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Handbook on Children with Incarcerated Parents
Around one in five prisoners report the previous or current incarceration of a
parent. Many such prisoners attest to the long-term negative effects of parental
incarceration on one's own sense of self and on the range and quality of
opportunities for building a conventional life. And yet, the problem of
intergenerational incarceration has received only passing attention from
academics, and virtually little if any consideration from policy makers and
correctional officials. This book - the first of its kind - offers an in-depth
examination of the causes, experiences and consequences of intergenerational
incarceration. It draws extensively from surveys and interviews with second-,
third-, fourth- and fifth-generation prisoners to explicate the personal, familial and
socio-economic contexts typically associated with incarceration across
generations. The book examines 1) the emergence of the prison as a dominant if
not life-defining institution for some families, 2) the link between intergenerational
trauma, crime and intergenerational incarceration, 3) the role of police, courts, and
corrections in amplifying or ameliorating such problems, and 4) the possible means
for preventing intergenerational incarceration. This is undeniably a book that bears
witness to many tragic and traumatic stories. But it is also a work premised on the
idea that knowing these stories - knowing that they often resist alignment with preconceived ideas about who prisoners are or who they might become - is part and
parcel of advancing critical debate and, more importantly, of creating real change.
Written in a clear and direct style, this book will appeal to students and scholars in
criminology, sociology, cultural studies, social theory and those interested in
learning about more about families in prison.

Parental Incarceration
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This book highlights the myriad factors that can impact the children of incarcerated
parents. It is no secret that the United States continues to be the leading nation for
the incarceration of men and women, and this this large prison population includes
approximately 120,000 incarcerated mothers and 1.1 million incarcerated fathers.
Incarceration of a parent is recognized as an ‘adverse childhood experience’, an
acute or chronic situation that for most people is stressful and potentially
traumatic. Children of incarcerated parents may experience other adverse
childhood experiences such as poverty, homelessness, parental substance abuse
and other mental health problems, and family violence. The chapters in this book
document some of the challenges as well as some promising ways that can help
parents and families begin to meet these challenges. It is our hope that the
compendium of chapters presented in this book will be a resource for practitioners,
policy makers, educators, researchers, and advocates in their work to ensure that
the children of incarcerated parents, their caregivers, and their mothers and
fathers, are provided the support they need to address the challenges they face
during and after parental incarceration. This book was originally published as a
special issue of Smith College Studies in Social Work.

Children’s Contact with Incarcerated Parents
The second edition of this handbook examines family life, health, and educational
issues that often arise for the millions of children in the United States whose
parents are in prison or jail. It details how these youth are more likely to exhibit
behavior problems such as aggression, substance abuse, learning difficulties,
mental health concerns, and physical health issues. It also examines resilience and
how children and families thrive even in the face of multiple challenges related to
parental incarceration. Chapters integrate diverse; interdisciplinary; and rapidly
expanding literature and synthesizes rigorous scholarship to address the needs of
children from multiple perspectives, including child welfare; education; health care;
mental health; law enforcement; corrections; and law. The handbook concludes
with a chapter that explores new directions in research, policy, and practice to
improve the life chances of children with incarcerated parents. Topics featured in
this handbook include: Findings from the Fragile Families and Child Wellbeing
Study. How parental incarceration contributes to racial and ethnic disparities and
inequality. Parent-child visits when parents are incarcerated in prison or jail.
Approaches to empowering incarcerated parents of color and their families.
International advances for incarcerated parents and their children. The second
edition of the Handbook on Children with Incarcerated Parents is an essential
reference for researchers, professors, clinicians/practitioners, and graduate
students across developmental psychology, criminology, sociology, law, psychiatry,
social work, public health, human development, and family studies. “This
important new volume provides a cutting-edge update of research on the impact of
incarceration on family life. The book will be an essential reference for researchers
and practitioners working at the intersections of criminal justice, poverty, and child
development.” Bruce Western, Ph.D., Columbia University “The comprehensive,
interdisciplinary focus of this handbook brilliantly showcases the latest research,
interventions, programs, and policies relevant to the well-being of children with
incarcerated parents. This edition is a ‘must-read’ for students, researchers,
practitioners, and policy-makers alike who are dedicated to promoting the health
and resilience of children affected by parental incarceration.” Leslie Leve, Ph.D.,
Page 2/15

