Online Library Sectional Framework For The
Antebellum Period

Sectional Framework For The
Antebellum Period
Lincoln and DouglasOrigins of the Dred Scott
CaseCreating an Old SouthA Strife of TonguesThe
Slaveholding RepublicThe Lost Cause RegainedLaw in
Antebellum SocietyThe Politics of Taste in Antebellum
CharlestonAmerican MediterraneanThis Vast Southern
EmpireIntellectual Life in Antebellum
CharlestonEncyclopedia of the Antebellum
SouthFocus On U.s. HistoryMastering AmericaStorm
over TexasEmotional and Sectional Conflict in the
Antebellum United StatesRiver of Dark DreamsFree
Soil, Free Labor, Free MenU.S. HistoryMasterless
MenDe Bow's ReviewThe Cambridge Companion to
Abraham LincolnSlavery and Frontier Mississippi,
1720-1835The Field of BloodReligion In Antebellum
KentuckyRebellious PassageSlavery and SilenceHenry
ClaySectional Crisis and Southern
ConstitutionalismAntebellum Politics in
TennesseeSlavery on the PeripheryThe Merchants'
CapitalA Companion to the Antebellum Presidents,
1837 - 1861Manifest Manhood and the Antebellum
American EmpireAmerican Mobbing, 1828-1861An
Empire for SlaveryPrison and
PlantationDisunion!Invisible SovereignWhite Society
in the Antebellum South

Lincoln and Douglas
Origins of the Dred Scott Case
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In the decades of the early republic, Americans
debating the fate of slavery often invoked the specter
of disunion to frighten their opponents. As Elizabeth
Varon shows, "disunion" connoted the dissolution of
the republic--the failure of the founders' effort to
establish a stable and lasting representative
government. For many Americans in both the North
and the South, disunion was a nightmare, a cataclysm
that would plunge the nation into the kind of fear and
misery that seemed to pervade the rest of the world.
For many others, however, disunion was seen as the
main instrument by which they could achieve their
partisan and sectional goals. Varon blends political
history with intellectual, cultural, and gender history
to examine the ongoing debates over disunion that
long preceded the secession crisis of 1860-61.

Creating an Old South
The previously untold story of the violence in
Congress that helped spark the Civil War In The Field
of Blood, Joanne B. Freeman recovers the long-lost
story of physical violence on the floor of the U.S.
Congress. Drawing on an extraordinary range of
sources, she shows that the Capitol was rife with
conflict in the decades before the Civil War.
Legislative sessions were often punctuated by mortal
threats, canings, flipped desks, and all-out slugfests.
When debate broke down, congressmen drew pistols
and waved Bowie knives. One representative even
killed another in a duel. Many were beaten and bullied
in an attempt to intimidate them into compliance,
particularly on the issue of slavery. These fights didn’t
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happen in a vacuum. Freeman’s dramatic accounts of
brawls and thrashings tell a larger story of how
fisticuffs and journalism, and the powerful emotions
they elicited, raised tensions between North and
South and led toward war. In the process, she brings
the antebellum Congress to life, revealing its rough
realities—the feel, sense, and sound of it—as well as
its nation-shaping import. Funny, tragic, and rivetingly
told, The Field of Blood offers a front-row view of
congressional mayhem and sheds new light on the
careers of John Quincy Adams, Henry Clay, and other
luminaries, as well as introducing a host of lesserknown but no less fascinating men. The result is a
fresh understanding of the workings of American
democracy and the bonds of Union on the eve of their
greatest peril.

