeen-year-old Greg "Slam" Harris can do it all on the basketball
court. He's seen ballplayers come and go, and he knows he could be one of the
lucky ones. Maybe he'll make it to the top. Or maybe he'll stumble along the way.
Slam's grades aren't that hot. And when his teachers jam his troubles in his face,
he blows up. Slam never doubted himself on the court until he found himself going
one-on-one with his own future, and he didn't have the ball.

Monster
When I first got to Progress, it freaked me out to be locked in a room and unable to
get out. But after a while, when you got to thinking about it, you knew nobody
could get in, either. It seems as if the only progress that's going on at Progress
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juvenile facility is moving from juvy jail to real jail. Reese wants out early, but is he
supposed to just sit back and let his friend Toon get jumped? Then Reese gets a
second chance when he's picked for the work program at a senior citizens' home.
He doesn't mean to keep messing up, but it's not so easy, at Progress or in life.
One of the residents, Mr. Hooft, gives him a particularly hard time. If he can
convince Mr. Hooft that he's a decent person, not a criminal, maybe he'll be able to
convince himself. Acclaimed author Walter Dean Myers offers an honest story
about finding a way to make it without getting lost in the shuffle.

Slam!
After writing more than one hundred books, it still amazes me that I have been
lucky enough to spend most of my life doing what I truly love: writing. What makes
a writer? The desire to tell a story, a love of language, an eye for detail, practice,
practice, practice. How well should you know your characters? Do you need to
outline before you write? How important is length? Now Walter Dean Myers, the
new National Ambassador for Young People's Literature and New York Times
bestselling and award-winning author, walks you through the writing process.
Includes: Examples from his writing and reading experiences Walter's six-box and
four-box outlines for writing fiction and nonfiction Excerpted pages from Walter's
own notebooks An afterword by Ross Workman, Walter's teen coauthor of kick
Writing tips from both Walter and Ross Anyone can be a writer, with a little help
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from Walter Dean Myers!

Bad Boy
The thing was that me and Rise were blood brothers, but sometimes I really didn't
know him. . . . As Jesse fills his sketchbook with drawings and portraits of Rise, he
tries to make sense of the complexities of friendship, loyalty, and loss in a
neighborhood plagued by drive-bys, vicious gangs, and abusive cops.
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