Read Free Parental Incarceration Personal Accounts And Developmental
Impact
University of Oregon

Children of Incarcerated Parents
"This important book covers developmental outcomes of children in this
predicament, parenting from prison, and family reunification. It is filled with
research findings and addresses clinical issues as well. Many children are affected
by a parent in the criminal justice system, and this book is sorely needed. The
editors and contributors have produced a wonderful resource." Score: 94, 4 stars
--Doody's This book serves as a comprehensive source for understanding and
intervening with children of incarcerated parents. The text examines the daunting
clinical implications inherent in trauma throughout development, as well as social
and political roles in ameliorating intergenerational delinquency. It conceptualizes
the problem by using an ecological framework that is focused on the experience of
the child. Children of Incarcerated Parents addresses developmental and clinical
issues experienced throughout the trajectory of childhood and adolescence with a
focus on interventions and social policies to improve outcomes for this understudied group. The chapters explore individual, community, and national levels of
policy, programming, and legislation.

Prisoners Once Removed
An award-winning journalist's ''heart wrenching"(The San Antonio Observer) look at
children with parents in prison - a Newsweek ''book of the week" and an East Bay
Express bestseller. In this ''moving condemnation of the U.S. penal system and its
effect on families" (Parents' Press), award-winning journalist Nell Bernstein takes
an intimate look at parents and children - over two million of them - torn apart by
our current incarceration policy. Described as ''meticulously reported and
sensitively written" by Salon, the book is ''brimming with compelling case studies .
. . and recommendations for change" (Orlando Sentinel ); Our Weekly Los Angeles
calls it ''a must-read for lawmakers as well as for lawbreakers."

Effects of Parental Incarceration on Children
This thorough and compassionate text presents the results from four recent largescale studies undertaken with thousands of children in England, Sweden, the
Netherlands, and the United States. Drawing from a systematic meta-analysis of 50
studies, the authors provide a portrait of the impact of parental incarceration on
child development.

Missing Daddy
Over the past 15 years much pioneering work has been done on the social
demography of young men's sexual activities, contraceptive use, and fertility
experiences. But how do men develop and manage their identities in these areas?
In Sex, Men, and Babies, William Marsiglio and Sally Hutchinson provide a
compelling and insightful portrait of young men who are capable of anticipating,
creating, and fathering human life. Based on in-depth interviews with a diverse
sample of 70 single men aged 16-30, this is the most comprehensive, qualitative
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study of its kind. Through intimate stories and self-reflections, these men talk
about sex, romance, relationships, birth control, pregnancies, miscarriages,
abortions, visions of fathering, and other issues related to men's self-awareness,
and the many ways they construct, explain, and change their identities as potential
fathers. The interviews also provide valuable insights about how young men
experience responsiblities associated with sex and the full range of procreative
events. Accessibly written for a wide audience and raising a host of issues relevant
to debates about unplanned pregnancy, childbearing among teens and young
adults, and women's and children's well-being, Sex, Men, and Babies is the fullest
account available today on how young men conceptualize themselves as
procreative beings. Lessons from this study can inform interventions designed to
encourage young men to be more aware of their abilities and responsiblities in
making babies.