A Strife of Tongues
From the two-time winner of the prestigious Lincoln
Prize, a stirring and surprising account of the debates
that made Lincoln a national figure and defined the
slavery issue that would bring the country to war. In
1858, Abraham Lincoln was known as a successful
Illinois lawyer who had achieved some prominence in
state politics as a leader in the new Republican Party.
Two years later, he was elected president and was on
his way to becoming the greatest chief executive in
American history. What carried this one-term
congressman from obscurity to fame was the
campaign he mounted for the United States Senate
against the country’s most formidable politician,
Stephen A. Douglas, in the summer and fall of 1858.
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As this brilliant narrative by the prize-winning Lincoln
scholar Allen Guelzo dramatizes, Lincoln would
emerge a predominant national figure, the leader of
his party, the man who would bear the burden of the
national confrontation. Lincoln lost that Senate race to
Douglas, though he came close to toppling the “Little
Giant,” whom almost everyone thought was
unbeatable. Guelzo’s Lincoln and Douglas brings alive
their debates and this whole year of campaigns and
underscores their centrality in the greatest conflict in
American history. The encounters between Lincoln
and Douglas engage a key question in American
political life: What is democracy's purpose? Is it to
satisfy the desires of the majority? Or is it to achieve
a just and moral public order? These were the real
questions in 1858 that led to the Civil War. They
remain questions for Americans today.

The Slaveholding Republic
This book examines the lives of the Antebellum
South's underprivileged whites in nineteenth-century
America.

The Lost Cause Regained
As cotton production shifted toward the southwestern
states during the first half of the nineteenth century,
New Orleans became increasingly important to the
South's plantation economy. Handling the city's wideranging commerce was a globally oriented business
community that represented a qualitatively unique
form of wealth accumulation - merchant capital - that
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was based on the extraction of profit from exchange
processes. However, like the slave-based mode of
production with which they were allied, New Orleans
merchants faced growing pressures during the
antebellum era. Their complacent failure to improve
the port's infrastructure or invest in manufacturing
left them vulnerable to competition from the fastdeveloping industrial economy of the North,
weaknesses that were fatally exposed during the Civil
War and Reconstruction. Changes to regional and
national economic structures after the Union victory
prevented New Orleans from recovering its
commercial dominance, and the former first-rank
American city quickly devolved into a notorious site of
political corruption and endemic poverty.

Law in Antebellum Society
American Mobbing, 1828-1861: Toward Civil War is a
comprehensive history of mob violence related to
sectional issues in antebellum America. David
Grimsted argues that, though the issue of slavery
provoked riots in both the North and the South, the
riots produced two different reactions from
authorities. In the South, riots against suspected
abolitionists and slave insurrectionists were widely
tolerated as a means of quelling anti-slavery
sentiment. In the North, both pro-slavery riots
attacking abolitionists and anti-slavery riots in support
of fugitive slaves provoked reluctant but often
effective riot suppression. Hundreds died in riots in
both regions, but in the North, most deaths were
caused by authorities, while in the South more than
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90 percent of deaths were caused by the mobs
themselves. These two divergent systems of violence
led to two distinct public responses. In the South,
widespread rioting quelled public and private
questioning of slavery; in the North, the milder, more
controlled riots generally encouraged sympathy for
the anti-slavery movement. Grimsted demonstrates
that in these two distinct reactions to mob violence,
we can see major origins of the social split that
infiltrated politics and political rioting and that
ultimately led to the Civil War.

The Politics of Taste in Antebellum
Charleston
"In this book Bruce Collins adopts a fresh perspective
to re-examine white society in the American South
before the Civil War. He starts with the central fact
that Southern whites displayed considerable unity of
purpose in fighting the Civil War; and he looks back at
the generation of white Southerners before the
conflict to analyse the social bonds that helped to
draw these people together. By examining a large
body of scholarly work on the antebellum South, and
a diverse sample of original sources, he is able to
offer a broadly based and argued explanation of the
emergence of a Southern identity from a loosely
structured, often contrasting and lightly governed
society. Factors which Dr. Collins sees as essential to
an understanding of Southern attitudes include those
of obvious importance, such as cotton culture, family
life, and racial thinking stimulated by slavery,
together with less frequently analysed social
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bonds--for example the Indian presence, historical
consciousness, physical and social mobility and
respectability. These and other topics are fully
explored by Dr. Collins in this stimulating volume,
which will be welcomed not only by the student and
professional historian, but also by anyone interested
in the history of the American South."--Back cover.