The Prison Alphabet
"Stigma, shame and hardship---this is the lot shared by families whose young men
have been swept into prison. Braman reveals the devastating toll mass
incarceration takes on the parents, partners, and children left behind." -Katherine
S. Newman "Doing Time on the Outside brings to life in a compelling way the
human drama, and tragedy, of our incarceration policies. Donald Braman
documents the profound economic and social consequences of the American policy
of massive imprisonment of young African American males. He shows us the link
between the broad-scale policy changes of recent decades and the isolation and
stigma that these bring to family members who have a loved one in prison. If we
want to understand fully the impact of current criminal justice policies, this book
should be required reading." -Mark Mauer, Assistant Director, The Sentencing
Project "Through compelling stories and thoughtful analysis, this book describes
how our nation's punishment policies have caused incalculable damage to the
fabric of family and community life. Anyone concerned about the future of urban
America should read this book." -Jeremy Travis, The Urban Institute In the tradition
of Elijah Anderson's Code of the Street and Katherine Newman's No Shame in My
Game, this startling new ethnography by Donald Braman uncovers the other side
of the incarceration saga: the little-told story of the effects of imprisonment on the
prisoners' families. Since 1970 the incarceration rate in the United States has more
than tripled, and in many cities-urban centers such as Washington, D.C.-it has
increased over five-fold. Today, one out of every ten adult black men in the District
is in prison and three out of every four can expect to spend some time behind bars.
But the numbers don't reveal what it's like for the children, wives, and parents of
prisoners, or the subtle and not-so-subtle effects mass incarceration is having on
life in the inner city. Author Donald Braman shows that those doing time on the
inside are having a ripple effect on the outside-reaching deep into the family and
community life of urban America. Braman gives us the personal stories of what
happens to the families and communities that prisoners are taken from and return
to. Carefully documenting the effects of incarceration on the material and
emotional lives of families, this groundbreaking ethnography reveals how criminal
justice policies are furthering rather than abating the problem of social disorder.
Braman also delivers a number of genuinely new arguments. Among these is the
compelling assertion that incarceration is holding offenders unaccountable to
victims, communities, and families. The author gives the first detailed account of
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incarceration's corrosive effect on social capital in the inner city and describes in
poignant detail how the stigma of prison pits family and community members
against one another. Drawing on a series of powerful family portraits supported by
extensive empirical data, Braman shines a light on the darker side of a system that
is failing the very families and communities it seeks to protect.

When a Parent Goes to Jail
At 16 years of age and as a rising senior in high school, AnyÃ© Young offers a
glimpse into her life as a teenager coping with life while her father is serving a
12-year prison sentence. She shares personal stories along with tips and tricks
she's learned while coping with the challenges of life away from her father and in a
single-parent home.With this book, AnyÃ© aims to motivate and inspire children
who have parents in prison. She wants them to know that they can overcome the
shame and embarrassment they may feel. She also aims to help the single parents
and extended family members, who are raising other children with incarcerated
parents, gain a better understanding of the challenges their children face.AnyÃ©
offers her book as a guide for teenagers, like her, who are determined to succeed
in life no matter the circumstances.

Mommie Dearest
As society changes and develops, personal relationships can be significantly
affected by evolving cultures. By examining amorous and familial bonds in the
present era, a comprehensive understanding of relationship formation and
development can be established. Family Dynamics and Romantic Relationships in a
Changing Society provides a thorough examination of the types of emotional
relationships that different cultures participate in. Highlighting innovative topics
across a range of relevant areas such as LGBTQ relationships, long-distance
relationships, interracial dating, and parental techniques, this publication is an
ideal resource for all academicians, students, librarians, and researchers interested
in discovering more about social and emotional interactions within human
relationships.

The Growth of Incarceration in the United States
Parental Incarceration makes available personal stories by adults who have had
the childhood experience of parental incarceration. These stories help readers
better understand the complex circumstances that influence these children’s
health and development, as well as their high risk for intergenerational crime and
incarceration. Denise Johnston examines her own children’s experience of her
incarceration within the context of what the research and her 30 years of practice
with prisoners and their children has taught her, arguing that it is imperative to
attempt to understand parental incarceration within a developmental framework.
Megan Sullivan, a scholar in the Humanities, examines the effects of her father’s
incarceration on her family, and underscores the importance of the reentry process
for families. The number of arrested, jailed, and imprisoned persons in the United
States has increased since 1960, most dramatically between 1985 and 2000. As
the majority of these incarcerated persons are parents, the number of minor
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children with an incarcerated parent has increased alongside, peaking at an
estimated 2.9 million in 2006. The impact of the experience of parental
incarceration has garnered attention by researchers, but to date attention has
been focused on the period when parents are actually in jail or prison. This work
goes beyond that to examine the developmental impact of children’s experiences
that extend long beyond that timeframe. A valuable resource for students in
corrections, human services, social work, counseling, and related courses, as well
as practitioners, program/agency administrators, policymakers, advocates, and
others involved with families of the incarcerated, this book is testimony that the
consequences of mass incarceration reach far beyond just the offender.

Parental Incarceration
No descriptive material is available for this title.

Children of Incarcerated Parents
Children with incarcerated parents are at risk for a variety of problematic
outcomes, yet research has rarely examined protective factors or resilience
processes that might mitigate such risk in this population. In this volume, we
present findings from fi ve new studies that focus on child- or family-level
resilience processes in children with parents currently or recently incarcerated in
jail or prison. In the fi rst study, empathic responding is examined as a protective
factor against aggressive peer relations for 210 elementary school age children of
incarcerated parents. The second study further examines socially aggressive
behaviors with peers, with a focus on teasing and bullying, in a sample of 61
children of incarcerated mothers. Emotion regulation is examined as a possible
protective factor. The third study contrasts children’s placement with maternal
grandmothers versus other caregivers in a sample of 138 mothers incarcerated in
a medium security state prison. The relation between a history of positive
attachments between mothers and grandmothers and the current cocaregiving
alliance are of particular interest. The fourth study examines coparenting
communication in depth on the basis of observations of 13 families with young
children whose mothers were recently released from jail. Finally, in the fi fth study,
the proximal impacts of a parent management training intervention on individual
functioning and family relationships are investigated in a diverse sample of 359
imprisoned mothers and fathers. Taken together, these studies further our
understanding of resilience processes in children of incarcerated parents and their
families and set the groundwork for further research on child development and
family resilience within the context of parental involvement in the criminal justice
system.

Doing Time on the Outside
In this volume, prominent scholars from multiple disciplines examine how parental
incarceration affects children and what can be done to help them.

Visiting Day
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"Traumatic or adverse experiences are pervasive among school-aged children and
youth. These experiences undermine students' ability to learn, form relationships,
and manage their feelings and behaviour. Meanwhile, educators and school-based
professionals often remain unaware of the complex needs of their students or how
to meet them within the hours of the typical school day, all while possibly dealing
with their own stressors. Supporting and Educating Traumatized Students: A Guide
for School-Based Professionals provides a practically oriented tool for
understanding and assisting students with a history of trauma. Designed
specifically for professionals in mental health and education settings, this volume
combines content and expertise from practitioners, researchers, and other experts
with backgrounds in education, school psychology, school social work, school
administration, resilience, school policy, and trauma. The book provides a thorough
background on current research in trauma and its impact on school functioning;
administrative and policy considerations; and a broad set of practical and
implementable strategies and resources for adapting and differentiating
instruction, modifying the classroom and school environments, and building
competency for students and staff impacted by trauma. Rather than provide
complex treatment protocols, the chapters in this book offer simple techniques and
strategies designed for all types of educational environments within the context of
multiple potential sources of trauma. Supporting and Educating Traumatized
Students is an essential resource for classroom teachers, administrators, and
school-based professionals, as well as courses that address crisis, trauma, and
education across a broad spectrum of specializations."--

Children of Incarcerated Parents
“This book is a crucial tool for parents, educators, and anyone who cares about the
well-being of children who, through no fault of their own, are forced to bear the
consequences of our country’s obsession with incarceration. For children who
desperately miss their parents, feel confused, or are teased at school, this book
can go a long way in letting them know that they are not alone and in normalizing
their experiences.” —Eve L. Ewing A little girl who misses her father because he's
away in prison shares how his absence affects different parts of her life. Her
greatest excitement is the days when she gets to visit her beloved father. With
gorgeous illustrations throughout, this book illuminates the heartaches of dealing
with missing a parent and shows that a little girl's love can overcome her father's
incarceration. Mariame Kaba is an educator and organizer based in New York City.
She has been active in anti-criminalization and anti-violence movements for the
past thirty years. bria royal is a multidiscipliinary artist based in Chicago.