American Mediterranean
This Vast Southern Empire
Religion permeated the day-to-day life of antebellum
Kentucky. This engaging account of Kentucky's
various Christian denominations, first published as
part of the Kentucky Bicentennial Bookshelf, traces
the history of the Great Revival of 1800--1805, the
subsequent schism in Protestant ranks, the rise of
Catholicism, the development of a distinctive black
Christianity, and the growth of a Christian antislavery
tradition. Paying special attention to the role of
religion in the everyday life of early Kentuckians and
their heritage, John B. Boles provides a concise yet
enlightening introduction to the faith and the people
of the Bluegrass State. Religion In Antebellum
Kentucky is an excellent survey of religion and its
significance in the first eighty-five years of Kentucky's
history.

Intellectual Life in Antebellum
Charleston
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In the early American republic, the concept of public
opinion was a recentâ€”and ambiguousâ€”invention.
While appearing to promise a new style and system of
democratic and deliberative politics, the concept was
also invoked to limit self-rule, cement traditional
prejudices and hierarchies, forestall deliberation, and
marginalize dissent. As Americans contested the
meaning of this essentially contestable idea, they
expanded and contracted the horizons of political
possibility and renegotiated the terms of political
legitimacy. Tracing the notion of public opinion from
its late eighteenth-century origins to the Gilded Age,
Mark G. Schmeller’s Invisible Sovereign argues that
public opinion is a central catalyst in the history of
American political thought. Schmeller treats it as a
contagious idea that infected a broad range of
discourses and practices in powerful, occasionally
ironic, and increasingly contentious ways. Ranging
across a wide variety of historical fields, Invisible
Sovereign traces a shift over time from early "politicalconstitutional" concepts, which identified public
opinion with a sovereign people and wrapped it in the
language of constitutionalism, to more modern,
"social-psychological" concepts, which defined public
opinion as a product of social action and mass
communication.

Encyclopedia of the Antebellum South
Slavery on the Periphery focuses on nineteen counties
on the Kansas-Missouri border, tracing slavery's rise
and fall from the earliest years of American
settlement through the Civil War along this critical
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geographical, political, and social fault line. Kristen
Epps explores slavery's emergence from an upper
South slaveholding culture and its development into a
small-scale system characterized by slaves' diverse
forms of employment, close contact between slaves
and slaveholders, a robust hiring market, and the
prevalence of abroad marriages. She demonstrates
that space and place mattered to enslaved men and
women most clearly because slave mobility provided
a means of resistance to the strictures of daily life.
Mobility was a medium for both negotiation and
confrontation between slaves and slaveholders, and
the ongoing political conflict between proslavery
supporters and antislavery proponents opened new
doors for such resistance. Slavery's expansion on the
Kansas-Missouri border was no mere intellectual
debate within the halls of Congress. Its horrors had
become a visible presence in a region so torn by
bloody conflict that it captivated the nineteenthcentury American public. Foregrounding African
Americans' place in the border narrative illustrates
how slavery's presence set the stage for the Civil War
and emancipation here, as it did elsewhere in the
United States.

Focus On U.s. History
In the Spring of 1844, a fiery political conflict erupted
over the admission of Texas into the Union, a hardfought and bitter controversy that profoundly
changed the course of American history. Indeed, as
Joel Silbey argues in Storm Over Texas, the battle
over Texas marked the crucial moment when partisan
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differences were transformed into a North-vs-South
antagonism, and the momentum towards Civil War
leaped into high gear. One of America's renowned
political historians, Silbey offers a swiftly paced and
compelling narrative of the Texas imbroglio, with an
exceptional cast of characters, including John C.
Calhoun, John Quincy Adams, James K. Polk, and
Martin Van Buren. He shows in particular how the Van
Buren bloc of the Democratic Party--the
"Barnburners"--stood at the heart the annexation
controversy. We see how a series of unexpected
moves, some planned, some inadvertent, sparked a
crisis that intensified and crystallized the North-South
divide, which then became, for the first time, a driving
force in national affairs. Sectionalism, Silbey shows,
had often been intense, but rarely widespread and
generally well contained by other forces on the
political landscape. But after Texas statehood, the
political landscape was transformed into one sculpted
by implacable sectional differences. The bitter discord
over annexation--with slavery the core issue--was the
seed from which America's great crisis of union grew,
leading ultimately to Southern secession and Civil
War. The Texas controversy released demons that
were never again pushed back into the bottle. With
subtlety, great care, and much imagination, Joel
Silbey shows that this brief political struggle became,
in the words of an Alabama congressman, "the
greatest question of the age"--indeed, a pivotal
moment in American history.