Doing Time Together
In the year 2015, one in fourteen American children experienced life with a parent
in jail. Combining objective facts with sensible guidance, this text navigates the
subject of incarceration as it affects or has involved a parental figure. Readers will
find themselves armed with both knowledge of and action for coping strategies.
Special features, such as Myths and Facts and 10 Great Questions to Ask a
Specialist, are designed to quickly inform and empower the reader. This book
informs both those wishing to learn more in order to help a friend or classmate,
and those struggling with parents in the system themselves.
Page 7/15

Read Free Parental Incarceration Personal Accounts And Developmental
Impact
Families, Imprisonment and Legitimacy
One part Columbine, one part God Save Texas, Joe Holley's riveting,
compassionate book examines the 2017 mass shooting at a church in a small
Texas town, revealing the struggles and triumphs of these fellow Texans long after
the satellite news trucks have gone. Sutherland Springs was the last place anyone
would have expected to be victimized by our modern-day scourge of mass
shootings. Founded in the 1850s along historic Cibolo Creek, the tiny community,
named for the designated physician during the siege of the Alamo, was once a
vibrant destination for wealthy tourists looking to soak up the "cures" of its
namesake mineral springs. By November 5, 2017, however, the day a former Air
Force enlistee opened fire in the town's First Baptist Church, Sutherland Springs
was a shadow of its former self. Twenty-six people died that Sunday morning, in
the worst mass shooting in a place of worship in American history. Holley, who
roams the Lone Star State as the "Native Texan" columnist for the Houston
Chronicle and earned a Pulitzer- Prize nomination for his editorials about guns,
spent more than a year embedded in the community. Long after most journalists
had left, he stayed with his fellow Texans, getting to know a close-knit group of
people - victims, heroes, and survivors. Holley shows how they work to come to
terms with their loss and to rebuild shattered lives, marked by their deep faith in
God and in guns. He also uses Sutherland Springs' unique history and its decadeslong decline as a prism for understanding how an act of unspeakable violence
reflects the complicated realities of Texas and America in the twenty-first century.

Parental Incarceration and the Family
Addresses the issues of parenting behind bars and fostering successful family
relationships after release.

Generations Through Prison
Family Problems: Stress, Risk, and Resilience presents an interdisciplinary
collection of original essays that push the boundaries of family science to reflect
the increasingly diverse complexity of family concerns in the modern world.
Represents the most up-to-date family problem research while addressing such
contemporary issues as parental incarceration, same sex marriage, health care
disparities, and welfare reform Features brief chapter introductions that provide
context and direction to guide the student to the heart of what’s important in the
piece that follows Includes critical thinking questions to enhance the utility of the
book for classroom use Responds to family problem issues through the lens of a
social justice perspective

When Parents are Incarcerated
Clarissa Pettaway has waited five years for her father to come home from prison.
Soon, however, Clarissa discovers it isn't all that easy for people who have been
incarcerated to rejoin their families and reenter society. Clarissa has to learn to
cope with the reality of her father being out of prison.
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Relationship Processes and Resilience in Children with
Incarcerated Parents
After decades of stability from the 1920s to the early 1970s, the rate of
imprisonment in the United States has increased fivefold during the last four
decades. The U.S. penal population of 2.2 million adults is by far the largest in the
world. Just under one-quarter of the world's prisoners are held in American prisons.
The U.S. rate of incarceration, with nearly 1 out of every 100 adults in prison or jail,
is 5 to 10 times higher than the rates in Western Europe and other democracies.
The U.S. prison population is largely drawn from the most disadvantaged part of
the nation's population: mostly men under age 40, disproportionately minority, and
poorly educated. Prisoners often carry additional deficits of drug and alcohol
addictions, mental and physical illnesses, and lack of work preparation or
experience. The growth of incarceration in the United States during four decades
has prompted numerous critiques and a growing body of scientific knowledge
about what prompted the rise and what its consequences have been for the people
imprisoned, their families and communities, and for U.S. society. The Growth of
Incarceration in the United States examines research and analysis of the dramatic
rise of incarceration rates and its affects. This study makes the case that the
United States has gone far past the point where the numbers of people in prison
can be justified by social benefits and has reached a level where these high rates
of incarceration themselves constitute a source of injustice and social harm. The
Growth of Incarceration in the United States examines policy changes that created
an increasingly punitive political climate and offers specific policy advice in
sentencing policy, prison policy, and social policy. The report also identifies
important research questions that must be answered to provide a firmer basis for
policy. This report is a call for change in the way society views criminals,
punishment, and prison. This landmark study assesses the evidence and its
implications for public policy to inform an extensive and thoughtful public debate
about and reconsideration of policies.

Family Problems
A young girl and her grandmother visit the girl's father in prison.

Sutherland Springs
For the nearly 2 million children in the United States whose parents are in prison,
caretaking necessary for optimal development is disrupted. These vulnerable
youth--a population that has shot up 80 percent in the last 20 years--are more
likely to experience learning difficulties, poor health, and substance abuse, and
eventually be incarcerated themselves. Addressing the needs of children with
imprisoned parents is urgent from corrections, child welfare, health care, and
education perspectives. Children of Incarcerated Parents integrates a diverse
literature, pulling together rigorous scholarship from criminology, sociology, law,
psychiatry, social work, nursing, psychology, human development, and family
studies. Researchers, practitioners, and policymakers will find in this volume here
new directions for research and policies that will improve these children's life
chances.
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Contemporary Research and Analysis on the Children of
Prisoners
Children can experience many emotions when a parent is in jail or prison. They
may be angry, sad, lonely, or scared. Sometimes friends act differently toward
them. Sometimes the children begin acting differently too. In this important book,
young readers will learn that even when it feels like nothing can get better again,
there are ways they can improve their circumstances. Sending letters, talking to a
trusted grown-up about their feelings, and even visiting a parent in jail or prison
can help keep a parent close in their hearts. Use this title as a helpful tool to start a
conversation with any child in this situation and to remind them they are not alone.

Teen Guide to Living with Incarcerated Parents
In March 2017, researchers, advocates and NGOs from twelve countries came
together in Rotorua, New Zealand, for the first conference of the International
Coalition for the children of incarcerated parents. The Coalition had been formed
the previous year to recognise that similar issues faced the children of prisoners all
over the world. From the first arrest until release from prison, the system is
stacked against the child. Justice systems are all about punishing individuals, and
are, as one conference speaker noted, ‘child blind’. The papers in this collection
cover many of the themes in the wider literature on the children of prisoners.
Advocacy themes include moving towards child-friendly prison systems, using
mass incarceration to influence wider social change, the effects of pre-trial
detention on families, the particular issues in Hawaii, and how arrest and detention
procedures harm children. A set of papers reflect contemporary research and
analysis on the children of prisoners. One paper sets out ‘12 guiding principles’ for
working with children and families of the incarcerated. Others look at how babies
and young children react to parental imprisonment, as well as children who are
resilient in the face of it. Two papers consider women: one on mothers involuntarily
committed to psychiatric hospital and the other examining the difficulties in
maintaining family ties when a mother is sent to prison. Another contribution looks
at an initiative between university and community set up to ‘expand knowledge
and inspire change’ for the children of prisoners. One paper examines the difficult
issue of supporting families where a parent has been convicted of a sexual offence.
Also discussed in this volume are the Tyro programme that works to break the
cycles of self-destruction for the children of prisoners and case studies of prison
staff ‘making a difference’ in child and family visiting.

Children of the Prison Boom
The Prison Alphabet is a child-friendly approach to helping young children
understand what is going on behind bars with their parent(s) or family member(s).

Empowering Children of Incarcerated Parents
There are millions of children experiencing parental imprisonment all over the
world. This book is about their problems, human rights and how they are treated
throughout the justice process from the arrest of a parent to imprisonment and
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release.

Clarissa's Disappointment
Explains rules, laws, choices, and consequences resulting in going to jail, discusses
what to expect from the legal system, and provides advice on coping with having a
parent in jail.

When the Innocent are Punished
Please see Volume I for a full description and table of contents for all four volumes.

Supporting and Educating Traumatized Students
The 40th anniversary edition of the “shocking” #1 New York Times bestseller with
an exclusive new introduction by the author (Los Angeles Times). When Christina
Crawford’s harrowing chronicle of child abuse was first published in 1978, it
brought global attention to the previously closeted subject. It also shed light on the
guarded world of Hollywood and stripped away the façade of Christina’s relentless,
alcoholic abuser: her adoptive mother, movie star Joan Crawford. Christina was a
young girl shown off to the world as a fortunate little princess. But at home, her
lonely, controlling, even ruthless mother made her life a nightmare. A fierce battle
of wills, their relationship could be characterized as an ultimately successful, for
Christina, struggle for independence. She endured and survived, becoming the
voice of so many other victims who suffered in silence, and giving them the
courage to forge a productive life out of chaos. This ebook edition features an
exclusive new introduction by the author, plus rare photographs from her personal
collection and one hundred pages of revealing material not found in the original
manuscript.