Mastering America
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Many leading historians have argued that the
Constitution of the United States was a proslavery
document. But in The Slaveholding Republic, one of
America's most eminent historians refutes this claim
in a landmark history that stretches from the
Continental Congress to the Presidency of Abraham
Lincoln. Fehrenbacher shows that the Constitution
itself was more or less neutral on the issue of slavery
and that, in the antebellum period, the idea that the
Constitution protected slavery was hotly debated
(many Northerners would concede only that slavery
was protected by state law, not by federal law).
Nevertheless, he also reveals that U.S. policy abroad
and in the territories was consistently proslavery.
Fehrenbacher makes clear why Lincoln's election was
such a shock to the South and shows how Lincoln's
approach to emancipation, which seems exceedingly
cautious by modern standards, quickly evolved into a
"Republican revolution" that ended the anomaly of
the United States as a "slaveholding republic."

Storm over Texas
Emotional and Sectional Conflict in the
Antebellum United States
The sectional conflict over slavery in the United
States was not only a clash between labour systems
and political ideologies but also a viscerally felt part
of the lives of antebellum Americans. This book
contributes to the growing field of emotions history by
exploring how specific emotions shaped Americans'
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perceptions of, and responses to, the sectional
conflict in order to explain why it culminated in
disunion and war. Emotions from indignation to
jealousy were inextricably embedded in antebellum
understandings of morality, citizenship, and political
affiliation. Their arousal in the context of political
debates encouraged Northerners and Southerners
alike to identify with antagonistic sectional
communities and to view the conflicts between them
as worth fighting over. Michael E. Woods synthesizes
two schools of thought on Civil War causation: the
fundamentalist, which foregrounds deep-rooted
economic, cultural, and political conflict, and the
revisionist, which stresses contingency, individual
agency, and collective passion.

River of Dark Dreams
Free Soil, Free Labor, Free Men
River of Dark Dreams places the Cotton Kingdom at
the center of worldwide webs of exchange and
exploitation that extended across oceans and drove
an insatiable hunger for new lands. This bold
reaccounting dramatically alters our understanding of
American slavery and its role in U.S. expansionism,
global capitalism, and the upcoming Civil War.

U.S. History
A Companion to the Antebellum Presidents presents a
series of original essays exploring our historical
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understanding of the role and legacy of the eight U.S.
presidents who served in the significant period
between 1837 and the start of the Civil War in 1861.
Explores and evaluates the evolving scholarly
reception of Presidents Van Buren, Harrison, Tyler,
Polk, Taylor, Fillmore, Pierce, and Buchanan, including
their roles, behaviors, triumphs, and failures
Represents the first single-volume reference to gather
together the historiographic literature on the
Antebellum Presidents Brings together original
contributions from a team of eminent historians and
experts on the American presidency Reveals insights
into presidential leadership in the quarter century
leading up to the American Civil War Offers fresh
perspectives into the largely forgotten men who
served during one of the most decisive quarter
centuries of United States history

Masterless Men
In the thirty-five years before the Civil War, it became
increasingly difficult for Americans outside the world
of politics to have frank and open discussions about
the institution of slavery, as divisive sectionalism and
heated ideological rhetoric circumscribed public
debate. To talk about slavery was to explore--or
deny--its obvious shortcomings, its inhumanity, its
contradictions. To celebrate it required explaining
away the nation's proclaimed belief in equality and its
public promise of rights for all, while to condemn it
was to insult people who might be related by ties of
blood, friendship, or business, and perhaps even to
threaten the very economy and political stability of
Page 13/28