Family Dynamics and Romantic Relationships in a Changing
Society
This Brief explores the potential effects of parent-child contact during incarceration
on child and adult relationships, well-being, and parenting as well as correctionsrelated issues, such as institutional behavior and recidivism. It presents a literature
review on what is currently known about parent-child contact during parental
incarceration in addition to several empirical studies, followed by a summary,
commentary, and briefing report. The empirical studies focus on contact in both jail
and prison settings. Because jails in the United States handle more admissions per
year than prisons – and studies of jailed parents and their children are not common
in the literature – two of the three studies presented focus on jails. Following the
empirical studies, a summary that includes recommendations for policy and
intervention is presented, along with a commentary that explores what researchers
need to do to make effective policy recommendations. This Brief is an essential
resource for policy makers and related professionals, graduate students, and
researchers in child and school psychology, family studies, public health, social
work, law/criminal justice, and sociology.
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Boys and Men in African American Families
This book examines what it means to be a family within the restrictive, disruptive,
and often distressing context of imprisonment. Drawing on original qualitative
data, it looks beyond traditional models of the family to examine the question of
which relationships matter to individuals affected by imprisonment, and
demonstrates how family relationships are actively constructed and maintained
through family "practices" and "displays" such as visits, shared experiences and
continuing family memories and traditions. It sheds new light not only on the true
extent of who is impacted by the imposition of a prison sentence, but also the
barriers to family life that these individuals encounter throughout its duration. This
book also contributes to our understanding of wider issues such as poverty and
social marginalisation, the role of family relationships on desistance from crime,
and legitimacy. It argues that the act of supporting an individual in custody can
bring families into regular contact with the criminal justice system in ways that can
be both distressing and problematic, and therefore contends that the prison
system should minimise the damage caused by imprisonment not only to family
relationships, but also to the perceived legitimacy of the criminal justice system.
Generating new conceptual insights into the harms of imprisonment and how
perceptions of legitimacy and fairness are shaped by the criminal justice system,
this book will be of much interest to students of criminology and sociology engaged
in studies of criminal justice, prisons, gender, social work, and punishment. It will
also be of interest to policy makers, penal-reformers, and activists.

Coping When a Parent Is Incarcerated
March 2000.

Children of Incarcerated Parents
Children of the Prison Boom describes the devastating effects of America's
experiment in mass incarceration for a generation of vulnerable children.
Wakefield and Wildeman find that parental imprisonment leads to increased
mental health and behavioral problems, infant mortality, and child homelessness
which translate into large-scale increases in racial inequality.

All Alone in the World
By quadrupling the number of people behind bars in two decades, the United
States has become the world leader in incarceration. Much has been written on the
men who make up the vast majority of the nation’s two million inmates. But what
of the women they leave behind? Doing Time Together vividly details the ways that
prisons shape and infiltrate the lives of women with husbands, fiancés, and
boyfriends on the inside. Megan Comfort spent years getting to know women
visiting men at San Quentin State Prison, observing how their romantic
relationships drew them into contact with the penitentiary. Tangling with the
prison’s intrusive scrutiny and rigid rules turns these women into “quasi-inmates,”
eroding the boundary between home and prison and altering their sense of
intimacy, love, and justice. Yet Comfort also finds that with social welfare
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weakened, prisons are the most powerful public institutions available to women
struggling to overcome untreated social ills and sustain relationships with
marginalized men. As a result, they express great ambivalence about the prison
and the control it exerts over their daily lives. An illuminating analysis of women
caught in the shadow of America’s massive prison system, Comfort’s book will be
essential for anyone concerned with the consequences of our punitive culture.

Far Apart, Close in Heart
This important volume takes a life course approach in sharing empirical insights on
the family experiences of African American males in socioeconomic and political
contexts. Representing fields ranging from developmental psychology to public
health and sociology to education, chapters identify challenges facing black men
and boys in the U.S., as well as family and community sources of support and
resilience. Survey findings and exemplar case studies illustrate stressors and risk
factors uniquely affecting African American communities, and tailored prevention
and intervention strategies are described at the personal, family, and societal
levels. These interdisciplinary perspectives not only encourage additional research,
but inspire the continued development of appropriate interventions, relevant
practice, and equitable policy. Included in the coverage: • The adjustment and
development of African American males: Conceptual frameworks and emerging
research opportunities. • A trauma-informed approach to affirming the humanity of
African American boys and supporting healthy transitions to manhood. •
Humanizing developmental science to promote positive development of young
men of color. • Families, prisoner reentry, and reintegration. • Safe spaces for
vulnerability: New perspectives on African Americans who struggle to be good
fathers. • They can’t breathe: Why neighborhoods matter for the health of African
American men and boys. Promoting diversity in the research agenda to reflect a
diverse population, Boys and Men in African American Families is an invaluable
reference for research professionals particularly interested in sociology, public
policy, anthropology, urban and rural studies, and African American studies. Survey
and ethnographic studies of poverty, inequality, family processes, and child,
adolescent, and adult health and development are featured.

Handbook of Parenting
Parental Incarceration makes available personal stories by adults who have had
the childhood experience of parental incarceration. These stories help readers
better understand the complex circumstances that influence these children’s
health and development, as well as their high risk for intergenerational crime and
incarceration. Denise Johnston examines her own children’s experience of her
incarceration within the context of what the research and her 30 years of practice
with prisoners and their children has taught her, arguing that it is imperative to
attempt to understand parental incarceration within a developmental framework.
Megan Sullivan, a scholar in the Humanities, examines the effects of her father’s
incarceration on her family, and underscores the importance of the reentry process
for families. The number of arrested, jailed, and imprisoned persons in the United
States has increased since 1960, most dramatically between 1985 and 2000. As
the majority of these incarcerated persons are parents, the number of minor
children with an incarcerated parent has increased alongside, peaking at an
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estimated 2.9 million in 2006. The impact of the experience of parental
incarceration has garnered attention by researchers, but to date attention has
been focused on the period when parents are actually in jail or prison. This work
goes beyond that to examine the developmental impact of children’s experiences
that extend long beyond that timeframe. A valuable resource for students in
corrections, human services, social work, counseling, and related courses, as well
as practitioners, program/agency administrators, policymakers, advocates, and
others involved with families of the incarcerated, this book is testimony that the
consequences of mass incarceration reach far beyond just the offender.

Children of Incarcerated Parents
Children with Parents in Prison
Adults are being incarcerated in the United States at an ever-escalating rate, and
child welfare professionals are encountering growing numbers of children who
have parents in prison. Current estimates indicate that as many as 1.5 million
children have an incarcerated parent; many thousands of others have experienced
the incarceration of a parent at some point in their lives. These vulnerable children
face unique difficulties, and their growing numbers and special needs demand
attention.Existing literature indicates that children whose parents are incarcerated
experience a variety of negative consequences, particularly in terms of their
emotional health and well being. They also may have difficult interactions or
limited contact with their parents. There are also issues connected with their
physical care and child custody. The many challenges facing the child welfare
system as it attempts to work with this population are explored in Children with
Parents in Prison. Topics covered include: ""Supporting Families and Children of
Mothers in Jail""; ""Meeting the Challenge of Permanency Planning for Children with
Incarcerated Mothers""; ""The Impact of Changing Public Policy on Relatives Caring
for Children with Incarcerated Parents""; ""Legal Issues and Recommendations"";
""Facilitating Parent-Child Contact in Correctional Settings""; ""Earning Trust from
Youths with None to Spare""; ""Developing Quality Services for Offenders and
Families""; and in closing, ""Understanding the Forces that Influence Incarcerated
Fathers' Relationships with Their Children.""Children and families have long
struggled with the difficulties created when a parent goes to prison. What is new is
the magnitude of the problem. This volume calls for increased public awareness of
the impact of parental incarceration on children. Its goal is to stimulate discussion
about how to best meet the special needs of these children and families and how
to provide a resource for the child welfare community as it responds to
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