Online Library Sectional Framework For The
Antebellum Period
the nation. For this reason, Paul D. Naish argues,
Americans displaced their most provocative criticisms
and darkest fears about the institution onto Latin
America. Naish bolsters this seemingly
counterintuitive argument with a compelling focus on
realms of public expression that have drawn sparse
attention in previous scholarship on this era. In
novels, diaries, correspondence, and scientific
writings, he contends, the heat and bluster of the
political arena was muted, and discussions of slavery
staged in these venues often turned their attention
south of the Rio Grande. At once familiar and foreign,
Cuba, Brazil, Haiti, and the independent republics of
Spanish America provided rhetorical landscapes about
which everyday citizens could speak, through both
outright comparisons or implicit metaphors, what
might otherwise be unsayable when talking about
slavery at home. At a time of ominous sectional
fracture, Americans of many persuasions--Northerners
and Southerners, Whigs and Democrats, scholars
secure in their libraries and settlers vulnerable on the
Mexican frontier--found unity in their disparagement
of Latin America. This displacement of anxiety helped
create a superficial feeling of nationalism as the
country careened toward disunity of the most violent,
politically charged, and consequential sort.

De Bow's Review
Mastering America recounts efforts of "proslavery
nationalists" to navigate the nineteenth-century
geopolitics of imperialism, federalism, and
nationalism and to articulate themes of American
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mission in overtly proslavery terms. At the heart of
this study are spokesmen of the Southern "Master
Class" who crafted a vision of American destiny that
put chattel slavery at its center. Looking beyond
previous studies of the links between these
"proslavery nationalists" and secession, the book
sheds new light on the relationship between the
conservative Unionism of the 1850s and the key
formulations of Confederate nationalism that arose
during war in the 1860s. Bonner's innovative research
charts the crucial role these men and women played
in the development of American imperialism,
constitutionalism, evangelicalism, and popular
patriotism.

The Cambridge Companion to Abraham
Lincoln
Published by OpenStax College, U.S. History covers
the breadth of the chronological history of the United
States and also provides the necessary depth to
ensure the course is manageable for instructors and
students alike. U.S. History is designed to meet the
scope and sequence requirements of most courses.
The authors introduce key forces and major
developments that together form the American
experience, with particular attention paid to
considering issues of race, class and gender. The text
provides a balanced approach to U.S. history,
considering the people, events and ideas that have
shaped the United States from both the top down
(politics, economics, diplomacy) and bottom up
(eyewitness accounts, lived experience).
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Slavery and Frontier Mississippi,
1720-1835
Emphasizing the significance of his political and
historical engagement, this work casts Abraham
Lincoln as a cultural figure.

The Field of Blood
In late October 1841, the Creole left Richmond with
137 slaves bound for New Orleans. It arrived five
weeks later minus the Captain, one passenger, and
most of the captives. Nineteen rebels had seized the
US slave ship en route and steered it to the British
Bahamas where the slaves gained their liberty.
Drawing upon a sweeping array of previously
unexamined state, federal, and British colonial
sources, Rebellious Passage examines the neglected
maritime dimensions of the extensive US slave trade
and slave revolt. The focus on south-to-south selfemancipators at sea differs from the familiar narrative
of south-to-north fugitive slaves over land. Moreover,
a broader hemispheric framework of clashing slavery
and antislavery empires replaces an emphasis on US
antebellum sectional rivalry. Written with verve and
commitment, Rebellious Passage chronicles the first
comprehensive history of the ship revolt, its
consequences, and its relevance to global modern
slavery.

Religion In Antebellum Kentucky
Most leaders of the U.S. expansion in the years before
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the Civil War were southern slaveholders. As Matthew
Karp shows, they were nationalists, not separatists.
When Lincoln’s election broke their grip on foreign
policy, these elites formed their own Confederacy not
merely to preserve their property but to shape the
future of the Atlantic world.

Rebellious Passage
Near the end of a nine-month confrontation preceding
the Compromise of 1850, Abraham Venable warned
his fellow congressmen that "words become things."
Indeed, in politics—then, as now—rhetoric makes
reality. But while the legislative maneuvering,
factional alignments, and specific measures of the
Compromise of 1850 have been exhaustively studied,
much of the language of the debate, where
underlying beliefs and assumptions were revealed,
has been neglected. The Compromise of 1850
attempted to defuse confrontation between slave and
free states on the status of territories acquired during
the Mexican-American War—which would be free,
which would allow slavery, and how the Fugitive Slave
Law would be enacted. A Strife of Tongues tells the
cultural and intellectual history of this pivotal political
event through the lens of language, revealing the
complex context of northern and southern ideological
opposition within which the Civil War occurred a
decade later. Deftly drawing on extensive records,
from public discourse to private letters, Stephen
Maizlish animates the most famous political
characters of the age in their own words. This novel
account reveals a telling irony—that the Compromise
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debates of 1850 only made obvious the hardening of
sectional division of ideology, which led to a
breakdown in the spirit of compromise in the
antebellum period and laid the foundations of the U.S.
Civil War.

Slavery and Silence
Reproducible student activities cover the Civil War
and the rebuilding of the postwar South.

Henry Clay
Winner of the Coral Horton Tullis, Summerfield G.
Roberts, and Friends of the Dallas Public Library
Awards Because Texas emerged from the western
frontier relatively late in the formation of the
antebellum nation, it is frequently and incorrectly
perceived as fundamentally western in its political
and social orientation. In fact, most of the settlers of
this area were emigrants from the South, and many of
these people brought with them their slaves and all
aspects of slavery as it had matured in their native
states. In An Empire for Slavery, Randolph B.
Campbell examines slavery in the antebellum South’s
newest state and reveals how significant slavery was
to the history of Texas. The “peculiar institution” was
perhaps the most important factor in determining the
economic development and ideological orientation of
the state in the years leading to the Civil War.

Sectional Crisis and Southern
Constitutionalism
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How did slave-owning Southern planters make sense
of the transformation of their world in the Civil War
era? Guterl shows that they looked beyond their
borders for answers and examines how the Southern
elite connected by travel, print culture, even the
prospect of future conquest with the communities of
New World slaveholders as they redefined their
world."

Antebellum Politics in Tennessee
Alphabetical entries present the culture, history, and
key figures of the American South in the half-century
before the Civil War.

Slavery on the Periphery
Historian and scholar Lukacs addresses topics
including the real role of the Hungarian emigration, its
place in the history of Hungary, and the emigration's
international political aims, successes, and failures.
Distributed by ISBS. Annotation copyright by Book
News, Inc., Portland, OR

The Merchants' Capital
This book documents the potency of Manifest destiny
in the antebellum era.

A Companion to the Antebellum
Presidents, 1837 - 1861
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The Supreme Court's 1857 Dred Scott decision denied
citizenship to African Americans and enabled slavery's
westward expansion. It has long stood as a grievous
instance of justice perverted by sectional politics.
Austin Allen finds that the outcome of Dred Scott
hinged not on a single issue—slavery—but on a web
of assumptions, agendas, and commitments held
collectively and individually by Chief Justice Roger B.
Taney and his colleagues. Allen carefully tracks
arguments made by Taney Court justices in more
than 1,600 reported cases in the two decades prior to
Dred Scott and in its immediate aftermath. By
showing us the political, professional, ideological, and
institutional contexts in which the Taney Court
worked, Allen reveals that Dred Scott was not simply
a victory for the Court's prosouthern faction. It was
instead an outgrowth of Jacksonian jurisprudence, an
intellectual system that charged the Court with
protecting slavery, preserving both federal power and
state sovereignty, promoting economic development,
and securing the legal foundations of an emerging
corporate order—all at the same time. Here is a
wealth of new insight into the internal dynamics of
the Taney Court and the origins of its most infamous
decision.

Manifest Manhood and the Antebellum
American Empire
Charismatic, charming, and one of the best orators of
his era, Henry Clay seemed to have it all. He offered a
comprehensive plan of change for America, and he
directed national affairs as Speaker of the House, as
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Secretary of State to John Quincy Adams--the man he
put in office--and as acknowledged leader of the Whig
party. As the broker of the Missouri Compromise and
the Compromise of 1850, Henry Clay fought to keep a
young nation united when westward expansion and
slavery threatened to tear it apart. Yet, despite his
talent and achievements, Henry Clay never became
president. Three times he received Electoral College
votes, twice more he sought his party's nomination,
yet each time he was defeated. Alongside fellow
senatorial greats Daniel Webster and John C. Calhoun,
Clay was in the mix almost every moment from 1824
to 1848. Given his prominence, perhaps the years
should be termed not the Jacksonian Era but rather
the Age of Clay. James C. Klotter uses new research
and offers a more focused, nuanced explanation of
Clay's programs and politics in order to answer to the
question of why the man they called "The Great
Rejected" never won the presidency but did win the
accolades of history. Klotter's fresh outlook reveals
that the best monument to Henry Clay is the fact that
the United States remains one country, one nation,
one example of a successful democracy, still working,
still changing, still reflecting his spirit. The appeal of
Henry Clay and his emphasis on compromise still
resonate in a society seeking less partisanship and
more efforts at conciliation.

American Mobbing, 1828-1861
Historians have considered slavery and Mississippi
together in academic studies, assuming that the two
were, and always had been, inextricable linked. Libby
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attempts to answer the hows and whys of slavery's
development during the period when Mississippi was
a frontier region. His findings suggest that slavery
took many shapes in Mississippi before it became the
institution stereotyped in so much scholarship
studying the later antebellum period. -- adapted from
Introduction.

An Empire for Slavery
Set on the antebellum southern frontier, this book
uses the history of two counties in Florida's panhandle
to tell the story of the migrations, disruptions, and
settlements that made the plantation South. Soon
after the United States acquired Florida from Spain in
1821, migrants from older southern states began
settling the land that became Jackson and Leon
Counties. Slaves, torn from family and community,
were forced to carve plantations from the woods of
Middle Florida, while planters and less wealthy white
men battled over the social, political, and economic
institutions of their new society. Conflict between
white men became full-scale crisis in the 1840s, but
when sectional conflict seemed to threaten slavery,
the whites of Middle Florida found common ground. In
politics and everyday encounters, they enshrined the
ideal of white male equality--and black inequality. To
mask their painful memories of crisis, the planter elite
told themselves that their society had been
transplanted from older states without conflict. But
this myth of an "Old," changeless South only papered
over the struggles that transformed slave society in
the course of its expansion. In fact, that myth
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continues to shroud from our view the plantation
frontier, the very engine of conflict that had led to the
myth's creation.

Prison and Plantation
Since its publication twenty-five years ago, Free Soil,
Free Labor, Free Men has been recognized as a
classic, an indispensable contribution to our
understanding of the causes of the American Civil
War. A key work in establishing political ideology as a
major concern of modern American historians, it
remains the only full-scale evaluation of the ideas of
the early Republican party. Now with a new
introduction, Eric Foner puts his argument into the
context of contemporary scholarship, reassessing the
concept of free labor in the light of the last twentyfive years of writing on such issues as work, gender,
economic change, and political thought. A significant
reevaluation of the causes of the Civil War, Foner's
study looks beyond the North's opposition to slavery
and its emphasis upon preserving the Union to
determine the broader grounds of its willingness to
undertake a war against the South in 1861. Its search
is for those social concepts the North accepted as
vital to its way of life, finding these concepts most
clearly expressed in the ideology of the growing
Republican party in the decade before the war's start.
Through a careful analysis of the attitudes of leading
factions in the party's formation (northern Whigs,
former Democrats, and political abolitionists) Foner is
able to show what each contributed to Republican
ideology. He also shows how northern ideas of human
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rights--in particular a man's right to work where and
how he wanted, and to accumulate property in his
own name--and the goals of American society were
implicit in that ideology. This was the ideology that
permeated the North in the period directly before the
Civil War, led to the election of Abraham Lincoln, and
led, almost immediately, to the Civil War itself. At the
heart of the controversy over the extension of
slavery, he argues, is the issue of whether the
northern or southern form of society would take root
in the West, whose development would determine the
nation's destiny. In his new introductory essay, Foner
presents a greatly altered view of the subject. Only
entrepreneurs and farmers were actually "free men"
in the sense used in the ideology of the period.
Actually, by the time the Civil War was initiated, half
the workers in the North were wage-earners, not
independent workers. And this did not account for
women and blacks, who had little freedom in choosing
what work they did. He goes onto show that even
after the Civil War these guarantees for "free soil, free
labor, free men" did not really apply for most
Americans, and especially not for blacks.
Demonstrating the profoundly successful fusion of
value and interest within Republican ideology prior to
the Civil War, Free Soil, Free Labor, Free Men remains
a classic of modern American historical writing.
Eloquent and influential, it shows how this ideology
provided the moral consensus which allowed the
North, for the first time in history, to mobilize an
entire society in modern warfare.

Disunion!
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This broad, comparative study examines the social,
economic, and legal contexts of crime and authority
in two vastly different states over a one hundred year
period. Massachusetts--an urban, industrial, and
heterogeneous northern state--chose the penitentiary
in its attempt to minimize the role of informal and
extralegal authority while South Carolina--a rural
southern slave state--systematically reduced its
formal legal institutions, frequently relying on
vigilantism. A UNC Press Enduring Edition -- UNC Press
Enduring Editions use the latest in digital technology
to make available again books from our distinguished
backlist that were previously out of print. These
editions are published unaltered from the original,
and are presented in affordable paperback formats,
bringing readers both historical and cultural value.

Invisible Sovereign
In the decades preceding the Civil War, the South
struggled against widespread negative
characterizations of its economy and society as it
worked to match the North's infrastructure and level
of development. Recognizing the need for regional
reform, James Dunwoody Brownson (J. D. B.) De Bow
began to publish a monthly journal -- De Bow's
Review -- to guide Southerners toward a stronger,
more diversified future. His periodical soon became a
primary reference for planters and entrepreneurs in
the Old South, promoting urban development and
industrialization and advocating investment in
schools, libraries, and other cultural resources. Later,
however, De Bow began to use his journal to
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manipulate his readers' political views. Through
inflammatory articles, he defended proslavery
ideology, encouraged Southern nationalism, and
promoted anti-Union sentiment, eventually becoming
one of the South's most notorious fire-eaters. In De
Bow's Review: The Antebellum Vision of a New South,
author John Kvach explores how the editor's
antebellum economic and social policies influenced
Southern readers and created the framework for a
postwar New South movement. By recreating
subscription lists and examining the lives and
livelihoods of 1,500 Review readers, Kvach
demonstrates how De Bow's Review influenced a
generation and a half of Southerners. This approach
allows modern readers to understand the historical
context of De Bow's editorial legacy. Ultimately, De
Bow and his antebellum subscribers altered the future
of their region by creating the vision of a New South
long before the Civil War.

White Society in the Antebellum South
At the close of the American Revolution, Charleston,
South Carolina, was the wealthiest city in the new
nation, with the highest per-capita wealth among
whites and the largest number of enslaved residents.
Maurie D. McInnis explores the social, political, and
material culture of the city to learn how--and at what
human cost--Charleston came to be regarded as one
of the most refined cities in antebellum America.
While other cities embraced a culture of democracy
and egalitarianism, wealthy Charlestonians cherished
English notions of aristocracy and refinement,
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defending slavery as a social good and encouraging
the growth of southern nationalism. Members of the
city's merchant-planter class held tight to the belief
that the clothes they wore, the manners they
adopted, and the ways they designed house lots and
laid out city streets helped secure their place in social
hierarchies of class and race. This pursuit of
refinement, McInnis demonstrates, was bound up with
their determined efforts to control the city's African
American majority. She then examines slave dress,
mobility, work spaces, and leisure activities to
understand how Charleston slaves negotiated their
lives among the whites they served. The textures of
lives lived in houses, yards, streets, and public spaces
come into dramatic focus in this lavishly illustrated
portrait of antebellum Charleston. McInnis's
innovative history of the city combines the aspirations
of its would-be nobility, the labors of the African
slaves who built and tended the town, and the
ambitions of its architects, painters, writers, and civic
promoters.
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